Giup Nguoi Chi Mot Nu Cuoi Khong Ton Tién Mua

Thit Nam t6i, tuan 18 cudi cua thang 11, s& 1a L& Ta On tai My. Tran trong
moi doc bai viét dic biét cho mua 18 ta on ndm nay cua tac gia Hoang
Thanh. C6 tén that V6 Ngoc Thanh, mdt dugce si thude 16p tudi 30°., hién 1a
cu dan Westminster , Orange County . Bai viét vé L& Ta On cta c6 mang tua
dé “Xin Cam On Cudc Doi” ké lai cau chuyén xtic dong, gian di ma khac
thuong, bat dau tir cai binh thuong nhat: “Chi véi mot nu cuoi...” Tua dé
méi duoc dit lai theo tinh than bai viét.

Aok ok

Thé 12 mot mua L& Ta On nita lai dén. Téi van con nhé, 1an dau tién khi
nghe n6i vé L& Ta On, t6i thAm nghi, "Dan ngoai qudc sao ma... "quon" qua,
cu bay dat 18 nay 1& no, mau me, chéc cling chi dé co dip ban thiép, ban hang
dé nguoi ta mua ting nhau théi, ciing 1a mot cach 1am business d6 ma..."
Nim dau tién dit chan dén My, L& Ta On hoan toan khong c6 mot chut y
nghia gi véi toi ca, toi chi vui vi ngay hom dé dugc nghi lam, va ¢6 mot budi
t61 quay quan an ubng véi gia dinh.

Mii ba nam sau thi t6i méi that sy hiéu duoc ¥ nghia ciua ngay L& Ta On.
Thoi gian nay t6i dang thyc tap 6 mot Pharmacy dé lay bang Dugc Si. Tiém
thudc nay rat dong khach, ca ngay moi nguoi lam khong nghi tay, dién thoai
lic nao cing reng lién tuc, nén ai nay clng déu cang thang, mét moi, d& dam
ra quau quo, va hau nhu khong ai ¢6 néi mot nu cudi trén mai.

Tiém thubc c6 mot ba khach quen, tén ba 1a Josephine Smiley. Toi con nhé
rat rd nét mat rat phuc héu cua ba. Nam do ba da gan 80 tudi, ba bj tat ¢ tay
va chan nén phai ngoi xe lan, lai bi bénh thap khop nén cac ngén tay ba co
quap, va ba lai dang diéu tri ung thu ¢ giai doan cudi. Ctr mbi 1an ba dén lay
thube (ba uong hon mudi mady mon moi thang, cho du loai bénh), to1 déu
nhin ba 4i ngai. Vi thay rat toi nghiép cho ba, nén toi thudng rang cudi vui
v6i ba, tham hoi ba vai ba cau, hay phu ddy chiéc xe ldn cho ba. Nghe dau
chong ba va dtra con duy nhét bi chét trong mét tai nan xe hoi, con ba tuy
thoat chét nhung lai b1 tat nguyén, roi tir d6 ba bi bénh trAm cam
(depressed), khong di lam duoc nira, va tir 5 nam nay thi lai phat hién ung
thu. May nguoi lam chung trong tiém cho biét 12 ba hién séng mot minh &
nha dudng lao.

T6i vén con nhd rat 1 vao chiéu hom trude ngdy 18 Thanksgiving ndm 1993,
khi ba dén lay thudc. Bong dung ba cuoi véi t6i va dua ting toi tam thiép
cing mdt 6 banh ngot ba mua cho t6i. Toi cam on thi ba bao toi hdy mé tim



thi€p ra doc lién di.
T61 mo tam thi€p va xtic dong nhin nhitng nét chir run ray, xiéu veo:

Dear Thanh,

My name is Josephine Smiley, but life does not "smile" to me at all. Many
times | wanted to kill myself, until the day | met you in this pharmacy. You
are the ONLY person who always smiles to me, after the death of my
husband and my son. You made me feel happy and help me keep on living. |
profit this Thanksgiving holiday to say "Thank you", Thanh.

Thank you, very much, for your smile...

ROi ba 0m toi va ba chay nude mat. Toi cling vay, t6i dimg ma nghe mét
minh u6t, nghe ¢d hong minh nghen... T6i that hoan toan khong ngd duoc
rang, chi véi mot nu cudi, ma t6i da co thé gitp cho mot con ngudi cd thém
nghi luc dé séng con.

D6 1a 1an dau tién, t6i cam nhan dugc cai y nghia cao quy cta ngay 18
Thanksgiving.

Ngay Lé Ta On nim sau, tdi ciing c6 y ngong trong ba dén lay thudc trude
khi dong cura tiém. Thi bdng dung mot cd gai tré dén tim gap toi. Co6 dua cho
t6i mot tm thiép va bao tin 14 ba Josephine Smiley vira moi qua doi 3 hom
trude. CO noi 1a lac hap hdi, ba da dua o y ta nay tam thiép va nhd cd dén
dua tan tay to1 vao diing ngay Thanksgiving. Va c¢6 ta da c6 hura 1a s€ lam
tron wéc nguyén sau cung cua ba. Toi bat khoc, va nude mit ran rya cia toi
d3 1am nhoe han di nhimg dong chir xiéu veo, ngoan nghéo trén trang gidy:

My dear Thanh,

I am thinking of you until the last minute of my life.
I miss you, and I miss your smile...

| love you, my "daughter”.. .

T61 con nhd t6i da khoc sung cd mat ngay hom do, khong sao tiép tuc lam
viéc nod1, va khdc sudt trong budi tang I€ cia ba, nguoi "Me American" da
goi to1 bang tiéng "my daughter"...

Trudc mua Lé Ta On nam sau d9, toi Xin chuyen qua lam ¢ mot pharmacy
khac, bai vi toi biét, trai tim toi qué yeu dudi, toi s& khong chiu n6i niém nho
thuong quéa 16n, danh cho ba, vao mdi ngay 18 dic biét ndy, néu toi van tiép
tuc lam ¢ pharmacy do.

Mii cho dén gio, toi van con giit hai tim thiép ngay nao cua nguoi bénh
nhan nay. Va ciing tir 46, khong hiéu sao, toi yéu lam ngay L&



Thanksgiving, c6 18 bai vi toi dd "cam" duoc y nghia that sy ctia ngay 1€ dic
biét nay.

%

Thong thuong thi & MY, L& Ta On la mot dip dé gia dinh hop mat. Moi
nguoi déu mua mot tAm thiép, hay mot mon qua nao do, dem tang cho nguoi
minh thich, minh thuong, hay minh ttirng chiu on. Theo phong tuc bao do1
nay, thi trong budi hop mit gia dinh vao dip 1€ nay, mon an chinh luén 13
mon ga tay (tuckey).

Tir may tuan trude ngay L& TA ON, hau nhu cho nao ciing bay ban day
nhiing con ga ty, ga ta, con sdng c6, thit 1am sin cling c6... Ctr mdi mua L&
Ta On, c6 ca tram triéu con ga bi giét chét, 1am thit cho moi nguoi an nhau.
Ngu:(‘)’i Viét minh thi hay ché thit ga tay an lat I€o, nén thuong lam mon ga
ta, “ga di bg.” Ngay xua t0i cling hay an ga vao dip 1& nay voi gia dinh,
nhung tr ngay biét Pao, t6i khong con an thit ga nira. Tur vai tuan trudc ngay
le hé t6i 1am duogc viée gi tot, du rat nho, la toi lai hdi hudng cong dic cho
tat ca nhiing con ga, tay hay ta, cung tat ca nhitng con vat nao di, dang va s&
bi giét trong dip 1€ nay, cau mong cho chiing thoat khoi kiép stic sanh va
dugc dau thai vao mét klep song moi, tot dep va an lanh hon.

Tt hon 10 ndm nay, ctt mdi nam dén L& Ta On, t6i déu rang sip xép cong
viéc dé co théd tham gia vao nhitng budi "Free meals" to chirc bai cac Hodi
Tir Thién, nham giup bita an cho nhitng ngudi khong nha. Cé dén véi nhiing
bita com nhu thé nay, t6i mdi thdy thuong cho nhiing ngudi dan My nghéo
d6i, My trang c6, My den cd, nguoi da vang cling co, va co ca nguoi Viet
Nam minh nita. Ho démg xép hang ca tiéng dong ho, rat trat tu, trong giod
lanh mua thu, nhiéu nguoi khong c6 ca mot chiée 4o am, ring danh bo
cap...de chd dén phién minh duoc 1anh mét phan com va mot chiéc mén,
mot cai tai ngu qua dém.

O noi dau trén trai dat ndy, cling ludn van con rat rat nhiéu nguoi dang can
nhitng tAm 10ng nhan 4i cia chiing ta...

Néu noi vé hai chit "TA ON" véi nhitng ngudi ma ta timg chiu on, thi c6 18
cai list ciia chung ta s& dai 1am, boi vi khong mot ai ton tai trén cdi doi ndy
ma khong tirng mang on mdt hay nhiéu ngudi khac. Chung ta duoc sinh ra
1am ngudi, di 12 mot on stng cua Thuong Pé. Nhu toi ddy, co duge ngdy
hém nay, ngdi viét nhitng dong nay, ciing lai 1a on Cha, on Me, on Thay...
Cam on qué huong toi -Viét Nam , véi 2 mia mua nang, v6i nhitng ngudi
dan ban cung chiu khd. Qué huong t6i- noi dd don nhan toi tir lic sinh ra, dé
lai trong tim toi biét bao nhiéu 12 ky niém ca mot thoi tho au. Qué huong toi,
1a ndi nhd, niém thuwong cua t6i, ngay lai ngay qua & xr la qué nguoi...

Cam on Me, d4 sinh ra con va nudi dudng con cho dén ngay truéng thanh.



Cam on Me, vé nhiing thang ngay nhoc nhan da lam lung Me cong xudng,
vai Me oan di, vé nhiing noi budn lo ma Me di tung am tham chiu dung subt
gan ntra thé ky qua...

Cam on Ba, d3 nudi nang, day dd con nén nguol. Cam on Ba, vé nhitng nam
thang cuc nhoc, nhitng chudi ngay dai dang dang chay lo cho con tung
miéng com manh o, vé nhimng giot md héi nhé nhai trén lung 4o Ba, dé
kiém ting dong tién nudi con an hoc...

Cam on cac Thay C0, da day dd con nén ngu’c‘ri, da truyén cho con biét bao
kién thic déa con tro thanh mot nguoi hitu dung cho dat nudce, xa hoi...

Cam on céc chi, cac em t61, da x¢é chia voi1 t61 nhitng thang ngady co cuc nhat,
nhitng budi dau dat chan trén xt la qué ngudi, di chia vui, dong vién nhing
lac t6i thanh cong, d ning dd, vuc t6i day nhitng khi toi vap ngi hay that
bai...

Cam on tat ca ban beé toi, da tang cho to1 biét bao nhiéu ky niém - budn vui-
nhirg mén qua vo gia ma khong sao ti c6 thé mua duoc. Néu khong co cac
ban, thi c6 1& ca mot thoi 4o trang cua t6i khong co chut gi dé ma luu luyén
ca...

Cam on nho ban than ngay xua, da "nudi"toi cA may nam troi Pai hoc, bang
nhiing lon "gigo" com, bita rau, bita tring, bang nhitng chén ché nho nho,i
hay nhiing ly tra da & can tin ngay nao.

Cam on céac bénh nhan cua t61, da ban tdng cho téi nhiing niém vui trong
cong viéc. Ca nhitng bénh nhan kho tinh nhat, da giup toi hiéu thé nao 13 cai
kho, céai dau ctia bénh tat...

Cam on cac 6ng chu, ba chu cua t61, da cho toi biét gia tri cua déng tién, dé
t61 hiéu minh khéng nén phung phi, vi dong tién lwong thién bao gid ciing
phai danh d6i bang cong lao kho nhoc...

Cam on nhitng nguoi tinh, ca nhitng ngudi ting bo ra di, da gitp t6i biét
duoc cam nhéan dugc thé nao 1a Tinh yéu, la Hanh phuc, va ca thé nao 1a dau
kho, chia ly.

Cam on nhirng dong tho, dong nhac, da giup to1 tim vui trong nhitng phtt
gidy tho than nhét, dé quén di chit sdu mudn au lo, dé thdy cudc doi nay van
con c6 chut gi d6 dé nho, dé thuong...

Cam on nhiing thang tram cua cudc song, da cho t61 ném dt moi mui vi ngot
bui, cay dang ctia cudc doi, dé nhan ra cudc sdng nay 1a vo thuong... dé tir
d6 bét dan "cai toi"- cai ngd man clia ngdy nao...

Xin cAm on tat ca... nhitng ai dd dén trong cudc doi t6i, va ca nhirng ai toi
chua tirng quen biét. Boi vi:

"Tram nam trudc thi ta chua gap,
Tram nam sau biét gap lai khong?



Cudc doi sac sac khong khong
Thoi thi hay song hét l1ong véi nhau..."

Va ctr thé mdi nam, khi mua L& Ta On dén, t6i lai di mua nhitng tim thiép,
hay mdt chut qua dé tang Me, tang Chi, tang nhiing nguoi than thuong, va
nhitng nguoi di ting giup dd toi. Cude sdng ndy, doi luc ching ta cling can
nén biéu 19 tinh thuong yéu cua minh, béng mot hanh dong gi do cu thé, du
chi 1a mét 101 né1 "Con thuong Me", hay mot tAm thi¢p, mot canh hé)ng. Tinh
thuong, 1a phai dugc cho di, va phai dugc don nhan, bdi 16 mai nay, nhitng
ngudi thuong cua chung ta khong con nita, thi ngay Lé Ta On sé& c6 con y
nghia gi khong?

Xin cho t6i dugc mdt 1an, ndi 16 Ta On: Cam on 1am, cudc doi nay...
Hoang Thanh

Mua Thanksgiving 2009



