Gido Hpi Phét Gido Tang Gia Khdt St Viét Nam
Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect

(I) Tong quan vé Gido Hpi Phdt Gido Tang Gia Khadt Si Viét Nam— An overview of
Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association: Gido hdi Phit Gido Tang Gia
Khat ST Viét Nam dugc Bic Ton Su Minh Bing Quang sang 14p nim 1944. Gido
Hoi dugc sdng 1ap trong giai doan suy ddi cia Phit gido Viét Nam. Pitc Ton Su di
khéo 1é0o phdi hgp giita hai truyén thong gido Iy Nam va Bic Tong d€ lam gido ly
cdn ban cho Gido Hoi. Khong bao lau sau ngay duge Bdc Ngai thanh 14p, hang
triéu tin d6 da theo Ngai tu tip. Ti€ng Piic Ngai vang vong, tuy nhién Difc Ngai
thinh linh ving bong vao nim 1954, tir nim d6 Gido Hoi chinh thitc twdng niém
ngdy Piric Ngai ving béng. Sau khi Pic Ngai ving béng Gido Hoi Phat Gido Ting
Gia Kha't ST Viét Nam da phdt trién nhanh hon trén mot binh dién rong hon tir khip
cdc mién Nam Viét ra tin Bic Trung Vi€t v46i hang tri€u tri€u tin d6—Vietnamese
Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association, founded in 1944 by the Late Most
Honourabled One Minh Piang Quang. The school was established during declined
period of the Vietnamese Buddhism. Most Honourabled One Minh Pang Quang
cleverly combined both doctrines from Theravada (Hinayana) and Mahayana to
make the doctrine for the Vietnamese Sangha Buddhism. Not long after he founded
The Vietnamese Sangha Buddhism, millions of followers followed him to practise.
He was so famous; however, he suddenly disappeared in 1954. He was officially
considered missing in 1954. After he disappeared, the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu
Buddhism developed more quickly on a larger scale from all over the South
Vietnam to North of Central Vietnam with millions more followers.

(I1)So Lugc Tiéu Stt Piic Té' Sw Minh Pdng Quang— A Brief Biography of Venerable
Master Minh Dang Quang: TS Su Minh Ping Quang 12 mot Pai Ting quan trong
clia Phit gido Viét Nam vao tién ban th& ky 20. Ngai sanh vao nim 1923 va ving
béng vao nim 1954. Ngai 1a mot trong nhitng nha su cdi cdch Phat gido chi yé&u
trong ldc ludn 1y va dao dic Phit gido dang con nghiéng nglra, va 1a nguGi sing
1ap ra Gido Hoi Phat gido Ting Gia Khat ST Viét Nam. Ngai da khéo 1éo phdi hop
giita hai truyén thong gido 1y Bic va Nam tong d€ lam thanh gido 1y cin ban cho
gido hoi. Khong bao 1au sau khi thanh 1ap, hang triéu tin d6 da theo Ngai tu tip.
Vao giira thiap nié€n 70s, mdt dé tf ctia Ngai la Hoa Thugng Thich Gidc Nhién da
thanh 14p Gido Hoi Phat Gido Ting Gia Khat Si Th& Gi6i véi sd tin d6 khip noi
trén th€ gii. Ton su Minh Ping Quang sanh ra va 16n 1én trong mot gia dinh theo
truyén thong Khdng Manh. Chinh vi thé nén di sau nay lau thong Tam Tang kinh
dién, Ngai van ton trong né né€p Khdng Manh di #n siu trong 1ong din toc. Ngai
thAm nhudn tri€t Iy Khéng Manh ngay tir khi Ngai con rat nhé d&€n ndi Ngai ludn
ton trong gido Iy Khdng Manh mic di hoin toan thong sudt kinh dién. Du thdi
gian hoiing phdp ctia Ton su chi vén ven c6 mudi nim, nhung Ngai dd déng gbp



that nhiu cho Phit gido Viét Nam néi riéng va cho Phat gido néi chung. Ton su
Minh Ping Quang da dén va da di. Pa 70 nim troi qua tir khi cong cudc Hoing
Phdp day y nghia ctia Ngai da diém t6 cho bdi cdnh lich sit Viét Nam vao thdi do,
dic biét 1a cdc ving & mién di't phuong Nam. Tir mot chi€c béng don 1é trong thdi
budi cuc ky ly loan clia lich st Viét Nam, Ngai @@ md ra mot ky nguyén mdi cho
Phat gido Viét Nam, ky nguyén clia dao Phit that sy, dao Phat chinh thong, dao
Phat that sy ngdim siu vao 1ong din Viét sau nhiéu nim oiin oai dudi chdnh sich
hiiy diét ton gido clia thyc din Phdp. P4 hon nita thé ky trdi qua, th€ ma cudc doi
va sy nghiép tu hanh cia Ngai ching bao gis mat 4nh hudng, ching nhitng ddi vdi
hang dé tf ma con dbi vé6i tat ca nhitng ai c6 co hdi bi€t dén Ngai. Ky that, thdi
gian dudng nhu khong c¢6 dnh hudng gi hét v6i nhitng ky Gc vé Ngai, va dinh luit
vo thudng dudng nhu cling khdng chiu in ddu tang thuong trén danh ti€ng vi dai clia
vi thdy vi dai ndy. T4dc phong sdng ngdi va difc tanh siéu nhién cia Ngai, thém vio
y chi kién quyét da gitip Ngai c6 kha ning khai m& mot truyén thdng Phat gido ndi
ti€ng tai Viét Nam. Ngai bit diu st mang clia minh ngay tir khi hay con rat tré. Sy
nhiét thanh hing hdi ciia Ngai d€ tim ki€m va truyén ba Phat phap lic nao ciing
khi€n hang hau bdi ching ta kinh phuc va luén khuy&n tdn ching ta ti€p tuc di theo
v&t chin ciing nhu tim guong rang ngdi ciia Ngai d€ phuc vu Chdnh Phip—An
important Vietnamese Monk in the first half of the twentieth century. He was born
in 1923 and considered missing on the way to preach in 1954. When moral and
traditions of Vietnamese Buddhism were in rapid decline, he was one of the key
monks in the revival and reformation of Vietnamese Buddhism during that time; he
was also the founder of the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist school. Most
Honorable One Minh Pidng Quang cleverly combined both doctrines from
Mahayana and Theravada (Hinayana) to make the doctrine for the Vietnamese
Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect. Not long after the day he founded the school,
millions of followers followed him to practice. In mid 70s, one of his great disciples,
Most Venerable Thich Gidc Nhién, founded the International Sangha Bhikshu
Buddhist Association in the United States of which followers are all over the world
nowadays. Venerable Master Minh Dang Quang was born and raised in a family
with Confucian tradition. He was much imbued with the lofty principles of
Confucianism since he was very young so that He was always sincerely respect the
main principles of Confucius-Mencius although he deeply devoted to the Triple
Gem. Even though his time of propagation of the Dharma was only ten years, he
had contributed so much to Vietnamese Buddhism and to Buddhism in general.
Venerable Master Minh Dang Quang had come and gone. Seventy years had
elapsed since his magnificient propagation of the Buddha-dharma adorned the
historical background of Vietnam at that time, especially the Southern parts. From a
lonely shadow of his during the most chaotic time of Vietnamese history, he opened
a new era for Buddhism in Vietnam, an era of a real Buddhism, an era of an
orthodox Buddhism, a Buddhism that indeed deeply infiltrated Vietnamese people



after years of suffer under the policy of religious destruction implemented by the
French colonists. More than half a century had passed, Venerable Master Minh
Dang Quang, his life and his religious works never lose their powerful impact upon
not only his disciples, but also those who come across them. As a matter of fact,
time seems to have no impact on his memory and the law of impermanence also
seems to refuse to imprint its miserable seal on the great fame of this outstanding
master. His shining personality and supernatural character, in addition to his
determined will to carry out his noble mission had helped his ability to found a
famous Buddhist tradition in Vietnam. He started his mission even when he was
very young. His vigor and his unceasing search for and propagation of the Buddha-
dharma always inspire our respect and encourage us to continue to follow his
footsteps and his gorgeous example to serve the Correct Dharma.

(IIICdc Gido doan thupc Gido hoi Phdat Gido Tdang Gia Khat Si Viet Nam—
Missionaries of Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association: Hién tai c6 6
gido doan Tiang va 3 gido doan Ni trén toan qudc —At this time, in Vietnam, there
are six Missionaries of Monks and four Missionaries of Nuns.

(A) Gido doan Tdng—Missionaries of Monks: Gido doan Ting tht Nhat do Trudng
Lio Gidc Chanh lanh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc Vién trong tinh Vinh Long lam tru s&
chanh. Gido doan thit hai do Trudng Lio Gidc T4nh linh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc
Trang trong tinh Nha Trang lam try sG chdnh. Gido doan th& ba do Trudng Lio
Gidc An ldnh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc Tong trong tinh Nha Trang lam tru s& chdnh.
Gido doan thd tv do Phdp Su Gidc Nhién linh dao, 14y Phdap Vién Minh Ding
Quang trong tinh Bién Hoa lam try s§ chanh. Gido doan thit nim do Trudng Lao
Gidc Ly lanh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Trung TAm & Sai Gon lam tru s§ chanh. Gido doan
thit sdu do Trudng Lao Gidc Hué linh dao, 14y Gidng Pudng Loc Uyén & Sai Gon
lam tru sG chdanh—The first Missionary of Monks led by Most Venerable Giac
Chanh and its headquarters is Ngoc Vien Monastery in Vinh Long Province. The
second Missionary of Monks led by Most Venerable Giac Tanh and its
headquarters is Ngoc Trang Monastery in Nha Trang Province. The third
Missionary of Monks led by Most Venerable Giac An and its headquarters is Ngoc
Tong Monastery in Nha Trang Province. The fourth Missionary of Monks led by
Dharma Master, Most Venerable Giac Nhién and its headquarters is Minh Dang
Quang Dharma Institute in Bien Hoa Province. The fifth Missionary of Monks led
by Most Venerable Giac Ly and its headquarters is Central Monastery in Saigon.
The sixth Missionary of Monks led by Most Venerable Giac Hue and its
headquarters is Loc Uyen Dharma Hall in Saigon.

(B) Gido doan Ni—Missionaries of Nuns: Gido doan Ni thtt Nhat do Ni Truéng Huynh
Lién lanh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc Phuong & Sai Gon lam tru s& chdnh. Gido doan
thtt hai do Ni Truéng Lao Ngan Lién lanh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc Tién tai Ha Tién,
trong tinh Rach Gid lam tru s& chdanh. Gido doan thd ba do Ni Trudng Tri Lién



lanh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc Hiép trong tinh M§ Tho 1am tru s chinh—The first
Missionary of Nuns led by Venerable Nun Huynh Lien and its headquarters is Ngoc
Phuong Monastery in Saigon. The second Missionary of Nuns led by Venerable
Nun Ngan Lien and its headquarters is Ngoc Tien in Ha Tien, Rach Gia Province.
The third Missionary of Nuns led by Venerable Nun Tri Lien and its headquarters is
Ngoc Hiep Monastery in My Tho Province.

(III)Nhiing nha linh dao ciia Gido Hpi Phdt Gido Tdang Gia Khét Si Viet Nam—
Leaders of Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association: Gido Hoi Phat Gido
Tiang Gia Khat ST Viét Nam duéi sy lanh dao cia Ton Su Minh Pidng Quang t
nim 1946 d&€n 1954. Tir nim 1954 d&€n 1975 do Trudng Lio Gidc Chdnh lanh dao.
Sau nim 1975, tai quoc nodi, Trudng Lao Gidc Chédnh ti€p tuc 1anh dao. Trong khi
d6 Phap Su Gidc Nhién, trudng Gido doan 4 xuat ngoai va thanh 1ap Gido Hoi Phat
Gido Tang Gia Khat Si Thé Gidi. Trudng Lao Gidc Chdnh thi tich nim 2004. Hién
Gido Hoi Khat Si trong va ngoai nudc dugc sy lanh dao tinh than clia Hoa Thugng
Thich Gidc Nhién. Tuy nhién, Gido Hoi trong nudc dudc sy lanh dao truc ti€p clia
Thugng Toa Thich Gidc Toan, tru s dit tai Tinh X4 Trung TAm, thudc dia phan
Sai Gon—Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association led by Most
Honorable One Minh Dang Quang from 1946 till 1954. From 1954 to 1975, led
Most Venerable Giac Chanh. After 1975, Most Venerable Giac Chanh continued to
lead the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association in Vietnam.
Meanwhile, Dharma Master Thich Giac Nhien, leader of the fourth Missionary of
Monks went oversea and established the International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist
Association in California, the United States of America. Most Venerable Giac
Chanh passed away in 2004. At this time, Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist
Association and International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association led by Dharma
Master, Most Venerable Thich Giac Nhien. However, Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu
Buddhist Association in Vietnam is directly led by Venerable Thich Giac Toan, and
its headquarters is Central Monastery in Saigon.

(IV)Gido Hpi Phdt Gido Tding Gia Khat St Thé Gigi— International Sangha Bhikshu
Buddhist Association: Gido Hoi Phat Gido Tang Gia Khat Si Thé Gidi, dugc Hoa
Thugng Thich Gidc Nhi€n, mot bdc Tam Tang Phap Su, thanh 14p vao nam 1978
tai Hoa KV, thodt thai tir Gido Hoi Ting Gia Khat S Viét Nam sdng 1ap bsi Pic
Ton Su Minh Bang Quang vao ndm 1944—International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist
Association, founded in 1978 in the United States by Most Venrable Thich Gidc
Nhién, a Tripitaka teacher of dharma. ISBBA was originated from the Vietnamese
Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association whose founder was late Great Venerable
Minh Pang Quang in 1944.



(V)So Lugc Tiéu St Hoa Thugng Thich Gidc Nhién (1923 -2015)—A Brief
Biorgaphy of Most Venerable Thich Giac Nhien: Hoa Thugng Thich Gidc Nhién la
mot trong nhitng cao ting ndi ti€ng clia Phat gido Viét Nam, mot bac Tam Tang
Phap Su. Ngai sanh ndm 1923 tai Can Tho, Nam Viét Nam, xuat gia lam chu ti€u
tif nim 8 tudi. Nim 1944, ngai gip va lam dé t& Ton Su Minh Ping Quang (vi
sang 1ap ra Gido Hoi Ting Gia Khat Si Viét Nam). Nam 1954, sau khi Ton Su
Minh Ping Quang ving béng mdt cach bi mat thi ngai lam truéng Gido Poan 4,
mot trong sdu gido doan cia hé phai Khat ST Viét Nam, chu du khdp tir Nam ra
Trung hoiing tri gido phap Khit Si. Ngai sang My nim 1978 va dinh cu tai
California, cing nim d6 ngai sang lap ra Gido Hoi Phat Gido Ting Gia Khit Si
Thé& Gidi tai California, M§ Qudc. Sau khi nhi t6 Gidc Chdnh vién tich nim 2004,
ngai trd thainh tam t8 cia hé phdi Ting Gia Khit Si. Trong suSt hon by thip nién
hanh dao, ngai da thu nap hang triéu tin 46 va x4y hang trim ngdi tinh x4 tif trong
Viét Nam ra d&€n hai ngoai. Ngay nay & tudi 86 th€ ma ngai vin con chu du khip
noi trén th€ gidi thuyét gido tir khdp noi trén nuéc My, dén Canada, Uc, Phép,
Anh, Bi, Nga, vin vin—One of the most famous monks of Vietnamese Buddhism,
a Tripitaka teacher of dharma. He was born in Cantho, South Vietnam in 1923, left
home and became a novice at the age of 8. In 1944 he met and became of of the
most imminent disciples of Most Venerable Master Minh Dang Quang (Founder of
the Vietnamese Mendicant Order). In 1954, after the secret absence of Master
Minh Dang Quang, he headed the Fourth Mendicant Missionary, one of the six
main missionaries of Vietnamese Mendicant Order to travel all over the South and
central Vietnam to expand the doctrines of the school. He came to the United
States of America in 1978, there he founded the International Sangha Bhikshu
Buddhist Order in the same year (ISBBA). After the passing away of the second
patriarch Giac Chanh in 2004, he became the Third Patriarch of the Vietnamese
Mendicant Buddhist Order. During more than seven decades of propagation of the
Buddha-dharma, he admitted more than a million of followers, and he also built
hundreds of monasteries from all over Vietnam and all over the world. To this day,
at the age of 86, he is still traveling all over the world (all over the U.S.A., Canada,
Australia, France, England, Belgium, Russia, Vietnam, etc.) to preach the dharma.



