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Ptic Phat ra doi va thuyét phap “vi hanh phuc va an lac cho s6 dong”.
Nhitng 16i day ctua Ngai cho con ngudi chi nhim vao hai muc tiéu chinh:
khé va diét khod. Ngai khong tranh luan voi doi. Ngai chi thuyét phap, néu
bat su kién kho dau & doi va chi bay cho con nguoi cach thuc doan trur khd
dau.

Puc Phat khong khuyén khich moi nguoi theo Ngai chi vi niém tin sudng.
Doc lai 101 khuyén cta Ngai cho Siha, vi tudng quan ngudi Licchavi, Upali,
vi gia chil ndi tiéng cua xtr s& Nalanda va nhitng 16i day danh cho cac vi
Kalama x@r Kesaputta, chiing ta thdy rd nhan cach 16n cta bac dao su va tinh
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thﬁn tu do tu tudng hét stc cao ca cua Gido Iy Ngai. Chan 1y khong 1a dic
quyen ctia nguoi nao. Chan ly khong c¢6 ngd va ngd so. Nguoi ta khong nén
khang quyét rang chi c¢6 diéu minh theo l& dung ngoai ra 1a hu vong. durc
Phat khong bao gid noéi hay tin ta, nhung Ngai bao hiy dén dé ma thay
(Ehibhikkhu). "Hay tu minh thip dudc 1én ma di" 1a khau hiéu ty do tham
sat chan ly trong dao Phat. Su that thach thic kha nang tim toi, kham pha
ctia mdi ca nhan chtr khong yéu cau 10ng tin ctia moi nguoi.

Puc Phat 1a thé va gido 1y cua Ngai 1a thé. Lich sir cua loai nguoi 14 lich sur
ctia su tim kiém va thuc nghiém su that. Hay dé cho su that tu hién 16 trudc
mat moi ngudi. Nguoi con Phat dl'mg gitta sy chi trich va tdn than hay hoc
theo cach cua béac dao su, khong glan gilt hay vui mung ma hay gilt tam y
that khach quan dé ty thang tién tué giac. Tap sach “Gidi tri thic binh luan
vé dirc Phat va gido 1y cua Ngai” do Ting sinh Quang Bao suu tdm va
chuyén dich c6 thé gitp cho ngudi con Phat thyc tap thai do khach quan khi
dimg trudce su chi trich hay tan than ctia nguoi khéac. Viéc lam nay cua Tang
sinh 1a mot nd lyc xtimg dang dugc tan than va khuyén khich.

Hoc vién Phat giég Viét Nam
tai Thanh ph6 H6 Chi Minh

Vién trudng
Hoa thugng Thich Minh Chau

---000---
Loi N6i Pau

Nhiing ai xem viéc thay d6i ton gido hay chap nhan mot ton giao moi
lan dau tién thi s& 1am mot diéu gi d6 c6 thé c6 mot anh hudng siu sic vé
cudc doi cua ho. D6 khong phai 1a mot diéu gi phai duoc tir bd mot cach hap
tap, voi vd, hodc 1a nd duge tir bo dudi sy anh hudng ctia nhitg cam xuc
tinh cam khi dat dén tot dinh. Néu chan 1y phai dugc kham pha, thi thot gian
phai duoc dlen ra, tat ca nhing sy kién phai dugc xem xét, va van dé phai
duoc chat Van va nhimmg y kién khac nhau phai duoc xem xét, thao luan.
Chung ta c¢b gang lam tat ca nhimg diéu nay, trudc khi dua ra nhimg quyét
dinh quan trong nhét trong cudc doi cua chung ta, do vay, tai sao chung ta
khong nén thyc thi ching trude khi dua ra nhimg quyét dinh quan trong nhat
trong cudc doi ciia chung ta lién quan dén tin ngudng ton gido ciia chinh
minh?



Chép nhan y kién ctia nguoi khdc mot cach mu quang va khong thac mac sé
1a mot sy ngu xuan, nhung 1am ngo y kién cua ho ciling 1a mot su ngdc
nghéch Tri tu¢ va kinh nghiém cua nhirmg nguoi khac, dac biét la bac tri, co
thé gitip chiing ta lam sau sac thém sy hiéu biét ciia chung ta va dua ching ta
dén mot vi tri tot hon dé chon lya mot giai phap dang hon. Véi sy mo rong
cua tri thirc Phat giao trong khoang hon tram ndm qua, mot s6 dong gi6i tri
thire phuong Tay, ké ca nhiéu vi lanh giai Nobel hoa binh, da bay to mot su
quan tam sau sac va ngu’ong mo ton gido cb dai nay. Chi c6 mdt so it thuc su
tro thanh Phat tir. Mot s6 do bi 4 an tuong boi 16i tu duy trong sang va hop 1y
ctia dao Phat, sd khac boi sy khoan dung do lugng nha nhan cua ton giao
nay. Mot sd bi ngac nhién boi gido 1y cta ton gido ndy rat gibng véi nhiing
phat minh cua khoa hoc hién dai, trong khi s6 khac lai bi thu hit boi ¥ tudong
vé doi sdng luan 1y dao dirc ma khong can tin vao mot dang Thuong dé day
quyén nang. Nhiing 10i trich dan duoc thu thap trong cudn sach nho nay that
su dang dé quan tam vi mot so 1y do sau:

Trude hét, nhitng 161 trich dan nay cho thdy su hip dan phd quat cua Phat
gido, ma day lai 13 101 phat biéu ctia nhitng nha tim 1y, nha tho, triét gia va
nha toan hoc. C6 phai chang 101 day cua mot con nguoi da song tir 1au van
c6 thé thich hop va cé y nghia ddi véi mot nha khoa hoc nhu Einstein, mot
nha tho nhu Eliot hodc mét triét gia nhu Rusell? Lai nita, nhitng 16i trich dan
nay noéi nhiéu vé nhitng ngudi di viét ra ching nhu ho da lam gi cho chinh
dao Phat.

Chung ta doc nhitng gi ma mot sb tu tudng gia co6 dau oc vi dai trong thoi
dai cua chung ta phai ndi vé quan diém cua Phat gido vé ly tham, khong
chép thu va tinh thuong, vé yéu té duy 1y trong dao Phat va vé vai tro va dia
vi cia duc Phat trong lich st nhan loai. Ho so sdnh Phat gidao véi nhitng ton
gido khac, 1am ndi bat sy dé cao vé yéu t6 1y tri cia t6n gido nay va cho
chung ta biét dugc nhitng anh huéng 16n lao cua né d6i véi nén tim 1y hoc
hién dai. Hy vong rang nhiing gi dugc noi trong cudn sach nhé nay s& lam
cho doc gia c6 dong co nhin sdu hon nita vé nhiing 101 day cua duac Phat, va
néu thoa man vé mat tdm linh hay ing dung nhiing nguyén tic niay vao doi
song thuc tién. Thiét nghi ddy 1a mot cong trinh c6 gia tri nghién clru va rat
hiru dung dbi v4i nhirng ai khi nghién ctru dao Phét. Hon nira, nhﬁ’ng loi
trich dan trong tap cach nay la nhiing nguon dan chimg quy gia d6i voi
nhumg ai mudn nghién ctru va viét lach vé nhitng dé tai lién quan dén Phat
gido va nhiing linh vuc khéc.



Tuy nhién, do day 1 mot tdp sach mang tinh chat suyu tim nhiing nguon tu
liéu ndm rai rac trong cic ngudn tu liéu ¢ dang nguyén ban Anh ngit, ciing
nhu mot s6 tu lidu da duoc dich sang Viét nglr, ngudi dich xin céao 16i cling
véi quy doc gia trong van dé sip xép nhing 10i phat biéu theo thtr tu timg
tac gia hay theo tung chu dé khéc nhau lién quan dén gido 1y va cudc doi ca
dtrc Phat. Ot cudi phan tap sach nho nay, ngudi dich xin trich din nguyén
ban tac pham "Buddhism In The Eyes Of Intellectuals" ctia Pai ldo0 Hoa
thuong K. Sri Dhammananda, mot vi Hoa thuong ngudi Tich Lan ¢6 cong
rat 16n trong cong viéc hang truyén Phat phap tai Mién Dién va ciing 1a mot
nha Phat hoc ¢ rt nhiéu anh huéng dén gi6i nghién ciru Phat hoc tan thoi.
Nhén day, Nguoi dich xin bay té tim 10ng biét on ddi voi Hoa thuong Vién
truong Thich Minh Chau, ngudi da hy sinh cd cudc doi minh vi su nghiép
gido duc dan hau hoc ching con. Thanh kinh dang 1én Thuong toa Bon su,
nguoi da c6 cong gido dudng con nén ngudi, thanh qua hoc tap nay véi tat
ca tam 1ong quy kinh ciia nguoi dé tir. Cudi clng, xin chan thanh tri an su
chi gido cua cac bac cao minh dé tip sach nho nay ngiy cang hoan chinh
hon.

Quang Ptrc, Xuan Canh Thin
Dich gia Thich Quang Bao

Do d6, trong thoi dai ngay nay, hau hét nhiing ton gido khac thi méi va tré
khi dugc so sanh voi ton gido dang kinh nay, mot ton giao chira dung trong
no sy vo tan cua niém hy vong toan cau su bat tir ctia tinh thuong khong bo
bén, mot yeu t bat hoai cua niém tin vé sy tuyét my, va su qua quyét tu hao
nhat vé quyén tu do giai thoat nhan loai.

Day hoa né 1o trén cdy nhan loai

Pi bimg nd qua vo s6 nim

Lam thé gii chan hoa huong thom tri tué

Va mat ngot tinh thuong.

Sir Edwin Arnold (1832-1904), Nha tho, nha bdo nguoi Anh, va tac gia cubén
"Anh sang A chau"

Nhiing 16i day cta thai tir nguoi An Do thuc sy khong c6 gi lay chuyén
trudc nhiing phat minh hién dai cua khoa hoc... Ngon tir s€ khong lam cho
to1 hleu néu toi c¢b ging bay to su can thiét ma toi nghi tri thirc cua niém tin
va triét 1y cao siéu cua ton gido nay lam cho sinh dong thém chu nghia vét
chét cua Tay phuong... D6 13, trong bat ky tinh hudng nao, mot chan 1y da
lam anh huéng khong chi dbi v6i nhing tu twong gia vi dai va hung vi nhét



ctiia Hy Lap va La Ma ma con lam nhing co s khai dau cho nén tang cia tu
tuong Co dbc gido-ma Phat giao da ra doi trudce ton giao nay khoang 500
dén 600 nim. Ton gido nay cé thé tuyén bd két ban t6t dep ctng nguodn goc
v6i nhitng t6n gido 16n, ma khong c6 su hanh quyét va ép budc nhitng ngudi
thudc ton gido khac Phat gido, va nhitng 1y do ndy co thé chimg kién dé
dang trong chinh gido 1y cua ton gido nay.

L. Adam Beck, mot nha Iir hanh va mot hoc gia nguoi Hoa Ky.

Péi voi tin 6 Co dbc gido, thi tinh yéu 1a dirc tinh t6i thuong; nhung (‘101 voi
tin dd Phat gido, thi lai 14 tri tué boi vi ho cho rang v6 minh 1a nguon gbc cua
tdit ca nhitng t6i 10i. Pong thoi, tinh yéu ciing dugc xép 1én hang
cao....Khoan dung va long tir, ca hai dugc can cur tén co sé tri tué Phat gido,
co 1€ 1a nguyén nhan chinh giai thich tai sao con duong Trung dao ctua dic
Phat C6 Pam da truyén ba tir thé hé nay sang thé hé khac hon 2500 nim qua.
Sir Charles Bell KCIE, CMG (1870-1945), nha ngoai giao va nha bién soan
tir dién nguoi Anh.

Thong diép cua dic Phat vé chan 1y, hoa binh, tir bi va khoan dung rat 1a
thich hop ddi véi xa hoi ngay nay ciing nhu nhiéu thé ky trude day. Thoi
gian tro1 qua da lam cho nhitng &nh sang cang tdéa sang hon. Sy lan tran cua
chu nghia vat chét va su theo dudi nhirng thanh dat ctia ca nhan bat chép moi
gia dd lam x6i mon nhiing soi day thét chit tinh huynh dé va tinh cong dong.
Trong nhiing tinh hudng nay, diéu can thiét va quan trong ddi v6i chung ta 1a
nhé lai va truyén ba thong diép vé tir bi va tri tué ciia dirc Phat dé ma han thu
6 thé duoc thay thé bé‘mg tinh thuong, xung dot béng hoa binh an lac, va su
dbi dau bang hop tac 1an nhau.

Tién si Amadou-Mahta M'Bow-Chu tich t6 chitc UNESCO.

Chi c6 mot trong tit ca cac ton gido 16n 1am cho t6i hap dan d6 1a Phat gido;
va d6 14, nhu sy hiéu biét cua toi vé ton gido nay, duang hon 1a mot hé théng
triét hoc cua thé gidi, va mot triét Iy séng ddi v6i nhitng nguoi vu ta dugce
hinh thanh & noi1 ton gido nay, chtr khong phai 1a mot ton gido xét theo y
nghia thong thuong cua ngon tur.

CD Broad (1887-1971), triét gia nguoi Anh.
Cudc cach mang gan ddy ctia con ngudi c6 1& bat dau véi su tién bo cao cua

chan tay, va sy lya chon mot bg ndo, dic biét thong thao thao tac cua doi ban
tay. Chung ta cam thay vui mung vé di€u do trong nhiing hanh dong cuta



minh, v&i két qua 1a d6i voi gidi nghé thuat, ban tay 14 mot biéu tuong chinh
yéu; chang han ban tay ctia dirc Phat, ban ting cho con nguoi mén qua cia
long nhan dao trong modt tu thé tich ling, mén qua cia sy vo uy.
J. Bronowski (1908-1974), mot tac gia va triét gia, khoa hoc gia ngudi Hoa
Ky.

Cho du ngudi phuong Tay lan dau dén voi gido 1y dao Phat ma ho von di
quen voi khoa hoc hién dai, hay nhimg thuat ngtr chuyén mén cua dao Co
dbc gido, anh ta nén ludn ludén ghi nhé trong tim minh rang dac Phat khong
quan tdm sy hién hiru hay khong hién httu cua mot dang quyén nang t6i cao,
hozc 12 nhitng ménh dé triét hoc triru tuong khac. Piéu Ngai quan tam duy
nhat 1a “con dudng”, con dudng thuc té, qua d6 con ngudi co thé cham dit
nhimg kho dau ctia minh trong kiép nay va mai sau.

Marie b. Byles (1900-1979), mdt tac gia va nha leo ntii ngudi Ue.

Thong di€p cua duc Phat vé tir bi va sy tan tdm, nhiét tinh trong cong vi¢c
phuc vu cho nhan loai cang thich hop hon trong xa hoi ngay nay hon bao gio
hét trong lich str nhan loai. Hoa binh, su hiéu biét va mot cach nhin vuot
khoi nhimg han ché thuan tuy trong pham vi qudc gia thi cang cip bach hon
doi véi thoi dai bét an, thién vé vii khi hat nhan.

Javier Perez De Cuellar, nha ngoai giao cua Peru, va Téng Thu ky cua Lién
Hop Quoc.

Nguoi ta khong thé tir chbi rang vé dep thuc su cua Dong phuong trong
nhiéu thanh ngir ma gioi Phat tir s dung; va rang ¢o co so thuc su cho sy
nhiét tinh khién ho phat sinh. Chua bao gid trong lich st cua thé gidi mot ké
hoach nhu thé lai duoc vach ra, qua tu do thoat khoi nhig tac nhan cua mot
dang siéu nhién, qua doc 1ap, tham chi rat d6i khang véi niém tin vé mot linh
hdn, niém tin vao moét Thuong dé, va hy vong mot klep song tuong lai.
Cho du nhitng diéu nay la dung hay sai, d6 1a mot diém chuyén d6i trong
lich sir ton gido cua con nguoi khi ma mot nha cai cach, hoan toan day du
nhiét tam nhat vi nhimg muc tiéu luan 1y dao duc va dugc dao tao trong tat
ca nén van hoéa tri thuc trong thoi dai cia vi ay, dd dua ra mot cach than
trong, can nhic, va voi mot tri thire ¢6 nhimg quan diém chong lai hoc
thuyét ctia sy ctru rdi duoc tim thay & day, ngay trong kiép sdng nay, trong
mot trai tim tim hon thay ddi bén trong.

Du 1a Phat tir hay khong phai, t6i d3 xem xét moi mot hé théng cua tat ca cac
ton gido 16n trén thé gidi, va té1i khong tim thay ton gido nao cé thé vuot qua



cai dep va tinh toan dién cua gido 1y Bét thanh dao va T thanh dé cua dirc
Phat. Toi bang long xdy dung cudc doi minh theo con dudng do.
Gido su T.W. Rhys Davids (1843-1922), nha bién tap tir dién Pong phuong
va nguoi dau tién ndm chitc Chii nhiém khoa Tén gido so sanh cta Trudng
dai hoc Anh quéc.

Ciing nhu nhimg bac thiy khac cung thoi dai Ngai, duc Phat giang day
thong qua nhing cudc hdi thoai, bai dién thuyét, va nhimng hinh anh an du.
Boi vi Ngai chang bao gid ndy ra suy nghi, so véi dang Christ hoic la
Socrates, dem hoc thuyét cua Ngai viét thanh van ban, Ngai da tom tat
nhimng 10i thuyét giang ay thanh nhiing bd kinh nham muc dich nhic nhé
cho chiing ta ghi nh¢ nhitng gi Ngai day. Nhu da duge chu vi dé tir Ngai bao
ton cho chung ta ngay nay, nhiimg bai kinh nay vo tinh v& cho chiung ta mot
nhan vat dic trung nhat trong lich st An Do: mot con ngudi véi ¥ chi va
nghi lyc manh m¢, quyen uy va tu hao, danh tleng, nhung c6 mdt nhan cach
nha nhan té nhi va ngdn tir hién hoa tir 4i, va mot 10ng tir tAm vo bién. Ngai
tuyén bd su gidc ngd giai thoat nhung khong c6 mot sy khéu goi; Ngai
khong bao gid gia vo rang mot vi thién than dang néi chuyén véi Ngai.
Trong tranh luén, Ngai kién nhin va trung dung hon bét ky nhimg vi dao su
khac cua nhan loai.

Gidéng nhu Ptc Khong Phu Tt va Christ, Ngai mong muén chuyén héa ac
thanh thién, tinh thuong thay han thu; va Ngai hoan toan im léng trudc
nhimg sy hiéu 1am va nhuc ma cta ké khac.. . Khong glong nhu hau hét cac
bac Thanh khac, dirc Phat c6 mot 6¢ hai hudce, va biét rang hién tuong siéu
hinh hoc ma khong c6 hanh dong la su kéu cang.

Will Durant (1885-1981), mdt str gia nguoi My va nguoi doat giai thudng
Pulitzer.

Nhung su cubn hut cua Eliot dén v6i Phat gido khong chi don gian 1a 1y do
ctia hé thdng triét 1y cua ton gido nay. Niét-ban 1a su dép tit hoan toan cua
tham, san, si; su doan di¢t hoan toan tham ai, tu do giai thoat khoi su chép
thil.... Sy chuyén ché cua dao Phat thi rat nghiém khic nhu nhitng gi ma anh
ta tim théy trong Maurras, va mac du c¢6 1€ anh ta bi cudn hat boi Phat gido
cling vi nhiéu 1y do tuong tu, t6n gido phuong Péng c6 nhitng sy gin bo
lang man cho nhitng ai mudn tach khoi nhitng sy rang budc cua gia dinh.
Peter Ackrayd binh vé nha tho ngudi Anh-T.S.Eliot (1888-1965).



Trong nhiing ton gido vi dai nhat trong lich st, t6i thich Phat gido hon, déac
biét 1a Phat giao Nguyén thuy, boi vi ton giao nay khong c6 nhiing yéu té
nguoc dai, khung b6. Phat gido 1a mot sy két hop giita nén triét 1y tu bién va
khoa hoc. Phat gido tan thanh nhimg phuong phap khoa hoc va tiép tuc theo
dubi muc dich d6 va co thé duge goi 1a mot ton gido 1y tri. Trong ton giao
nay ching ta tim thdy cau tra 10i cho nhimg cdu hoi nhu: "Danh va sic 1 gi?
Cai nao quan trong hon cai nao? Thé gidi va vii tru ¢6 chuyén dong dén mot
muc tiéu nao d6 hay khong? Pia vi ciia con ngudi 1a gi ? Liéu c6 mot doi
song thanh thién hay khong?" Phat gido diu dit dén nhitng noi ma khoa hoc
khong thé dua dén boi vi nhitng gidi han trong viée sir dung nhitng cong cu
ctia khoa hoc. Nhitng doi hoi d6 chinh 13 yéu t6 tAm.

Chinh ban than t6i khong thé cam thay rang hodc 1a trong van dé cua tri
tué hodc la trong van dé cua dac hanh ma Chua la nguoi dai dién cao nhat
trong linh vuc nay cling nhu mot s6 nguoi duge biét trong lich sir. T6i nghi
réng t6i nén dat dire Phat va Socrates 1én trén Chua ddi véi nhitng sy ton
kinh nay.

Bertrand Rusell (1872- 1970), nha toan hoc, triét gia, hoc gia va nha phé
binh xa hoi ngudi Anh.

Con ngudi di tir b sy vo minh vong tudng vé mot ddng Thuong dé nhu 13
mot nguoi cha giup do- nhung anh ta cling tir béd nhiing muc dich chan that
clia tit ca nhitng ton gido 16n mang tinh nhan ban: vuot qua nhirng su gidi
han cua mot cai tu ngd ich ky, dat dugc tinh thuong, myc dich va sy khiém
nhudng va ton trong su song dé ma muc dich cua cudc doi duoc song, va
con ngudi tré lai voi nhing tiém ning 4n chira bén trong anh ta.
bay l1a nhitng muc dich cua cac ton gido 16n phuong Tay, cling nhu day la
nhitng muc ti€u cia cic ton giao 16n phuong Pong. Tuy nhién, phuong
Pong thi khong bi dé ning boi y niém vé mot dang Thuong dé siéu nghiém-
mot dang ctru thé ma cac ton gido nhat than thuong cho 1 tai san cua riéng
ho.

Dao gido va Phat gido xét vé mat hop 1y va thiét thuc thi siéu viét hon nhiing
ton gido phuong Tay. Hai ton gido ndy c6 thé xem xét con ngudi mot cach
thiét thuc va c6 muc dich, khong mot ai ngoai trir bac giac ngd co thé dan
dit con ngudi va co thé duogc dan dit chi dudng boi vi mdi ngudi déu co
trong minh kha nang giac ngd va dugc giac ngo.

Pay 1a 1y do quy hiém giai thich tai sao tu tuéng Pong phuwong, Pao gido,
Phat gido va thién Phat gido ddm nhi€ém mot vai tro quan trong nhu thé trong



xa hoi phu’O‘ng Tay hién nay. Thién Phat gido giup cho con ngudi tim ra
nhimg giai dap cho van dé hién hitu cta anh ta. .

Nghich 1y thay, tu tudng ton gido Pong phuong hoa ra thich hop hon dbi vai
tu tuong duy ly phuong Tay hon Ia chinh ban than tu tudng ton gido Tay
Phuong.

Erich Fromm (1900-1980), mot triét gia x3 hoi va nha phan tich tim ly
nguoi M.

C6 thé c6 mot ¥ nghia 16n lao trong su kién rang triét gia Pythagoras tai Hy
Lap va dirc Phat tai Phuong Dong déu xuat hién cung luc vao thé ky thir 6
B.C. Ca hai Ngai d€u la nhiing nha tu tuong va hoat dong manh bao va sau
sac...

R.Buckminster Fuller (1895-1984), mot nha phat minh, triét gia va ky su
nguoi My.

La mot nguoi nghién ciu vé ton gido ty gido, to1 tin tuong dao Phat la dao
hoan toan nhat ma thé gidi da c6. Hoc thuyét tién hoa va luan hoi cao dep
hon bét ctr niém tin nao khac. Khong phai lich sur ton gido cling khong phai
1a sy nghién ctru triét hoc ma chinh nghe nghiép chuyén mon cua to61 nhu la
mot bac si di dua t6i 1an dau tién den thé gi6i tu tuong Phat giao. Cong viée
ctia toi 1a chira tri nhitng khd dau vé mit tAm than va chinh diéu nay da dua
day t6i lam quen v0i quan dlem va phuong phap cua Bac thay vi dai coa
nhan loai, ma dé tai chinh yéu 1a su kho dau trién mién, gia, bénh va chét.
Bac si Carl C. Jung (1875-1961), tam ly gia nguoi Thuy Si va nguoi sang
lap truong chuyén vé nghanh tam 1y.

Loi giang day cin ban cua Ngai Co Pam, nghién ctu tir ¢di gbe ngay nay da
tré nén ro rang va dé hiéu va hoan toan phu hop voi nhiing tu tuong tan tién.
N6 vuot khoi tit ca nhirng su tranh chap, va la sy thanh tyu ciia mot trong
nhimg ngudn tri tué thé nhdp tuyét voi ma thé giéi da tung biét dén.
Hon hét moi anh hudng trong bién nién st nhan loai, dao Phat di dong gop
nhiéu hon cho nhitng su tién b ctia nén van minh thé giéi va nén van hoa
cua nhan loai...

H.G. Wells (1866-1946).

Ta nhap thé bang tinh yéu bat ngat, du cudc doi van quan quai thuong dau.
Bat ctr ai néu cham chu doc mot vai bai thuyét phap cua duc Phat cling sé
nhan thay sy nhip nhang, su yén tinh cua tdm hon, sy cao dep vui tuoi, su



quyét tam khong may may lay chuyén, long yéu thuong dat dao va sy kién
tri khong bo bén.

NOi dung tri tu¢ nhimg 161 day cua Ngai chi la mot phan sy nghiép cua Ngai,
va nira con lai 1a cudc doi ctia Ngai, doi séng thue ma Ngai da song, mot su
tu tap, su tu tu tip tdm linh cao nhat ma Ngai dd hoan tit va dem ra giang
day & noi day. Dirc Phat da hoan tat su tu tap tdm linh cho chinh minh va
chu d¢ tr cia Ngai. Ngai da dé xuit mot muc dich va di dat duoc nhiing két
qua ma cac nha hanh dong chan chinh néi danh ctia phuong Tay da phai nga
mil kinh phuc.

Herman Hesse (1877-1962), nguoi doat giai thuéng Nobel van chuong.

Chang han néu ching ta thic mac liéu vi tri ciia 4m dién tir ding yén, ching
ta phai trd 101 1a khong; néu chung ta hoi li¢u vi tri cua am dién tu c6 thay
d6i cung véi thoi gian hay khong, chiing ta phai tra 101 1a khong; néu chung
ta hoi rang liéu am dién tir c6 yén nghi hay khong, chung ta phai tra 1oi 1a
khong; néu hoi am dién tir c6 di dong hay khong, ching ta phai tra 1oi 1a
khong. dirc Phat ciing tra 161 nhu vay khi dugc héi vé nhiing diéu kién vé tu
ngé cua con nguoi sau khi chét, nhung chung khong phai la nhing cau tra
101 twong ty ddi véi truyén thong cua nén khoa hoc thé ky 17 va 18.
Robert Oppenheimer, nha vét Iy hoc, cha dé cia trai bom nguyén tir dau tién
cua Hoa Ky.

Chu nghia bi quan yém thé bay t0 thai do tuy€t vong d6i véi doi song, mot y
ni¢m tong quat va mo ho rang doi séng diy diy kho dau va toi 16i. Trong
thuc té, gido 1y nguyén thily ciia dirc Phat ciing lac quan nhu bat luan chu
nghia lac quan nao khic ¢ phuong Tay. Chu truong rang Phat gido 1a "bi
quan" 1a chi 4p dung sudng vao Phat gido nguyén tic dic cach cua nguoi
phuong Tay, theo d6 khong thé co hanh phuc néu khong c6 tu ngid. Ngudi
Phat ttr chan chanh nhin twong lai v6i tinh than nhiét thanh huéng vé hanh
phuc truong cuu.

Encyclopaedia of Britannica.

Tinh chét 6n hoa cua dan toc An biéu hién tron ven gido 1y cua duac Phat.
Phat gido truyén ba tinh than bat bao dong, tirc 1 long bi man d6i vai tat ca
ching sanh. Poi véi nguoi cu si Phat tu, ché tao va budn ban sung dan, chét
doc, chat say, giét hai cam thG déu 13 nhiing giéi khoéng nén pham.
Aldous Huxley.



Chéc chin c6 nhiing 1y do dé chu truong rang cai "Toi" ngdy hom nay va cal
"Toi" ngay hom qua la mot, va dé lay mot thi du hlen nhién hon nita, néu
cing mot luc, toi thdy mot ngudi va nghe nguoi Ay noi thi 1d rang 1a cai
"T6i" nghe va cai "To6i" thdy 1a mot.

Bertrand Russell-Religion and Science.

That khong phai qué dang khi qua quyet rang nho¢ sy trung gian cia nguoi
Ba Tu ma nhimg nguoi Hy Lap hiéu ky dong thoi voi dic Phat..da thau
nhap nhiing kién thirc it nhiéu chinh xac vé thoi ky van hoa cuc thinh cia
phuong Dong.

Greek Thinkers- st gia Garbe.

Nhiing ai dugc ¢ trong mot gia toc hodc trong mot lang nam theo luu vuc
song Hang (Ganges) that 1a hiru phudc, vi noi ddy dan chiing séng trong tinh
than bac 4i, an lanh, trong tinh than cong 1y cao thuong, noi day dan chung
duogc hit tho mot thir khong khi nhe nhang, do nhimg 101 gian di chat phac
tao nén... Ta cling co thé noi rang nhitng ai séng trong mot gia dinh hoic
mot lang nim trong luu vuc song Thames ngdy nay ciing khong kém phan
httu phudc, vi noi day giao ly tur bi gitta nguoi va nguoi cua duc Phat da
thAm nhuan doi song gia dinh va xa hoi va di lam cho nén luan 1y viing
chic. Gido 1y d6 van con rd rang, day da va thich hop v6i nguoi Anh hién
nay, cling nhu tir bao gio, da thich hop v6i nguoi An.

Gido su Rhys Davids.

Ptrc Phat 1 su hién than cta tt ca nhimg dirc hanh ma Ngai thuyét giang.
Trong subt cudc hanh trinh 45 nim day thanh cong va dang ghi nhd cua
Ngai, Ngai da chuyén dich tat ca nhiing ngon tir ciia minh thanh hanh dong;
va khong c¢6 chd ndo ma Ngai khong noi hét nhitng khiém khuyét cta con
nguoi hodc 1a nhitng sy dam mé ha liét thdp hén. Nén tang luan 1y dao duc
cha yéu cua dirc Phat 1a hoan hao nhat ma thé gi6i da ting biét dén.
Gido su Max Muller, Hoc gia nguoi Buc.

Paul két hop tinh yéu véi long tin va hy vong, va quan diém cia ong ta vé
tinh yéu lién quan dén niém tin va hy vong: " Tinh yéu, éng ta néi, 1a tin
tudng tat ca moi thtr va hy vong moi thir." Theo t6i, tinh yéu khong co
nghia 13 tin tudng vao tit ca va hy vong tat ca. Tinh yéu song soat khi sy v&
mong, that vong bit dau va tiép tuc ¢ su that vong, budn rau Tinh yéu
khong phai 14 thir tinh thuong ngung hoat dong khi khong c6 niém tin va hy



vong. Mién 1a khi nao con niém tin va hy vong hd trg tinh yéu thi d6 chi la
mot thir tinh yéu tré con. Rang tinh yéu 13 hanh phuc dé chiu 1a mot chuyén
hoang dudng mang tinh chat thoi trang. Dirc Phat biét rang tinh yéu mang lai
"sy ton thuong va kho dau, budn rau, that vong, 4o ndo"; va Ngai khuyén
thai do ly tham, khong chép thu. Tinh yéu ma t6i xem nhu 1a mot dtirc hanh
thi khong phai 1a mot tha tinh yéu mu quang vé ngudi minh yéu hodc 13
nguoi minh tin cdy, mot tinh yéu day hy vong cta Paul, nhung tinh yéu ma
biét nhing gi dic Phat da biét va van yéu, v6i doi mit mo rong.
Gido su Walter Kaufmann, triét gia nguoi My.

Anh ta doc nhiéu sach va hiéu sdu sic vé kinh dién Phat gido, phién dich
kinh dién sang Phap ngir, va tham chi viét tiéu st ciia dirc Phat. Nhung cin
nguyén sau xa khién cho anh ta quan tdm thich tha dao Phat 1a sy kién ma
anh ta cam thay Phat gido dd mang lai cho anh ta sy cing cb tryc tiép vé tu
tudng triét hoc dé giai toa nhimng sy thit vong trong cudc song cua anh
ta...Jack tuan gir gidi thir nhat trong dao Phat hon tt ca nhiing thir khac va
phat biéu rang: "Tat ca doi 1a kho dau".

Ann Charters.
Néu t6i biét rang dtrc Phat s& thuyét giang ¢ day vao ngay mai, thi trén thé
gian nay khong c6 mdt thr gi c¢6 thé ngdn can viéc t61 di dén nghe Ngai

thuyét giang. Va t6i s& theo Ngai cho dén cing.

J Krishnamurti, triét gia nguoi An (1895-1986). Krishnamurti

Nguodi An, ngudi Aztec, va ngudi Mé-hi-cd xua! Tat ca déu lam cho t6i
thich thi va da 1am cho t6i thich tha trong nhiéu nim qua, c6 mot suc quyén
rii, v mot phép than diéu ddi véi t6i. Khong phai 1a dic Phat. Bac Phat 1a
mdt con ngudi qua hoan hao va sung man ddi véi toi.

D. H. Lawrence (1885-1930), tiéu thuyét gia ngudi Anh.

Ngay nay khoa hoc dang thur thach su han ché ctia bd ndo con nguoi, mot bo
ndo bao gdm khoang 10.000 triéu té bao duoc kich thich xung dién da dugc
tru tinh voi nhitng ban nang cua lich sur lau dai cua ching ta va dé tlep thu
nhimg ¥ kién méi du dung hay sai. Tong s6 nhirng té bao nay cung cip cho
chung ta biét dugc ca tinh ludn thay ddi cta chung ta va sy loai bo ting phan
bang cach giai phau hay thay ddi nhip bang su diéu tri bat ngo thay d6i nhan
cach cua chung ta...


http://thuvienhoasen.org/index-tacgia-krishnamurti.htm

Ban thay rd rang durc Phét la mot con nguoi gian don, tén tuy, don chiéc,
phan dau dé dat duoc anh sang tri tué, mot ca nhan mang ban chat con nguoi
sinh dong, chir khong phai 1a mot huyén thoai. Trong sé cac truyén thuyét
than ky toi cling cam thdy c6 mot con ngudi, d6 1a duc Phat. Ngai da ggi buc
thong diép tiéu biéu cho tinh cach cia t6n gido minh cho toan thé nhan loai
trén khip toan cau. Nhiéu tu tuéng hién dai tuyét voi nhat cia chung ta ngay
nay rat hai hoa véi gido 1y cua Ngai. Ngai day tat ca nhitng khd dau va sy
bat mén trong cudc sdng 1a do ich ky. fch ky ¢6 3 hinh thire. Mot 1a sy tham
mudn nhim thoa man nhitng cam gidc ctia c4 nhan; hai 1a su khat ai, hay
mudn bat tir; ba 1a tham vong duogc thanh cong vé cua cai vat chit va thé
gian tran tyc. Trudc khi mot con ngudi mudn tré nén thanh tinh, anh ta phai
tir bo 16 séng cho nhitng nhu cau duc vong ciia chinh minh. Sau d6, anh ta
moi c6 thé trd thanh mot bac vi nhan. dtc Phat, ra doi trudc Pang Christ, da
dung nhiéu hinh thirc ngon nglr khac nhau dé kéu goi con ngu’(n hay sbéng
v6i dirc tinh vi tha. Xét vé mot sé phuong dién, Ngai rat gan gili voi chung
ta va nhiig nhu ciu cta chung ta. Ngai rat minh bach hon Chaa dbi véi tinh
than phuc vu con ngudi, va khong mo hd vé van dé bat tir clia ca nhan.
H.G. Wells

Néu chung ta a0 uéc mudn nhin thdy con ngudi thanh thién nhat cta nhan
loai, hdy nhin vi hoang dé trong y phuc cia mot ngudi hanh khat; chinh 1a
Nguoi ma su thanh thién ciia Ngai vi dai nhat so véi tat ca nhan loai.
Abdul Atahiya thi nhan Hoi gido.

Néu bat ky van dé nao phai duoc xem xét, thi van dé dy phai dugc xem xét
mot cach hai hoa an lac va dan chu nhu phuong phap ma dtc Phat da day.
Nehru

Su khac biét giira dirc Phat va mot chiing sanh tim thudng thi giéng nhu sy
khac biét gitta mot ngudi binh thuong va nguoi dién khung mat tri.
Mot nha van.

Dirc Phat c6 thé duge d& dang dé chon lua nhu 13 mot nhan vat duoc dai da
s0 nhan loai ton kinh nhat.

Gido su Saunders, Téng thu ky van hoa Y.M.C.A, An Do, Mién dién va
Tich Lan.

DPtrc Phat vi dai hon tit ca cac hoc thuyét va tin diéu khac, va thong di¢p
vinh ctru cua Ngai da [am cho nhan loai rung dong qua nhicu thoi dai. Co 1€
khong thoi diém nao trong lich sir qua khir nhan loai ma thong diép vé hoa



binh ciia Ngai lai can thiét hon cho nhan loai dang kho dau va dién cudng
nhu thé gidi hién nay.

Nehru

Khi ching ta doc nhiing bai phap cua duc Phat, ching ta bi cam kich bdi
tinh than 1y tri khoa hoc ctia Ngai. Con duong dao duc luan 1y cta Ngai,
ngay trong nhitng budc dau tién 1a nhitng quan diém dung dan, mot cai nhin
Iy tri. Ngai nd lyc nham xua tan tat ca nhiing mang nhén giang mac lam anh
huong dén cai nhin va dinh ménh cta nhan loai.

Tién si S. Radhakrishnan, dirc Phat Cé Pam

Pic diém noi bat dang cha y nhat ctia dirc Phat 1a sy két hop doc nhat vo nhi
giita mot tinh than khoa hoc tram tinh va su thong cam tham uyén dam am
va tir tam. Thé giéi ngay nay ngay cang huéng vé dtrc Phat nhiéu hon vi chi
c6 Ngai la nguoi dai dién cho luong tdm cua nhan loai.

Moni Bagghee, "duc Phat Cua Chung Ta".

Durc Phat 1a nguoi tién phong nhu 1a mot nguoi thuong yéu nhan loai va la
mot triét gia siéu pham két horp trong minh mdt cé tinh dling cam va sang
choi. Ngai ¢6 nhitng diéu dé néi ma khong mot ai kho long ma quén duoc la
sau hon 2500 nam hang say, voi va va thuyet giang vé nén tang cua tri thuec.
Vi dai hon 13 tri tué ctia Ngai 1a mot tim guong ma NGai di dua ra lam
ching.

Moni Bagghee, dtrc Phét cua chiing ta.

Durc Phat nhu 1a mét bac luong y. Cling nhu bac si phéi biét chan doan nhiéu
cin bénh khic nhau, nguyén nhan cta bénh, thudc giai doc va phuong phap
chita tri, va c6 thé ap dung thubc thich hop; dirc Phat ciing vay, NGai day
cho chiing ta Bén chén 1y thanh thién (TG Thanh Dé) chi ra su hién hitu cia
kho dau, nguyén nhan cua khd, sy doan diét va con duong dua dén su diét
tan cua kho dau.

Tién si Edward Conze, "Phat giao"

buc Phat khong phai 1a tai san cua riéng cho gidi Phat tir. Ngai 1a tai san cta
toan thé nhan loai. Gido phap ciia NGai danh cho tit ca moi ngudi. Moi ton
gido, duoc ra doi sau duc Phat, da muon nhiéu y tudng hay dep tur dirc Phat.
Mot hoc gia Hdi Gido.



Ptic Phat 1a mot ngudi cha nhin thay dan con cta minh dang nd dua, vui
choi trong ngon lira thé gian day nguy hiém va Ngai dung moi phuong tién
thién xao dé ctru cac con minh ra khoi nha lira dang chay nay va dua ching
dén noi an lac ctia Niét-ban.

Gido su Lakshimi Narasu, "Tinh Hoa Cua Phat giao"

Cang ngay toi cang cam thay rang ditc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni gan giii nhét
vé dic tinh va thuc nghiém cua Ngai. Ngai la con duong, 1a chan ly, va la I&
song.

Giam muc Milman.

D6 chinh 1a luc t6i dang sinh séng tai Oxford vao nhitng nim dau nam 1970
t6i bat dau quan tim thich thu Phat gido. Cudc doi cua toi thi diy diy nhiing
bbi 16i va cang thang, va toi tim thay triét Iy dao Phat mot phuong phap tu
duy ma cé thé 1am say ddm t6i boi sy thanh tinh vang ling va 16i phan tich
triét dé nhiing tham duc, su tir bd tat ca nhiing stc manh cua mot thé gidi
cam xuc hu 40 ma toi dang séng, va mot sy hira hen ctia mot sy thanh that
manh mé& khong mang ban chét tinh cam.

Andrew Harvey tac gia ngudi Anh va nha tho cua truong dai hoc Fellow of
all Souls Oxford.

Tbi roi An Do va tré vé Colombo, noi t6i lam mot nguoi khach ctia mot gia
dinh sinh vién Sinhalese ma t61 gap anh ta tai Perth. Ho déu 1a Phat tir, nha
ctia ho xung quanh mot ngdi dén, va khong khi ngoi nha rat 1a yén tinh va on
hoa. T6i dam lun rat nhiéu vé Phat phap voi ho va ho dua t6i di dén mot
ngdi dén nam trén nhitng ngon doi tai Kandy, noi ma tdi gip nhirng tu si va
t6i doi thoai rat nhiéu vé vi tru tri gia cua ngoi chua, vi tru tri nay da giai
thich cho toi rat nhiéu vé dao Phat. Téi cam thdy vo cung thich tha vé ton
g140 nay.

Mot nha 1&r hanh ngudi Au chau

Phat gido 1a mot hé thong khong biét dén theo y niém cua Ty phuong; tir
chdi mot sy hién hiru cia mot linh hon ¢ noi con ngudi; coi durc tin vao su
bét tir 1a mot sy sai lam; tir chdi bat ctr két qua nao cua sy cAu nguyén va hy
sinh dang hién than linh. Pao Phat con 1a mot hé théng khuyén con ngudi
khong nén tréng cdy vao dau nhung chi bang nd lyc cua chinh ban than dé
dat dugc su gidi thoat, ctru 16i cho chinh minh; mot hé théng ma su thanh
tinh ban lai ctia n6 khong biét gi vé nhitng hanh nguyén cua sy phuc ting va



chua bao gio tim sy ctru gitp ctia mot canh tay thé tuc nao, nhung da truyén
ba khap nhan loai.

Trong thé gidi day bdo t6 va xung dot, han thu va bao dong, théng diép cua
dtrc Phat toa sang nhu mot vang thai duong ruc rd. C6 18 khong mot thoi
diém nao trong lich st nhan loai ma thong diép cua Ngai lai can hon cho thé
gio1 cua nhimg qua bon nguyén tir va khinh khi. Hon hai nghin nam qua da
lam tang thém strc séng va su that cua thong diép nay. Chung ta hdy nho lai
btrc thong diép bat diét d6 va c¢d ging udn ning tu duy va hanh dong cia
chung ta dua trén 4nh sang cia chan Iy d6. Chung ta c6 thé binh than ddi
dién v6i nhiing sy kinh hoang ciia thoi dai bom nguyén tir va gitp mot phan
nho trong viéc thic day con nguoi tu duy va hanh dong dung dan.
Nehru

Pay 1a mot hé théng gido ly ma chung ta c6 thé thuc hanh theo mot cach tu
tin. Liéu noi nao trong thé giol cdc ton gido, hé thng thd cung tén gido va
cac tin ngudng, chung ta c6 thé tim thdy mot bac dao su thong thai nhu thé?
Trong chudi nhiing vi sao sang to, Ngai 14 vi tinh ti khong 16 ciia nhiing vi
sao sang nhat, vi dai nhat. Khong co gi 1a ngac nhién may khi ma cic nha
khoa hoc, triét gia, va nhiing con nguoi c¢6 hoc thirc cao da khang quyét
réng "Ngai 12 con Ngudi vi dai nhat chua timg ¢ trong lich str nhan loai".
Vang hao quang toa sang cua bac thay vi dai nay roi sang khap thé gian dau
kho va téi tam, gidng nhu ngon hai dang dan dudng va toa sang cho nhan
loai.

Mot nha van Au chau.

Nhiing gido ly nhu : Lich thi€p, thanh tinh, tir bi va sy gidi thoat khdi nhiing
tham 4i ich ky 1a nhiing 161 day can ban ctia dao Phat- mot ton gido vi dai
cua Phuong Pong.

E.A. Burtt, "dtic Phat Tt Bi"

Phat phap gidéng nhu mot cai cau duoc khéo xiy bang nhig manh thép
uyén chuyén, linh dong, gié va nudc khé 1am cho néd huy hoai duge. No tu
thich nghi véi nhitng hoan canh thay doi, nhung dong thoi né ciing da cung
cd mot cach chic chan nhitng nén tang va md ra mot con dudng an toan dua
dén sy Bat T, Niét-ban.

Phra Khantipalo, "Khoan Dung"



Phuong Pong huyén bi, qué huong mau md cua cac tén gido, chac chin da
cung cép cho chung ta mot sy phat hién chan that & noi dao Phat, béi vi dao
Phat giup cho ching ta biét dugc vé dep cua luan 1y dao dirc va su thanh tinh
von tiém an sau xa trong ban chat cta con nguol ma khong can mot dang
than linh nao khac hon 1a mot ddng than linh trt an trong tAm cta con ngudi
dé thuc tinh ho sng mot cudc séng huy hoang.

Charles T. Gorham

Phat gido 1a mot ton gido rat thiét thuc boi vi Phat gido quan diém vé cudc
doi va thé giéi mot cach thuc té. Phat gido khong 16i kéo ching ta dén thién
dang cua nhitng nguoi vo tri mot cach sai 1am. Phat gido ciing khong de doa
va lam cho ching ta khd so bang tat ca nhimg ndi 4am anh so hii tudong
trong va cam giac toi 16i. Ton gido nay kéu goi chiing ta mot cach chinh xac
va khach quan nhirng gi chiing ta dang 1a va nhimg gi thé gidi xung quanh
chung ta, va chi cho chung ta con duong dua dén tu do giai thoat hoan toan,
su an lac, hanh phuc.

Thuong toa Tién si W.Rahula.

St m¢nh cua dic Phat vo cung doc dao ti€u biéu cho tinh cach cta Phat
gido. Va vi thé, sir ménh nay dung biét 1ap han véi cac ton gido khac trén thé
gid1. St ménh ctia Ngai 1a mang lai nhiing loai chim 1y tudng bay trén khong
gian nhung gan miat dat hon, boi vi thirc dn cia chung thudc vé trai dat.
Hazzat Inayat Khan, "Thong di¢p cua Sufi"

Phat gido di cung tmg cho budc tién cta nén vin minh thé gidi va vin hoa
that sy, nhiéu hon bat luan anh huoéng nao khéc trong ky su cua nhan loai.
Str gia H.G.Wells

Vin minh Phat gido vuon minh 1én viing vang trude khi tat ca moi ngudi
dén nam trong anh hudng ciia nd, mot kiéu mau cua con nguoi xing dang
dugc kinh trong phai nhu vay, mdt nhan vat ly tudng dang néu guong lanh
cho hang vua chua ciing nhu hang cing dinh...san xuét tai san dé st dung
trong cong tac xa hoi thay vi loi ich ca nhan, do ludng c4 nhan bang gia tri
dao duc va tri tu¢, khong phai béng quyén lyc kinh té, va su 16n manh cua
qudc gia bang tinh trang thanh binh thanh vuong cua dan trong nudce chi
khong phai thing bang chi s6 chi thau thwong mai. D6 1a vai gia tri dugc cu
thé hoa trong 1y tudng ctia ngudi Phat ti.

Tién si Richard A. Gard



Duy nhat trong tat ca cac ton gido 16n thé gidi, Phat gido tién hanh trén con
duong cua minh ma khong gay sat hai, hanh ha, cam doan, ki€ém duyét hoac
tim to1 so1 boi.

Aldous Huxley

To6n gido cua nhing tam hén cao ca va toan ven nhét ¢ thé ton tai chung ma
hoan toan khong cé nlem tin khai thi nao, trong y nghia chan that nhat cua
danh tir khong co niém tin noi tinh chat cdt yéu ciia dao gido than khai, noi
c6 mot than linh vo ngi. Trong danh tir than linh v6 ngi, t6i bao gdm tat ca
nhimg ¥ niém vé cai goi 1a than linh siéu nhan, ciing mot ban chat tinh than
va dao duc nhu mot ngudil nhung & tﬁng 16p cao hon, hodac mdt nang luc dao
dtc siéu pham.

Julian Huxley, Relegion without Revelation

Bang duc hy sinh rong 16n ménh mong cua Ngai, bang hanh tir khudce vi dai
ctia Ngai, va bang pham hanh thanh tinh v6 nhiém cta doi Ngai, Ngai da ghi
tac 1én trén Aan do gido nhing dau vét khong bao gio phai mo, va dbi voi
béc thay vi dai 4y, Adn d6 gido con mang mot mdi no phai duogc tri 4n mudn
doi.

Mahatma Gandhi

T6i khong biét cai chi trén thé gian nay vi dai hon hinh anh cta dtc Phat. D6
la sy hi¢gn than tuyét hao cua tdm linh trong linh vyc hitu hinh.
Ba tudc Kayserling " The Travel Diary of a philosopher".

Duc Phat Iac nao cling 1a nguén goi cdm doi dao cho téi... chinh pham cach
ca nhan cua Ngai da 161 cudn toi.

Nehru

Phat gido truyén day mot 101 song, khong phai bang cach thong tri ma bang
nguyén tic, mot 16i song tot dep, va do la mot ton giao khoan dung do
luong. Pay 1a h¢ thong tir thién nhat dudi mat troi. Khong bao gio va khong
noi ndo c6 mau do trong su nghiép truyén ba. Khong bao gid c6 su hanh ha
nguoc dai nhiing ai khong cung theo mdt tin ngudng- mot bai hoc ma nguoi
Co dbc gido van con phai hoc. duc Phat day cho con nguoi lam cho thé gidi
ngay cang tot dep hon va hién tai thanh thién.

Joseph Wain



Ta c6 thé nhan thay trong gido huan cua dic Phat nhimng diém gidng nhau
gitra Phat gido va dan chu. Ngai khuyén day long khoan dung dai luong, y
niém khoi day nhiing cudc thao luan, quyén tu do lya chon rong rai, binh
dang bat bao dong, vo thuong-mdi y niém ay déu di ngugc dong nhimg tap
tuc thong thuong vao thot cua Ngai. B6 1a nhirng khai niém cach mang ma
dtrc Phat dua vao tir 2500 nidm trude day. D6 1a nhitng cai tién tri thire trong
dai.. nhung tat ca déu c6 tinh cach dan chu, trong nodi dung ciing nhu tac .
Gido su Ralps Buultjens " Buddhism and Democracy"

Con duong cua Phat gido 1a con duong trung dao gitta hai cuc doan. Pay
khong phai 1a mot su thoa hiép yéu dudi, nhung 13 mot su vira phai hop 1y
tranh sy cudng tin va su ludi biéng gidi dai, va tién 1én mot cach déu déu va
c6 quyét tim ma khong c6 su chan chir dem lai sy phan ung riéng, ma ludn
tién khong ngimg budc. Puc Phéit goi né 1a Con Pudng Tam Nganh (Bat
thanh dao) dua dén Niét-ban, va con duong nay co thé dugc xem nhu 1a mot
cudc hanh trinh tu tdp tdm linh thanh thi¢n cao quy nhét, song duogc biéu
hién & mot hinh thure gidn don.

Phat gido ciing khong bi quan hay yém thé. Phat gido 1a mot hé thong tu
duy, mot tén gido, mot khoa hoc tam linh, va mét triét 1y séng hop 1y, thiét
thuc va bao ham tat ca. Hon 2500 nam, Phat gido da lam thoa man nhiing
nhu cau tdm linh ctia hon 1/3 nhan loai. Pao Phat moi goi nhitng ai di tim
chan 1y boi vi Phat gido 1a mot ton gido khong co gido diéu, 1am thoa man
nhu ciu cua 1y tri cling nhu con tim, nhan manh tinh than tu tin, ty lap di
kém voi su khoan dung ddi v6i quan diém cua nhitng ngudi khac, bao ham
ca khoa hoc, ton gido, triét hoc, tAm 1y hoc, huyén thoai, dao durc luan 1y va
nghé thuat. Pao phat con chi ra duy con ngudi 13 ding sang tao cua kiép
séng hién tai cia minh va la nguoi thiét ké doc nhét toan bo sinh ménh cta
anh ta.

Christmas Humphreys (1901-1983), thAm phéan ndi tiéng ngudi Anh.

T6i cang tu tap thién chi, t6i cang trd nén c6 4n tuong véi phuong phap nay
nhu 12 mot hé théng huan luyén tdim. N6 phu hop véi thai do cua tAm cua
ngudi phuong Tay chung ta khi nghién ctu khoa hoc: khong thanh kién,
khong thién vi, khach quan va phan tich. N6 dya trén kinh nghi¢m ca nhéan
va truc tiép chir khong dua vao ¥ kién hay quan diém ctia mot ai khac. N6 vo
cung don gian va tan dung vua phai sy cha y mot cach co ban don gian nhu
mot cai nhin dugc duy tri nhung trong mot sy chon lya can than va hé thong
gidi luat nghiém khic. Do d6, n6é kham pha ra tat ca nhiing sy phan quyét



hap tap, thiéu chinh x4c, tat ca nhimng diéu noi vé no, tat ca nhirng tranh luan,
thdo luan, va mot sy lang phi thot gian nhu ching ta thuong dam mé trong
thé gioi TAy Phuong cta ching ta. Trén thuc té, nd giai thoat chung ta ra
khoi cudc séng theo dudong mon va sy tréi budc cua chinh minh, nhiing
thanh kién cua ching ta, nhitng 161 sdo, sy vO minh va sy bao thu cb chép
cua chung ta, nham muc dich tao cho ching ta su tu do nhin thé giol va
ching minh thé gi6i chan that.

Tién si Graham Howe MB.BS. DPM, nha vt 1y hoc ndi tiéng nguoi Anh.

Qua that chi c6 anh sang tir phuong Dong, tu nhimg triét ly song dong, hai
hoa va nhét 1a nhitng hudn thi sau sic va giao ly doc nhat vo nhi cua dutc
Phat s€ la sy dan trai va khoa lap nhimg 16 hong, cling nhu su giai trr cac
khung hoang cho doi song hién dai cta Ty phuong-mot doi sdng mang
danh 14 tién héa nhung thyc chat dang roi vao tha hoa.

Matthieu Ricard, nha khoa hoc vé sinh hoc phan tir nguoi Phap.

Thuc thé hay chan nga la su khang dinh bao la, khong c6 tinh phu dinh, su
can bang hoa giai hét moi thtr quan hé dinh méc rang budc..chan tim khong
bi rang budc bdi tat ca moi gi61 han. Trong con ngudi nd luén ludn duge xac
dinh nhu su lac quan, tich cuc nguoc lai voi su bi quan ti€u cuc.....Phat gido
1a mot triét thuyét siéu nghiém, moi hanh vi tao tdc du thién hay ac déu tao
ra qua va khong vuot khoi luat nhan qua.

Nguoi téut lanh hay thién tri thirc, ngoai viéc thay biét vé thién qudc con
thiy duoc nhitng diéu tot lanh trén mit dat, thdy dugc nhitng cong cu cao
quy cua nhimg tdm hdn cao quy. Khi chung ta thdy cac dudng xe hoa, cac
nha may va cac ngan hang, chung ta thuong hai cho su nghéo khé cia nhiing
nguoi Phat tr mo mong. Thuc sy, tinh than Phat gido cling tao ra mot luc
luong sang tao tuong tu, nhung né dem lai su binh yén va hanh phuc thuc su
cho toan thé vil tru thay vi su thy huong tran tuc qua viéc an ngon mac dep
va nhing ly ruou dat tién, nhung phai tra gia bang nhiig khé dau, bang
chién tranh boc 16t, bat cong va bang sa doa.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, nha van nguoi My.

Nhitng 101 Phat n6i 1a chan 1y t6i thuong ma ngudi nghe c6 thé dat dén chd
doan diét hoan toan moi khé dau; c6 thé di dén con dudng tot nhat dé dat
duoc chan tinh (Phat tinh) va c6 thé thanh Phat. Con dudng tt nhat dé dat
duoc Phat tinh 1a con duong thién dinh.



T6i biét mot s6 nguoi nghi x4u vé toi khi ho nghe t6i néi vé dic Phat, vi ho
kinh yéu Chua hon Phéat cua t61; nhung t61 cam doan rang t61 van vui long vi
long kinh yéu la nguyén tac chinh ctia lonhg mo dao.

Henry David Thoreau, nha van nguoi My

Ton gido cua twong lai s& 12 mot ton gido cua toan cau, vuot 1én trén moi
than linh, giéo diéu va than hoc. Ton gido 4y phai bao quét ca phuong dién
tu nhién lan siéu nhién, dat trén can ban cua y thie dao ly, phat xuat tir kinh
nghlem tong thé gém moi linh vuc trén trong cai nhat thé diy du ¥ nghia.
Phat gido s& dap tmg day du cac diéu kién do.

Néu c6 mot ton gido nao duong dau v&i cac nhu cau cua khoa hoc hién dai
thi d6 1a Phat gido. Phat gido khong can xét lai quan diém ciia minh dé cép
nhat hoéa voi nhitng khdm pha méi cua khoa hoc. Phat gido khong can tir bo
nhiing quan diém cta minh dé xu hudng theo khoa hoc, vi Phat gido bao
ham ca khoa hoc cling nhu vuot qua khéi khoa hoc.

Albert Einstein, nha vat ly hoc hién dai.

Phat gido 1a mot ton gido cao ca nhat, va 1a mot trong nhiing tia sang vi dai
nhat khong chi riéng cho Chau & ma cho khap toan cau.

Schopenhauer, triét gia ngudi Puc

Trong dao Phat, khong co than thanh nao c6 kha ning giai thoat con ngudi.
Chi c6 chinh con nguodi c6 kha nang do, hién tai va ngay ¢ day.

Str gia Jean Marc.

Khoa hoc va dao Phat c6 mot nén tang chung vé tuong quan, turong duyén,
va khai niém vo thuong. Moi hién tuong déu duoc coi nhu mdt miu trong
mang ludi cia quan hé nhan qua; vi thé nén né khong co ban chét riéng biét.
Cach nhin 4y nguoc lai v6i nhitng cach nhin cua nhitng ton gido 10n, tin noi
dang Than linh. C4c ton gido nay khang dinh sy t6n tai cia nhiing thyc thé
bat di, bat dich, vuot ngoai quy luat nhan qua, nhu c6 Thuong dé, c6 Chua,
c6 linh hon.

Francisco Varela, nha sinh hoc than kinh, Giam ddc nghién ctru cua Trung
tam Nghién ctru Khoa hoc toan qudc, Phap.



Ptrc Phat véi tri tué vi dai da chéng lai cac tap tuc mé tin, cac 18 nghi phién
toai, cac Thﬁy tu Ba-la-mo6n thu doan va nhitng dac quyén dac loi danh cho
giai cdp ndy. Ngai di 1én an nhimg quan niém than hoc va siéu hinh hoc, cac
bua phép, su thién khai va sy siéu nhién phan khoa hoc. Ngai chu trong dén
logic, 1y tri va thuc nghiém. Ngai nhan manh dén cac phuong dién dao dic
va phuong phap cua NGai 1a sy phan tich mang tinh tdm 1y hoc...

Jawaharlal Nehru.

T4t ca moi ngudi song & A chau déu c6 thé hianh dién vé mot ton giao khong
nhimg c6 trudce ton gido Tay phuong ca hon 500 nam ma con co thé banh
truéng va duy tri ma khong can dung dén bao luc, va khong hé bi hen 4 boi
nhiing cudc chién tranh ton gido va Thanh chién.

Tién si Edward Conze-Buddhism.

Tat ca cac ton gido A Pong déu phai biét on Phat gido vé gido 1y dao dirc
nhit ma gia tri cua ton gido nay con hiru hiéu cho dén ngay bay gio ma tot
dinh cua gido 1y nay 1 long tir bi d6i v6i moi chiing sanh, gido 1y cua ding
Toan Giac.

William Hunter- A Brief History of The Indian People.

Phat gido thuc sy 13 lan gié xuan thoi tir dau nay t6i dau kia cua can vuon A
chiu va 1am n¢ ra, khong nhitng chi c6 nhitng bong sen & An DO, ma con
1am né nhitng béng hoa hong & Ba Tu, hoa dén dai & Tich Lan, hoa ctc &
Trung Hoa, hoa Anh dao & Nhat Ban v.v...Toan bd vin hoa A chau 1a vin
hoa Phat giao. Khong co noi nao ngoai Bong phuong ma tu twong Phat giao
lai c6 thé théng nhat. M01 quéc gia déu co cach riéng dé chap nhan tu tuong
Phat gido theo nhu cu dia phuwong, nhung khi khoi Dbong phuong phai d01
dau v6i khdi Tay Phuong thi tu tuong Phat gido 13 luc ndi két nhitng québc
gia nay lai véi nhau.

Ou day ching ta nhan manh su kién 13, néu lich st Phat gido co cho thé gbi
bai hoc nao, thi d6 1a trong su truyén ba dao Phat tir thung ling séng Hang
dén Tich Lan ¢ mién nam, cho téi Cao Nguyén Trung A & phia béc, roi toi
cac hai ddo Nhat Ban ¢ phia dong, Phat gido, van hda, van minh va giao duc
1a nhitng ban dong hanh khong thé tach roi nhau duoc.

Gido su Bapat- 2500 Years of Buddhism.



Toan thé vii tru 1a mot bai chién truong bao la hung vi. Noi noi déu dién ra
su tranh d4u. Sy hién hitu chi 1a mot sy tranh dau vo hiéu chéng lai nhiing
mam mdng ctia cac loai bénh khung khiép, giita cac phan tir véi cac phan ti,
cac nguyén tir v6i cac nguyén tir, cac dién tir v6i cac dién tir. Tam van 1a mot
canh chién tran. Sic, thinh, huong, vi, v.v...l1a nhitng hau qua cua sy phan
cong va su tham gia cia cdc nang luc bén ngoai. Chinh su hi¢n hiru cua
chién tranh chtrng minh rang trén thé gi¢i khong c6 mot quéc gia hoan toan
hoa binh va c6 mdt trang thai hoan toan an lac, hoa binh. P6 1a nhiing gi
chung ta goi 1a Thé gidi Niét-ban.

Thuong Toa Narada Thera- The Bodhisatva Ideal.

Ptc Phat khong han thu gidn dit voi thé gian. Ngai xem thé gian 1a vo
thuong va khd dau hon 13 ddi bai, toi 161, thé gian 12 v6 minh hon 1a phién
loan. Ngai khong hé bay to thai do budn phién vé nhitng ngudi khong nghe
theo NGai va cling khong bay t6 sy kho chiu.

Giao su Elliot- Buddhism and Hinduism.

L?m dau tién trong lich st nhan loai, dirc Phat da khuyén nhu, tha thiét yéu
cau, va kéu goi nhan loai khong nén lam sat hai sanh mang, khong nén dang
hién sy cau nguyén hodc la ca tung hay hy sinh sanh mang dang hién cting té
chu than linh. Véi tat ca tai hung bién trong nhitng 16i yéu cau cia NGai,
bac giac ngd da quyét liét tuyén bo rang cac vi than linh ciing 14 nhimg vi hét
strc can sy ciu rdi cho chinh cac vi.

Gido su Rhys Davids.

Y niém vé t0i 18i cta Pht gido ¢6 phan hoi khac vé ¥ niém cia thién chua
gido. Theo nguoi Phat tir, t01 16i chi 1a do vo minh hay khong hiéu ma gay
ra. Con nguoi toi 10i t6i bai 1a mot con ngudi v6 minh. Anh ta khong can su
trung phat va sy 1€n 4n ma can dugc su chi giao hudng dan. Anh ta khong
duoc xem nhu 1a mot ké vi pham nhiing ménh 1énh ctia Thugng dé hoic 1a
nhu 1a mot ké phai cau xin long bi man va su tha thir cia Thuong dé. Piéu
can thiét hon ddi voi nhitg ngudi ban pham ti nhu anh ta hay cho anh ta
biét duoc 18 phai cua con ngudi. Ngudi Phat tir khong tin ngudi pham t4i co
thé thoat duoc nhitng hau qua da gay ra bang nhirng nd luc cau nguyén dé
thuong luong véi Thuong dé.

John Walters- Mind Unshaken.



Phat gido va Ky na gido chic chin khong phai la An gido hoac la ngay ca
gido ly v¢ da. Nhung ca hai tén gido nay deu phat sinh tai An d6 va la nhimg
bd phén khong thé thiéu dugc trong doi song cua ngu’m dan An, nén van hoa
va triét hoc An. Tin d6 phat giao hay tin d6 Ky na gido tai An hoan toan 13
san pham cua tu duy va vin hoa An, song do khong phai la tin ngudng cua
An gido. D6 1a mot sy nham 14n khi dong hoa nén vin héa An DO voi nén
vin hoa An gido.

Nehru -Dicovery Of India.

Véiy kién can nhic than trong, t6i cho rang phan can ban thiét yéu nhét cua
nén gido 1y dtrc Phat hinh thanh nén mot phan khong thé thiéu duoc ctia An
gido. Hién nay nguoi An d6 gido tai An Do khong thé hoi tudng lai nhiing
dau vét cua ho va di dang sau budc chan cua nhing sy cai cach vi dai ma
dtrc Phat Co- dam da lam anh hudng dén An gido. Bang sy hy sinh 16n lao,
bang sy xuét thé vi dai cua Ngai, va sy thanh tinh hoan toan cua cudc doi
Ngai, Ngal da de lai mot 4n twong khong thé nao tdy xoa duoc cho An gido,
va An gido sudt doi nhé on cong lao vi dai cua bac thay vi dai do.
Thanh Mahatma Gandhi, Maha Bodhi.

Khong c6 mdt ton gido nao tai An D06 thoi tién Phat gido co thé duge cho 1a
ton gido thiét 1ap nén mot hé thong luan Iy dao dure va ton gido mang gia tri
pho quat va bat bude cho toan thé nhan loai.

Tién si S.N Dasgupta.

Duc Phat khong chi nhan ra su thuc tdi hau ma Ngai con trinh bay mot cach
r0 rang tri thirc tham uyén ctia Ngai vuot khoi nhitng pham tru cua linh vuc
tri thirc ctia nhan loai va céc than linh thoat khoi nhimg su nguy trang huyén
thoai va 16p vo hoang duong. OO diy, tuy nhién, tri thirc cia NGai duoc
trinh bay theo mot hinh thire thuyét phuc va ving chic dé cho con nguoi co
thé theo NGai ma hanh tri nhing 16 day a ay mot cach tich cyuc va ty tin. Vi
chinh 1y do nay, dtrc Phat khong yéu cau bat ky mot niém tin nao, nhung hira
hen mot tri thiec.

George Grimm, The Doctrine of The Buddha.

L?m dau tién trong lich su nhan loai, duc Phat tuyén bd mot su ciru rdi ma
moi nguoi co thé ty minh dat duoc va bang chinh ban than minh ngay trong
kiép séng hién tai ma khong can dén sy gitp d& t6i thiéu cua mot Dang
Thiéng Liéng nio hay céc vi than linh. Ngai hoan toan nhan manh vé gido 1y



tu tin, ty thanh tinh, thanh nha, giac ng6, an lac, va tinh thuong phd quat.
Ngai cling nhan manh sy can thiét cta tri thirc, boi vi khong c6 tri tué thi tri
tu¢ si€u viét khong thé dat duoc ngay trén cudc doi nay.

Giao su Elliot, Buddhism and Hinduism.

Khong phai chinh duc Phat da giai thoat con nguoi, nhung Ngai day ho tu
giai thoat cho chinh minh. Ho chép nhan vé gido 1y chan that ciia NGai
khong phai chi vi gido 1y d6 1a ciia NGai, nhung vi sy thuyét phuc cac nhan
NGai, dugc thuce tinh boi nhitng 101 day ctia Ngai, phat sinh tir dnh sang tri
tué cua chinh ho.

Tién si Oldenburg, mdt hoc gia nguoi Pc.

Khoa hoc khong thé dua ra long ty tin trong trudng hop nay. Nhung Phat
gido c6 thé duong dau voi nhitng thach thic cta nguyén tir bdi vi tri thirc
siéu thé cua Phat gido xudt phat tir diém ma khoa hoc két thic. Va diéu nay
rd rang ddi voi nhimg ai nghién ctru dao Phat. Boi vi, thong qua thién dinh
Phat gido, nhimg yéu t6 cdu thanh bd khuyet cho van dé da dugc ching
minh va cam nhan duoc, va sy khd dau, budn rau hodc "Dukkha" cua su
hi¢én hiru va diét tan (Ly duyén khéi) da tao ra chinh n6 vdi nhiing gi chiing
ta goi 12 mot "ty ngd" hay "linh hon"- sy v6 minh vé Sakkhayaditthi nhu da
duoc dé cap trong gido 1y cua dic Phat.

Egerton C. Baptist, -Supreme Science of the Buddha.

Phat gido gitp cho con nguoi ty dung viing trén doi ban chan cua chinh
minh va danh thuc su tu tin va tu nd lyc trong moi nguoi.

Hoa thuong Narada Thera-Buddhism in a Nutshell.

Con nguoi vi dai hon nhitng sttc manh mu quang cua thién nhién boi vi ngay
ca anh ta bi che phu bdi ching anh ta van duy tri duoc sy vuot trdoi hon vé
dtrc hanh cua su hiéu biét ciia anh ta vé nhitng hién tuong éy Lai nira, Phat
gido con chuyén tai chan ly di xa hon ntra: Phat gido chi ra rang bang nhiing
phuong tién cua su hiéu blet con ngudi cling c6 thé diéu khién nhitng hoan
canh, kiém soAt nhiing van dé. Con nguoi cd thé thoat ra khoi su che mo cua
nhiing hi¢n tugng sttc manh éy, va van dung nghiing quy luat cua ty nhién
dé ty minh vuon 1én.

Pascal



Luat theo ¥ nghia khoa hoc 14 mét san pham thiét yéu cua tam tri con ngudi
va khong c6 mot y nghia gi khi tach ra con nguoi. Lai cang c6 y nghia hon
khi tuyén bd rang con nguoi tao ra nhiing quy luat cua tu nhién hon la lap
luan nguoc lai rang tu nhién tao ra cho con ngudi nhiing quy luét.
Gido su Karl Pearson.

Con ngudi ngdy nay 1a két qua cta su lap lai hang triéu 1an nhing tu duy va
hanh dong cua anh ta trong vo luong kiép. Con ngudi khong phai 1a mot thi
san phém duoc 1am san; anh ta trd thanh va dang trg thanh. Nhan cach anh
ta do su lya chon cua chinh anh ta dinh doat, nhiing tu duy va hanh dong ma
anh ta chon ly cho riéng minh bang théi quen hinh thanh nén con nguoi
thuc tai cua anh ta.

Thuong toa Piyadassi.

Phat gido 1a mot ton gido hoat dong vi tinh than dan chi, dé cao tinh dan chu
trong ton gido, tinh dan chu trong xa hdi, va tinh dan chu trong linh vuc
chinh tr1.

Tién si Ambedkar.

Trén thé gi01 nay, dirc Phat da trinh bay nhing chéan ly vé nhu’ng gia tri vinh
clru va su tién bo vé mat luan 1y dao dirc khong chi cho riéng mot lanh tho
An D6 ma 1a cho toan thé nhan loai. Pac Phat 1a mot trong nhirng nha dao
due vi dai ky tai chua timg duogc chimg kién trén thé gian nay.

Albert Schweitzer, triét gia phuwong Tay.

Phat gido da dong gop nhiéu cho sy tién bd cua nhiing nén van minh thé gidi
va nén van hda chinh dang hon 1a nhiing su anh hudéng khac trong nhiing
bién nién st cua nhan loai.

H.G. Wells.

Khong mot trang st Phat gido nao da ting bi nhat mau di boi anh sédng cua
nhimng ngon Itra cta toa an di gido, hodc 13 bi lam den tdi boi lan khoi cia
nhitng nguoi ung hd di gido hodc la cac thanh thi cua nhitng ngudi dan theo
ta dao nong bong, hay bi nhudm dé boi mau ctia nhiing tdi nhan vo toi vi su
han thu ton gido. Pao Phat chi nam va st dung mot thanh guom duy nhat -
thanh guom cua tri tué¢, va chi nhan ra mot ké thu duy nhat- d6 1 vo minh.



D6 1a mot bang chung trong lich str, va ngudi ta khong thé chéi cii duoc.
Gido su Bapat, 2500 years of Buddhism.

D6 1a mot sy huy hoang cuia Phat giao ma né da tao ra sy giac ngod vé mit
tam linh nhu 12 mot diéu kién can thiét cho sy ctu rdi, giai thoat. Trong Phat
gido, su gidc ngd vé mit luan 1y dao dirc va tam linh 13 hai nhan t6 khong thé
chia cach nhau dugc. Trong khi luan 1y dao dic hinh thanh nén co s& cho
mot doi séng cao thugng hon, tri thirc va tri tu¢ lam hoan hao doi séng do.
Khoéng c6 mot su hiéu biét hoan toan vé quy ludt duyén khoi va chuyen hoéa,
thi khong mot ai c¢6 thé dugc cho 1a song co dao duc thuc sy néu anh ta
khong c6 mot tri tué ndi quan va tri thirc can thiét. Xét vé phuong dién nay,
Phat gido khac so véi tt ca nhitng ton gido khac. Tét ca cc ton gido thudce
nhat Than gido khai dau voi mot vai gia dinh nao dé, va khi nhiing gia dinh
nay tuong phan voi su phat trién cua tri thirc, thi sy budn rau, khé dau cang
tang truong. Nhung Phat gido khong bat dau bing nhitng gia dinh. Phat gido
dung trén tang d4 vimg chic cua nhirng su kién, va cho nén khong bao gio
lanh xa anh sang cua tri thuec.

Giao su Lakhsmi Narasu, The Essence of Buddhism.

Ptc Phat Co Pam bac bo ngay ca cai bong dang cia su hién hitu thudong
hing bang mot sirc manh siéu hinh hiru ich 16n lao cho nhitng ngudi nghién
clru triét hoc, vi xét thiy diéu d6 chi cung cip mot ntra nhu cau cho cac 16i
tranh luén noi tiéng thudc chu nghia ly tuong cua Giam Muyc Berkeley. That
1a mot dau hiéu dang ké Ve su suy doan té nhi cia Ngudi An rang dirc Phat
phai dugc nhin nhan sau sic hon cac nha theo chi nghia 1y tudng hién dai.
Ngay nay trén khap thé gidi tit ca nhan loai déu c6 khuynh hudng tu duy
giac ngd khong thién vé tu duy than hoc, ma thién vé tu duy triét hoc va tim
Iy hoc. Hoc thuyét nhi nguyén thﬁn hoc dang bi troi dat vao su hiém nguy.
Nhiing nguyén ly co ban cua tién hoa va nhat nguyén luan dang duoc cac
nha tu tuong thé giéi chap nhan.

Gido su Huxley, Evolution and Ethics.

Tai An Do 25 thé ky trudc day, nguoi ta da chimg kién mot cudc cach mang
vé tam linh va ton gido cudi cung da lat do dugc chu nghia doc than va gidi
tu si ich ky, va thiét 1ap nén mot ton gido tong hop, mot hé thong tri tué va tu
tuong co thé duge goi 1a Dhamma (Gido Phap)- mot Triét Hoc Ton Gido.
Anagarika Dharmapala, The World's Debt to Buddha.



Phat gido 1a mdt su chuan bi cho cudc séng theo mot cach ma cé thé mang
lai nhiing lo1 ich cao nhét cho cudc doi. Phat gido la mdt ton gido cua tri tu¢
ma & d6 tri thirc va kha nang 1y tri hoan toan chiém wu thé. dic Phat khong
thuyét giang dé ma gido hoa nhan loai vé ton gido cia minh ma dé lam cho
hang thinh gid nghe va giac ngd gido ly cua Ngai.

Mot nha van Tay phuong.

Phat gido ludn ludn 12 mot van dé cia thay va biét, chtr khong phai 1a van dé
clia tin tudng va cau nguyén. Gido Phap cua duc Phat dugc danh gia nhu 1a
mot hé thong gido Iy moi ban dén dé ma thiy, chir khong phai dén dé ma tin.
Thuong toa tién si W.Rahula, What the Buddha Taught.

Phat gido s& trudng ton cho dén khi nao mit troi va mat trang khong con
hién hitu nira, va cho dén khi nao nhéan loai khong con ton tai trén thé gian
nay ntra, boi vi Phat gido 1a mot ton gido cua con ngudi cling nhu cua chung
cho tat ca nhan loai.

Bandaranaike, cyu Thu tuéng Tich Lan.

Nguoi Phat tir khong phai 1a mot ké nd 18 cho kinh sach hodc cho bat cir
nguoi ndo. Anh ta ciing khong dang hién sy ty do tu tudng ctia minh bang
cach tro thanh dé tir cia dirc Phat. Anh ta ¢ thé hanh dong theo y chi chi tu
do ctia minh va phat trién tri thirc ctia anh ta dén mtrc do c6 thé tu minh
chtng thanh qua vi Phat boi vi tat ca moi nguoi déu cd thé thanh Phat.
Thuong toa Narada Maha Thera, What is Buddhism.

Dao Phat day mot cach séng khong phai 1a theo luat 16 ma 1a theo nguyén 1y,
mot 16i séng cao dep; va két qua la, Phat gido 1a mot ton gido cua tu bi
khoan dung. Phat gido 1a mot hé thong nhan tir nhat trén thé gian nay.
Gido si Joseph Wain.

Poc mdt it kién thic vé Phat gido 1a nhan thuc réng hon 2500 nam trudc
day, dao Phat biét nhiéu hon vé van dé tam 1y hién dai cua ching ta hon la
nhan loai da biét dén. Nhitng tin d0 dao Phat dd nghién ctru nhitng van dé
nay tir lau va ciing da tim ra nhiing giai Phap cho van dé.

Tién si Graham Howe.



Hién nay, ching ta nghe thay nhiéu vé stitc manh cia tu duy, song Phat giao
1a mot hé théng huan luyén tdm hoan hao nhat va hiéu qua nhat da duoc
trinh bay trude thé giéi.

Dudley Wright.

Dirc Phat da tao ra mot tan thé hé nhan loai, mot thé hé cua nhitng anh huing
luan ly dao dtrc, mot thé h¢ gidi phong nhiing ngudi cong nhan lao dong,
mot thé hé cua cac vi Phat.

Manmatha Nath Sastri.

Phat giao la mot ton giao st meénh dau tién trong lich str nhéan loai vo1 mét
thong diép toan cAu vé su ciru rdi, giai thoat cho tat ca nhan loai. Sau khi
gidc ngd vo thu’(mg Chanh Giac, dic Phat di phai 62 vi dé tir dau tién di vao
doi truyén ba giao phap cua NGai theo nhiéu huéng khac nhau, yéu cau cac
vi nay hay truyen ba chanh Phap vi lgi ich va hanh phuc cho quén sanh.
O day, diéu can thiét 1a luu y dén mot dic trung doc nhét cau ton gido cua
duc Phat, chinh la do la mot ton gido cua bat ky mot vi .dao su nao, ma két
qua 12 mot nén triét hoc nhat quan cho ching ta biét vé nhiing chan ly t6i
hdu cua sy hién hiru va thyc tai. Ton gido cua duc Phat la mot triét Iy séng
do su chap nhan mot quan diém song duoc cho 1a thyc tai. Triét 1y cia dac
Phat khong phai 1a khong dé cap dén ban chat cia tri thuc.

Tién st K.N. Jayatilleke, Buddhism and Peace.

Chi néi vé Phat giao thoi, nguoi ta co thé khing dinh d6 1a mot ton gido
khong co su cudng tin. Myc dich cua Phat giao la nhim tao ra mot su
chuyén hoa tir bén trong ctia mdi c4 nhan bang cach tu chinh phuc va chién
théng minh, cho du nhiing strc manh cua tién bac vat chat hay su thuyét phuc
dé anh huong dén su chuyén hoa di nira. dtirc Phat chi chi ra con duong duy
nhét dua dén sy gidi thoat, va con duong d6 duoc dé lai cho mdi c4 nhan dé
tu minh quyét dinh néu minh mudn di theo con duong do.

Giao su Lakshmi Narasu, Essence of Buddhism.

Pao Phat giong nhu mdt 1ong ban tay va cac ton gido khac giong nhu nhiing
ngdn tay trong long ban tay.

The Great Khan Mongka.



Mot s6 nguoi nghi rang Phat gido 1a mot ton gido den tbi va budn chan. Do
1a mot sy nhan xét sai lam; Phat gido s€ lam cho tin d6 ciia minh sang lang
va vui tuoi. Khi ching ta doc nhitng miu chuyén tién sinh cta céc vi B6 tat,
cac vi Phat tuong lai, chung ta biét dugc hanh nguyén tu tap vé su hoan hao
ctia cac duc tinh kién nhin va khoan dung d6 luong nhu thé nao. Phat gido
s& gitp cho ching ta duoc vui twoi ngay ca trong nhitng tinh hudng kho
khan 16n va 1y 1am vui mimng trong nhiing loi ich khéc.

Thuong toa Gnanatiloka, mot hoc gia Phat hoc ngudi Drc.

Hay trd vé véi Phat gido va ban s€ doc duoc nhimg gi ma vi Hoang dé A
Duc khong chi tuyén thuyét mot nén luan 1y dao dic cao thuong ma con sir
dung quyén uy ctiia mot bac dé _vuong theo mét phuong cach khién cho cac
vi dé vuong hién dai cua cac niém tin khac phai ho then.

Geoffrey Mortiner, mét nha van Tay Phuong.

Tham chi cho dén ngay nay khong thé xem rang Phat gido da bi mai mot,
suy yeu boi vi Phat gido dugc bam chat trén nhitng nguyén 1y c¢6 dinh khong
bao gio duoc stra doi.

Gertrude Garatt.

Tét ca nhitng 101 day cua duc Phat co thé dugc tom gon lai trong mdt thuat
ngir: " Dhamma" (Phap- Chan Ly). Phdp nay chan that, hi¢n hitu khong chi
& noi tAm tri ctia con ngudi ma con hién hitu & khip noi trén vii tru nay. Tat
ca vil tru 1a mot sy hién than tiét 10 cua Phap. Quy luat cuia tu nhién ma gioi
khoa hoc ngdy nay di kham pha 1a sy biéu hién cua Phap- Chan ly.
Néu mit trang 1én va ling xudng, thi d6 1a bai vi Phap, boi vi Phap 1a quy
luat tra ngu trong vil try khién phat sinh ra nhiing hoat dong theo nhiing
phuong cach dugc nghién cuu trong vat 1y hoc, hoa hoc, dong vat hoc, thuc
vat hoc va thién van hoc. Phap hién hitu trong vii tru chi vi Phap hién hiru
trong tAm tri ctia con ngudi. Néu con ngudi sdng theo dang voi chanh Phap,
thi anh ta s& thoat khoi kho dau va ching dic Niét-ban, an lac.

Thuong toa A. Mahinda.

Mic du ngay tir ddu nguoi ta ¢6 thé bi thu hut boi sy khdang dat cia ton gido
nay, nguoi ta co thé tin dwong chan gia tri ctia Phat gido chi khi ngudi ta
phan xét Phat giao thong qua két qua ma né da phat sinh trong chinh cudc
song hing ngay cua chinh minh.



Tién si Edward Conze, mot hoc gid Phat hoc Tay phuong.

Néu khong c6 nhing thu vui nhuc duc, thi liéu cudc song c6 thé nao chiu
dung duoc? Khong c6 mdt niém tin vao sy vinh hing bat ti, thi liéu con
ngudi ¢ thé song ¢6 luan ly dao duc? Khong co sy sung bai, cAu nguyén
mot dang Than linh, Thuong dé thi liéu con nguoi co thé tién dén mot cudc
séng Thanh thién, Chan chanh? Vang, c6 thé, dtrc Phat tra 1oi. Nhirng muc
dich nay co thé dat duoc béng tri tué, tri kién; chinh tri thuc, tri tué 1a chia
khoa dua dén dao 16 cao thuong hon, mét dao 16 dang duoc theo dudi trong
cudc song; tri kién, tri tué mang lai cho ching ta su an lac va hanh phuc
trong cudc song, gitp ching ta khong dao dong trudc nhiing con bio t6 cia
thé gi6i hién tuong.

Giao su Karl Pearson.

Nhirng vi d¢ tir khiém nhuong ctua dirc Phat that 1a may mén biét bao! Ho
khong c6 thira hudng 161 nguy bién vé tinh khong thé sai 1am cua bat ct
nhirng sach khai huyén ngay tur lac khoi dau.

Thuong toa tién si Ananda Kaushalyayana.

Do vy, Phat gido 1a mdt ton gido danh riéng cho c4 nhan ctia mdi ngudi, va
khong c6 1y do dé hinh thanh nén hinh thirc 1& nghi ciing bai trong ton gido
nay. Mot hanh dong duogc thuc thi véi mot ¥ tudng phuc vu cho diéu kién
riéng clia c4 nhan thi khong phai 12 mot hinh thirc 1& nghi. Khi chiing ta nhin
bé ngoai ciia hau hét nhiing hinh thic duong nhu 14 1& nghi cua dao Phat
ngay nay, thi khong nén voi két luan dao Phat 13 dao mang ban chat 18 nghi
ton gido, ma thuc sy d6 khong phai 13 hinh thire 1€ nghi.

Tién st W.F. Jayasuriya, the Psychology and Philosophy of Buddhism.

Néu duc Phat phai dugc goi 1a mdt "Bac ctru thé" thi d6 chi 1a dva trén v
nghia ngdn tir rang Ngai da kham pha va chi ra Con Puong dua dén su giai
thoat, Niét-ban. Song chinh ching ta phai thuc hanh con duong.
Thuong toa tién si W.Rahula, What the Buddha taught. Puc Phat Pa Day
Nhitng Gi - Hoa thuong Walpola Rahula-Thich N&r Tri Hai dich (1998)-
Nguyén téac:"What The Buddha Taught" (Tua dé 1an xuét ban thir nhét,
1966: "Con dudng thoat kho")
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Tao ap luc cho chinh minh tin vao va chip nhan mot diéu gi ma khong co su
hi€u biét dung dan thi d6 1a mot thai d§ chinh tri chir khong phai 1a thai do
tam linh hay tri thiec.

Thuong toa tién si W.Rahula, What the Buddha taught.

Chung ta khong nén chi ton trong ton gidao ciia minh va ché bai da pha ton
gido cua nhitng nguoi khac, nhung chiing ta nén ton trong ton gido cua
nhitng nguoi khac vi 1y do nay hay 1y do khac. Lam nhu vay, ching ta giap
cho ton gido ciia minh phat trién va ciing gitp ich cho cac ton gido khac
cling phat trién nhu ton gido minh. Khi hanh dong khac di véi tinh than trén,
thi chiing ta tu minh dao md chén tén gido cua chinh minh va con lam hai
cac ton gido khac. Bat ctr ai kinh trong ton gido ctia minh va chi trich ché bai
ton gido cua ngudi khac, tudng rang thue sy 1am nhu vay 1a tin tuy véi ton
gido ctia minh va nghi rang "T6i s& 1am rang danh t6n gido cua minh." Song
trén thuc té lai nguoc lai, khi 1am nhu vay 1a anh ta lam tdn thuong ton gido
ctia minh ngdy cang tram trong thém. Do vy, nén hai hoa 1a tot hon: Tét ca
hay cung nhau lang nghe va sin sang ling nghe gido 1y cua nhimng ngudi
khac ton gido minh.

Pai Bé A Duc (Asoka)

Mot ton gido cua triét ly séng dugc danh gia khong chi bang chan 1y ma tén
glao nay da tuyén thuyét ma con bang nhiing sy chuyen hoa, d6i thay ma ton
gido nay da mang lai trong cudc song cua nhing tin d6 cua ton gido do. Tur
trudc den nay, su kiém nghiém nay lién quan dén Phat gido, di dat duoc mot
ky luc vé nhimng thanh tyu ma chung ta c6 thé 1y lam hanh dién thyc su.
D. Valisinha, Tong Thu ky Hoi Maha Bodhi, Buddhist Way of Life.

Ngudi ta cling c6 thé néi rang An Do da kham pha ra vo thirc som hon céc
nha tam Iy hoc Tay phuong. Déi véi ho, vo thirc bao gdm téng thé nhirng
cam giac tiém tang trong ca nhan nhu 1a sy thira huong tur kiép sdng trude.
K§ thuat thién dinh cta dao Phat, dé cap dén nhiing ngudn ning lyc tiém an
bén trong, 1a mot nguoi di trude so véi 16i phan tich tdm 1y hién dai, ciing
nhu sy huin luyén tinh than mang tinh ty sinh v.v...

Gido su Von Glasenapp, mot hoc gid nguoi Duc.

Phat gido 1a mot ton gido 16n duy nhét trén thé gidi duoc hinh thanh trén co
sO ¥ thire va chan thuc, can ctr trén mot h¢ thong phan tich hgp 1y vé nhiing



véan dé tric tro ctia cudc sdng va giai phap dé giai quyét nhitng kho khan ay.
Moni Baghee, Our Buddha.

Khéng c6 nhimg gi ma ching ta c6 thé goi 1a tin diéu trong gido 1y cua dic
Phat. Véi mot quan diém khoang dat hiém co trong thoi dai cua Ngai va
khong miy phd bién trong thdi dai cua chung ta, Ngai da tir chdi kiém ché
dan 4ap su phé binh chi trich. Pdi v6i Ngai, thiéu khoan dung d6 luong
dudng nhu 13 ké thu vi dai nhét cua tén gido.

Tién si K.Radhakrishnan, Gautama the Buddha.

Hau hét nhitng ngudi méi vao dao cua cac ton gido khac duge diéu khién
boi nhitng vi truong gido ctia ho va bi ngian cAm khong cho doc nhimg kinh
sach, gido 1y, hoc thuyét, tap chi, sach bé tai hay nhiing cudn tiéu luan cua
céc ton gido khac. Thai d6 nay duong nhu khong thay xay ra trong dao Phat.
Phra Khantipalo, Tolerance.

Nam gioi nay chi ra nam hudng chinh quan trong ma mot nguoi Phat tur tu
kiém soat minh phai thuc thi. Do vdy, gi6i tht nhat khuyén ring nguoi Phat
tir kiém ché long tham duyc cua sy gian dir; gioi thir hai giip ho kiém ché
nhirng tham ddm vé cla cai vat chat; gid1 tha ba kiém ché vé nhuc duc; gid
thr tu giap ché ngu su khiép nhuge, hén nhat va ac tim mudn hai tha nhan
(nguyén nhan cta tinh khong trung thuc); va gi6i thit ndm gitp ché ngy long
tham 4i d6i voi nhitng thich tha tiéu cuc, bat thién.

Edmond Holmes, The Creed of Buddha.

Mot trong nhitng hoc gia dau tién bt dau cong vi¢e chuyén dich hé van hoc
Pali sang Anh ngtt, 1a con trai cuia mot Muc Su nodi tiéng. Muc dich cua vi
ay khi thuc thi cong viéc nay 1a dé chimg minh su vuot troi ciia Co doc gido
so v6i Phat gido. Tuy ong ta that bai trong nhiém vu 16n lao niy, song dat
duge mot su chién thang vi dai hon 6ng ta mong doi. Két qua 1a ong ta tro
thanh mot Phat tir. Chung ta khong bao gio quén dugc cai co duyén may
man hanh phuic di thuc day 6ng ta thuc hién cong viéc nay va do d6 mang
lai gido Phép qui gid nay cho hang nghin nguoi dan tai Tay phuong. Danh
xung ctia vi hoc gia vi dai nay 1a Tién si Rhys Davids.

Thuong toa A.Mahinda, Blue Print of Happiness.

C6 thé rang khuynh hudng huéng dén mot chinh quyén tur tri dugc lam bang
ching bdi nhitng hinh thirc da dang cua nhiing hoat dong phoi tdc dugc nhan



lay tur hinh thuc phoi thai dau tién cua Phat gido, tir bo thé luc quyen hanh
cua gial cap, tang 16p tu si tang It va di xa hon ntra 1a bang hoc thuyet vé su
binh dang cong bang nhu di duoc chimg minh qua sy xoa tan hé thong giai
cap dic quyén. Qua nhién, chinh nhd vao nhimg kinh sach dao Phat ma
chung ta phai tré vé dé thira nhin rang su kién x3 hoi c¢6 to chtc ctia nhiing
mo hinh guong mau dau tién cua nhitng dai di¢n thé ché tu tri duogc thuc thi.
Nhiéu ngudi hoi ngac nhién khi biét ring nhiing cudc kiét tap kinh dién cia
chu vi dé tir dirc Phat tai An Do cach day 2500 nim va vé trudce nira lai
duoc tim thiy nhitng nguyén 1y ma ching ta dang thuc thi ngdy nay tai nghi
truong.

CAp bac cta hdi chiing duoc bao vé boi su chi dinh cta vién chuc dic biét-1a
phoi thai cua "Mr Speaker" (6ng Chu toa) trong Ha Nghi vién cua ching ta
ngay nay. Mot vién chuire thir hai dugce bd nhiém dé klem tra xem xét sO dai
biéu can thiét theo quy dinh duge dam bao- nguyén mau ctia mot Trudng
quan chure co quyen duy tri ky luat trong cac thanh vién cta Pang chinh tri
dang cam quyén trong Nghi vién trong hé thong cia chung ta ngay nay.
Hau tudc cua Zetland, nguyén phé vuong ctia An .

Trong 25 thé ky qua, Phat giao da hoi nhap vai cac niém tin ¢ truyen va cac
ton gido cua nhiéu ving dat, hai hoa ching voi ban chét thanh khiét cua nén
triét hoc Phat gido. Cung mot ltc, Phat gido di nay no trén khiap A Chau.
Cho dén nay, Phat giao van 1a ton gido chinh cua cac dan toc Thai Lan, Tich
Lan, Mién Dién, Tay Tang, Lao, Campuchia, Dai Loan, Viét Nam, Dai Han,
Trung Quéc, Mong Co va mdt s6 nue Trung A nhu Bhutan, Siberia v.v. .
Ciing con nhiéu cong dong Phat tir 16n & M3 Lai, Tan Gia Ba va An DQ,
cling nhu ¢ cac nude Ty phuong nhu Anh Qubc, Hoa Ky, Thuy Si, Prc,
Phép, cac nudc Bac Au va Uc.

Ngay nay, ta thiy c6 sy chi y nhiéu dén Phat gido hon trudc & Tay phuong.
Nhiéu hoc giad da tién doan rang trong thé ky td1, Phat gido c6 theé tré thanh
mot ton gido chinh & Tay phuong.

Kalinga Senevirathne, A Brief History Of Buddhism.

Phat gido di dat duogc nén tang to 1on & Tay phuong trong vong hai muoi
nim qua. Méi ddy, Phat gido dd dugc don nhan nhu 1a ton gido phat trién
nhanh nhit ¢ Anh qubc. DA co trén 100 nghin doan thé Phat gido va cac
trung tam dugc thiét 1ap & nudc nay hién nay, & Hoa Ky con nhiéu hon, va
con s lai gia ting ¢ au Chau nira. Do la timg chi dau cho thay sy chu y dén
Phat gido s& con tiép tuc 16n manh, vi Phat gido rd rang cung tm dugc mot



s6 nhu cau sau xa vé tinh than cho con nguoi cia thé gidi Tay phuong ma
cac ton gido truyén thong cua ho da that bai hoan toan. Nguoi ta cé the héi:
"Phat gido co6 gi dac bi¢t gia tri va hitru ich vay?

John Snelling, The Buddhist Handbook.

Hién tai cang rd rang la Phét gido dang dong mot vai tro sinh dong trong
viéc qudc té hoa thé gidi cua ching ta.

Rich Fields, How The Swans Came to The Lake.

---000---

Phu luc
[01] THE BUDDHA
The Buddha’s greatness

I cannot myself feel that either in the matter of wisdom or in the matter of
virtue Christ stands quite as high as some other people known to history-I
think I should put Buddha above him in those respects.

Bertrand Russell, "Why I am not a Christian"
Embodiment of virtues

Buddha was the embodiment of all virtues he preached. During his
successful and eventful ministry of 45 years he translated all his words into
action; and in no place did he give vent to any human frailty, or any base
passion. The Buddha’s moral code is the most perfect which the world has
ever known.

- Prof. Max Muller, German Scholar

Blossom of the human tree

This is the blossom on our human tree

Which opens in many a myriad years

But opened, fills the world with wisdom’s scent
And love’s dropped honey.

- Sir Edwin Arnold, "Light of Asia"



Buddha is nearer to us

You see clearly a man, simple, devout, lonely, battling for light, a vivid
human personality, not a myth. Beneath a mass of miraculous fable I feel
that there also was a man. He too, gave a message to mankind universal in
its character. Many of our best modern ideas are in closest harmony with it.
All the miseries and discontents of life are due, he taught, to selfishness.
Selfishness takes three forms — one, the desire to satisfy the senses; second,
the craving for immortality; and the third the desire for prosperity and
worldliness. Before a man can become serene he must cease to live for his
senses or himself.

Then he merges into a great being. Buddha in a different language called
men to self-forgetfulness five hundred years before Christ. In some ways he
was nearer to us and our needs. Buddha was more lucid upon our individual
importance in service than Christ, and less ambiguous upon the queation of
personal immortality.

- H.G. Wells

Most Noble of Mankind

If you desire to see the most noble of mankind, look at the king in beggar’s
clothing; it is he whose sanctity is great among men.

- Abdul Atahiya, A Muslim Poet

Buddha’s Method

If any question has to be considered, it has to be considered peacefully and
democratically in the way taught by the Buddha.

- Nehru
Lunatic and a Sane Man

The difference between the Buddha and an ordinary man is like the
difference between a sane man and a lunatic

- A writer



Homage to Buddha

Lord Buddha could be very easily singled out as the one person known to
man who received homage from the greatest number of mankind.
-Prof. Saunders, Literary Secretary Y.M.C.A. India, Burma, Ceylon

Buddha’s Message

The Buddha has been something greater than all doctrine and dogma, and his
eternal message has thrilled humanity through the ages. Perhaps at no time
in past history was his message of peace more needed for a suffering and
distracted humanity than it is today.

- Nehru
Negative Answer of The Buddha

If we ask, for instance, whether the position of the electron remains the
same, we must say ‘no’; if we ask whether the electron’s position changes
with time, we must say ‘no’; if we ask whether it is in motion, we must say
‘no’. The Buddha has given such answers when interrogated as to the
conditions of a man’s self after his death; but they are not familiar answers
for the tradition of seventeenth and eighteenth century science.

- J. Robert Oppenheimer
We are impressed by His spirit of Reason

When we read Buddha’s discourses, we are impressed by his spirit of
reason. His ethical path has for its first step right views, a rational outlook.
He endeavours to brush aside all cobwebs that interfere with mankind’s
vision of itself and its destiny.

- Dr. S Radhakrishnan," Gautama The Buddha"
Cool Head and Loving Heart

The most striking thing about the Buddha is almost a unique combination of
a cool scientific head and profound sympathy of a warm and loving heart.
The world today turns more and more towards the Buddha, for he alone
represents the consience of humanity.



- Moni Bagghee," Our Buddha"
Philosophic genius

The Buddha was a pioneer as a lover of men, and a philosophic genius rolled
into a single vigorous and radiant personality. He had things to say that no
man or woman, after 2500 years of bustling and hustling and chattering
round the fountain of knowledge, can afford to ignore. Greater perhaps than
his wisdom was the example he set.

-Moni Bagghee," Our Buddha"
He does not speak of sin

Serenity of spirit and love for all sentient creation are enjoined by the
Buddha. He does not speak of sin, but only of ignorance and foolishness
which could be cured by enlightenment and sympathy.

- Dr. S Radhakrisnan," Gautama the Buddha"
Buddha is like a physician

The Buddha is like a physician. Just as a doctor must know the diagnosis of
the different kinds of illness, their causes, the antidotes and remedies, and
must be able to apply them, so also the Buddha has taught the Four Holy
Truths which indicate the range of suffering, its origin, its cessation, and the
way which lead to its cessation.

- Dr. Edward Conze,"Buddhism"
Buddha is for whole mankind

The Buddha is not a property of Buddhists only. He is the property of whole
mankind. His teaching is common to everybody. Every religion, which came
into existence after the Buddha, has borrowed many good ideas from the
Buddha.

- A Muslim Scholar

A Wise Father



Buddha is one who sees his children playing in the consuming fire of
worldliness and employs different expedients to bring them out of this
burning house and lead them to the safe asylum of Nirvana.

- Prof.Lakshimi Nasaru, '""The Essence of Buddhism"
Buddha is the way

I feel more and more that Sakyamuni is the nearest in character and effect to
Him who is the Way, the Truth, and The Life.

- Bishop Milman
A Radiant Sun

In this world of storm and strife, hatred and violence, the message of the
Buddha shines like a radiant sun. Perhaps at no time was that message more
needed than in the world of atomic and hydrogen bombs. Two thousand five
hundred years have only added to the vitality and truth of that message. Let
us remember that immortal message and try to fashion our thoughts and
actions in the light of the teaching. We may face with equanimity even the
terrors of the atomic bomb age and help a little in promoting right thinking
and right action.

- Nehru
Greatest man ever born

Here is a teaching we can follow with confidence. Where in the world of
religions, cults and creeds, can we find a master of such brilliance? In a
pageant of stars he was a giant of the greatest magnitude. Little wonder that
scientists, philosophers, and men of literature have proclaimed Him ‘the
Greatest man ever born’. The radiance of this great teacher goes through a
world of suffering and darkness, like a beacon light to guide and illuminate
mankind.

- A European Writer

---000---



[02] - BUDDHISM FUNDAMENTAL TEACHINGS OF THE
BUDDHA

Gentleness, serenity, compasion, through liberation from selfish-craving -
are the fundamental teachings of the great Oriental religion of Buddhism.
- E.A.Burtt, "The Compassionate Buddha"

Well Built Bridge

Buddha Dharma is like a bridge well built of flexible steel, it gives a little to
wind and water, it adapts itself to changing circumstances, but at the same
time it has secured foundations and offers a safe way to the Deathless, to
Nirvana.

- Phra Khantipalo,'" Tolerance"

To Awake the Human Heart

Surely the mysteriously East, that fertile mother of religions, has given us in
Buddhism a true revelation, since it makes known to us the moral beauty and
purity that lies in the deep of human nature needing no other divinity than
that which abides in the human heart to awake them into living glory.
- Charles T.Gorham

Nothing to Surpass Buddhism

Buddhist or not Buddhist, I have examined everyone of the great religious
systems of the world, and in none of them have I found anything to surpass,
in beauty and comprehensiveness, the Noble Eightford Path and the Four
Noble Truths of the Buddha. I am content to shape my life according to that
path.

- Prof. Rhys Davids

Buddhism does not leas us to a Fool’s Paradise

Buddhism is realistic, for it takes a realistic view of life and the world. It
does not falsely pull us into living in a fool’s paradis, nor does it frighten
and agonize us with all kinds of imaginary fears and guilt-feelings. It calls us
exactly and objectively what we are and what the world around us is, and

shows us the way to perfect freedom, peace, tranquility and happiness.
- Ven. Dr. W. Rahula



---000---

THE BUDDHA’S MISSION

The mission of the Buddha was quite unique in it’s character, and therefore
it stands quite apart from the many other religions of the world. His mission
was to bring the birds of idealism flying in the air nearer to the earth,
because the food for their bodies belonged to the earth.

- Hazrat Inayat Khan," The Sufi Message"
A COSMIC RELIGION

The religion of the future will be a cosmic religion. It should transcend a
personal God and avoid dogmas and theology. Covering both the natural and
the spiritual, as a meaningful unity. Buddhism answers this description.
- Albert Einstein

BUDDHISM WILL REMAIN UNAFFECTED

The doctrines of Buddha Dhamma stand today, as unaffected by the march
of time and the expansion of knowledge as when they were first enunciated.
No matter to what lengths increase scientific knowledge can extend man’s
mental horizon, within the frame work of the Dhamma there is room for the
acceptance and assimilation of the further discovery. It does not rely for it’s
appeal upon limited concepts of primitive minds not for it’s power upon the
negation of thought.

- Francis Story ,'"'Buddhism as World Religion

JOYFUL RELIGION

Buddhism is quite opposed to the melancholic, sorrowful, petinent and
gloomy attitude of mind which is considered a hindrance to the realization of
Truth. On the other hand, it is interesting to remember here that joy is one of
the seven ‘Factors of [llumination’, the essential qualities to be cultivated for
the realization of Nirvana.

- Ven.Dr. W. Rahula, "What the Buddha Taught"

CHALLENGE TO OTHER RELIGIONS



It is Buddhismas we find it actually recorded, not hypothetical primitive
system, which still forms a challenge to other religions.

- Bishop Gore, "Buddha and the Christ."

NO ASSUMPTION IN BUDDHISM

It is a glory of Buddhism that it makes intellactual enlightenment an
essential condition of salvation. In Buddhism morality and interlectual
enlightenment are inseparable from one another. While morality forms the
basis of the higher life, knowledge and wisdom complete it. Without a
perfect understanding of the law of casuality and transformation
(Pratityasamutpada), no one else can even be said to be truly moral if he
does not possess the necessary insight and knowledge. In this respect
Buddhism differs from all other religions. All montheistic religions start
with certain assumption, and when these assumptions are contradicted by the
growth of knowledge it increases sorrow. But Buddhism starts with no
assumptions. It stands on the firm rock of facts, and can therefore never shun
the dry light of knowledge.

- Prof. Lakhsmi Naras,." The Essence of Buddhism"

BUDDHA HAS SEEN DEEPER THEM MODERN IDEALISTS
Gautama got rid of even that shade of a shadow of permanent existance by a
metaphysical tour de force of great interest to the student of philosophy,
seeing that it supplies the wanting half of Bishop Berkeley’s well-known
idealist argument. It is a remarkable indication of the subtlety of Indian
speculation that Gautama should have seen deeper than the greatest of
modern idealists. The tendency of enlightened thought of all today all the
world over is not towards theology, but philosophy and psychology. The
bark of theological dualism 1is drifting into danger. The fundamental
principles of evolution and monism are being accepted by the thoughtful.

- Prof.Huxley," Evolution And Ethics"

RELIGIOUS REVOLUTION

Twenty- five centuries ago India witnessed an intellectual and religious
revolution which culminated in the overthrow of monotheism, priestly
selfishness, and the establishment of a synthetic religion, a system of light
and thought which was appropriately called Dhamma — Philosophical



Religion.
- Anagarika Dharmapala,'"' The World debt to Buddha"

A PLAN FOR LIVING

Buddhism is a plan for living in such a way as to derive highest benefit from
life. It is a religion of wisdom where knowledge and intelligence
predominate. The Buddha did not preach to win converts but to enlighten
listeners.

- A Western writer

COME AND SEE

Buddhism is not always a question of knowing and seeing and not that of
believing. The teaching of the Buddha is qualified as Ehi-Passiko, inviting
you to come and see, but not to come and believe.

- Ven. Dr. W. Rahula,"What the Buddha Taught"

RELIGION OF MAN

Buddhism will last as long as the sun and moon last and the human race
exists upon the earth, for it is the religion of man, of humanity as a whole.
- Bandaranaike, Former Prime Minister of Srilanka

BUDDHIST IS NOT A SLAVE TO ANYBODY

A Buddhist is not a slave to a book or to any person. Nor does he sacrifice
his freedom of thought by becoming a follower of the Buddha. He can
exercise his own free will and develop his knowledge even to the extent of
attaining Buddhahood himself, for all are potential Buddhas.
- Ven. Narada Maha Thera, '""What is Buddhism"

LIFE BY PRINCIPLE
Buddhism taught a life not by rule, but by principle, a life of beauty; and as a
consequence, it was a religion of tolerance. It was the most charitable system

under the sun.

- Rev. Joseph Wain



BUDDHISM WOULD REMAIN

Buddhism would remain what it is even if it were proved that the Buddha
never lived.

- Christmas Humphreys, '""Buddhism"
MODERN PROBLEMS

To read a little Buddhism is to realise that the Buddhists knew, two thousand
five hundred years ago, far more about our modern problems of psychology
than they have yet been given credit for. They studied these problems long
ago and found their answers too.

- Dr. Graham Howe

MIND TRAINING

We hear much nowadays of thought-power, but Buddhism is the most

complete and effective system of mind-training yet placed before the world.
- Dudley Wright

NEW RACE

The Buddha created a new race of men, a race of moral heroes, a race of
salvation-workers, a race of Buddhas.

- Manmatha Nath Sastri

FIRST MISSIONARY

Buddhism is the first missionary religion in the history of humanity with a
universal message of salvation for all mankind. The Buddha after his
Enlightenment sent out sixty-one disciples in different directions asking
them to preach the doctrine for the weal and welfare of mankind.

- Dr. K.N. Jayatilleke, '""Buddhism and Peace"

NO FORCED CONVERSION

It was never, however, the buddhist way to proselytise — in the sense of
forcing ideas and beliefs upon an unwilling audience, much less to exert



pressure of any kind, or any kind of flattery, deceit or cajolery, to win
adherence to one’s own point of view. Buddhist missionaries have never
competed for converts in the marketplace.

- Dr. G.P.Malalasekara

ULTIMATE FACT OF REALITY

Here it is necessary to draw attention to another unique feature of the
religion of the buddha, namely, that it is the only religion of any relgious
teacher, which is the outcome of a consistent philosophy, which claims to
tell us about the ultimate facts of existance and reality. The religion of the
Buddha is a way of life resulting from the acceptance of a view of life,
which is said to be factual. His philosophy is not without an account of the
nature of knowledge.

- Dr. K.N. Jayatilleke, '""Buddhism and Peace"

NO FANATICISM

Of Buddha alone can it be affirmed it is free from all fanaticism. It’s aim
being to produce in every man a thorough internal transforming by self
conquest, how can it have a recourse to might or money or even persuasion
for effecting conversion? The Buddha has only shown the way to salvation,
and it is left to each individual to decide for himself if he would follow it.

- Prof. Lakshmi Narasu, ""The Essence of Buddhism"

BUDDHISM AND OTHER FAITHS

Buddhism is like the palm of the hand, the other religions being the fingers.
- The great Khan Mongka

Buddhism is not a melancholy religion

Some people think that Buddhism is a dark and melancholy religion. It is not
so; it will it’s followers bright and cheerful. When we read the birth stories
of Bodhisatva, the future Buddha, we learn how he cultivated the Perfection
of patience and forbearance. It will help as to be cheerful even in midst of
great troubles and to take delight in other’s welfare.



- Ven. Gnanatiloka, a German Buddhist scholar
BUDDHISM AND SOCIAL WELFARE

Those who think that Buddhism is interested only in lofty ideals, high moral
and philosophy thought, ignores any social and economic of welfare people,
are wrong. The Buddha was interested in happiness of men. To him,
happiness was not possible without leading a pure life based on moral and
spiritual principles. But he knew that leading such a life was hard in
unfavourable material and social conditions.

Buddhism does not material welfare as an end in itself; it is only a means to
an end — a higher and nobler end. But it is a means which is indispensable,
indespensable in achieving a higher purpose for man’s happiness. So
Buddhism recognizes the need of certain minimum material conditions
favourable to spiritual success — even that of a monk engaged in meditation
in some solitary place.

- Ven. Dr.W.Rahula, '""What the Buddha Taugh"
EXAMPLE FROM ASOKA

Turn to Buddhism, and you will read that Asoka not only preached a lofty
morality but exercised the power of kingship in manner that shames our
modern sovereigns of other faiths.

- Geoffrey Mortimer, a writer in the West

FIXED PRINCIPLES

It will not be possible even today to Buddhism that it is worn out because it
is rooted upon certain fixed principles that can never be altered.

- Gertrude Garartt

DHAMMA IS THE LAW

All teachings of the Buddha can be summed up in one word: "Dhamma".
The law of righteousness, exist not only in a man’s heart but it exists in the
universe also. All the universe is an embodiment or revelation of Dhamma.
The laws of nature which modern science have discovered are revelations of



Dhamma.

If the Moon rises and sets, it is because of Dhamma, for Dhamma is that law
residing in the universe that makes metter act in the ways studied in physics,
chemistry, zoology, botany and astronomy. Dhamma exists in the universe
just as Dhamma exists in the heart of man. If man will live by Dhamma, he
will escape misery and attain Nibbana.

- Ven. A. Mahinda

PERSECUTION
Of the great religions of history I prefer Buddhism, especially in it’s earliest
forms, because it has had the smallest element of persecution.

- Bertrand Russell

APPRECIATION OF BUDDHISM

Although one may originally be attracted by it’s remoteness, one can
appreciate the real value of Buddhism only when one judges it by the result
it produces in one’s own life from day to day.

- Dr. Edward Conze, a Western Buddhist scholar

KNOWLEDGE IS THE KEY TO HIGHER PATH

Without senuous pleasure would life be endurable? Without belief in
immorality can man be moral? Without worship of a God can man advance
towards righteousness? Yes, replies the Buddha, these ends can be attained
by knowledge; knowledge alone the key to higher path, the one worth
pursuing in life; knowledge is that which brings calmness and peace to life,
which renderd man indifferent to the storms of phenomenal world.

- Prof. Karl Pearson

FORTUNATE BUDDHIST

How fortunate are the humble followers of the Buddha who have not
inherited the fallacy of infallibility of any revealed book from the very
beginning.

- Ven. Prof. Ananda Kaushalyayana



BUDDHISM AND RITES

Buddhism is thus a religion, and there is a little room in it for ritual and
ceremony. An act done with an idea of one’s own conditioning ceases to be
a rite. Much of the seemingly ritual of present-day Buddhism, when seen
thus are really not rites.

- Dr. W.F. Jayasuriya, "The Philosophy of Buddhism"

SAVIOUR

If the Buddha is to be called a ‘saviour’ at all, it is only in the sense that he
discovered and showed the Path to Liberation, Nivana. But we must tread
the path ourselves.

-Ven. Dr W. Rahula, "What the Buddha Taught"

NO FORCE

To force oneself to believe and to accept a thing without understanding is
political, and not spirtual or intellectual.

-Ven. Dr. W. Rahula, '""What the Buddha Taught"

RESPECT OTHER RELIGIONS

One should not honour only one’s own religion and condemn the religions
of others, but one should honour other’s religions for this or that reason. So
doing, one helps one’s own religion to grow and renders service to the
religions of others too. In acting otherwise one digs the grave of one’s own
religion and also does harm to other religions. Whosever honours his own
religion and condemns other religions, thinking "I will glorify my own
religion". But on the contrary, in so doing he injures his own religion more
gravely. So concord is good: Let all listen, and be willing to listen to the
doctrines professed by others.

- Emperor Asoka

A GENUINE PRIDE

A religion or a way of life is judged not merely by the truths it proclaims but
also by the change that it brings about in the life of it’s followers. So far this



test 1s concerned Buddhism has a record of achievements in which we can
take a genuine pride.

- D. Valisinha, General Secrstary, Maha Bodhi Society, '""Buddhist way
of life"

UNCONSCIOUSNESS

It can also be said that India discovered the unconsciousness earlier than the
Western psycholigists. For them the unconscious consists in the totality of
the impressions which slumber in the individual as the inheritance from his
previous existance. The Buddhis technique of meditation, which is
concerned with the latent forces, is thus a fore-runner of modern psycho-
analysis, of autogenic mental trainingetc.

- Prof. Von Glasenapp, a German scholar

RATIONAL ANALYSIS

Buddhism is the only great religion of the owlr that is consciously and
frankly based on a systematic rational analysis of the problems of life and of
the way to its solution.

-Moni Bagghee, '""Our Buddha"
ENEMY OF RELIGION

There is little of what we call dogma in the Buddha’s teaching. With a
breadth of view rare in that age and not common in ours he refuses to stifle
critism. Intolerance seemed to him the greatest enemy of religion.

- Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, '""Gautama The Buddha"

Sectarianism

Most meophytes of some other religions are controlled by their Guru and are
forbidden to read the scriptures, doctrines, magazines, booklets and tracts of
other religions. This very rarely happens within Buddhism.

- Phra Khantipalo, "Tolerance"

THE FIVE PRECEPTS



These five precepts, indicate five arterial directions in which the Buddhist
self-control is to be exercised. Thus, the first rule calls upon him to control
the passion of anger, the second, the desire for material possessions, the
third, the lust of the flesh, the fourth, cowardice and malevolence (causes of
untruthfulness) the fifth, the craving for unwholesome excitement.

- Edmon Holmes, "The creed of Buddha"

MAN WHO ACHIEVED A GREAT VICTORY

One of the first scholars to begin the work of translating the Pali Literature
into English, was the son of a well known clergyman. His object in
undertaking the work was ti prove the superiority of Christianity Over
Buddhist. We must never forget the happy chance which prompted him to
undertake this work and thereby make the precious Dhamma available to
thousands in the West. The name of this great scholar was Dr. Rhys Davids.
- Ven. A. Mahinda, "Blue Print of happiness"

HUMAN DESTINY

Over great areas of the world it still survives. It is possible that in contact
with Western science, and inspired by the spirit of history, the original
teaching of Gotama, revived and purified, may yet play a large part in the
direction of human destiny.

- H.G. Wells

PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM BORROWED FROM BUDDHISM

It is probable that the tendency towards self government evidenced by these
various forms of corporate activity received fresh impetus from the Buddhist
rejection of the authority of the priesthood and further but its doctrine of
equality as exemplified by its repudiation of caste. It is indeed to the
Buddhist books that we have to turn for an account of the manner in which
the affairs of the early examples of representative self-governing institutions
were conducted. It may come as a surprise to many to learn that in
assemblies of Buddhists in India 2500 years and more ago are to be found
the rudiments of our own parliamentary practice of the present day.
The dignity of the assembly was preserved by the appointment of a special
officer — the embryo of "Mr. Speaker" in our house of commons. A second
officer was appointed to see that when necessary a quorum was secured —



the prototype of the Parliamentary Chief Whip, in our own system. A
member initiating business did so in the form of a motion which was then
open to discussion. In some cases, this was done once only, in others three
times, thus anticipating the practise of Parliament in requiring that a bill be
read a third time before it becomes law. If discussion disclosed a difference
of opinion the matter was decided by the vote of the majority, the voting
being by ballot.

- Marquess of Zetland, a former Viceroy, '"'Legacy of India"

---000---

[03] - MORALITY
DEMOCRACY

Buddhism was a democratic movement, which upheld democracy in
religion, democracy in society, and democracy in politics.

- Dr. Ambedkar

ETHICAL MAN OF GENIUS

In this sphere He gave expression to truths of everlasting value and
advanced the ethics not of India alone but of humanity. Buddha was one of
the greatest ethical men of genius ever bestowed upon the world.
- Albert Schweitzer, a leading Western philosopher

WORLD CULTURE

Buddhism has done more for the advance of world civilization and true

culture than any other influence in the chronicles of mankind.
- H. G. Wells

---000---

[04] TOLERANCE - PEACE - LOVE
TO WIN PEACE

The question that inevitably suggests itself is, how far can the great message
of the Buddha apply to the present-day world? Perhaps it may apply, perhaps



it may not, but if we follow the principles enunciated by the Buddha, we will
ultimately win peace and tranquility for the world.

- Nehru

WISDOM IS THE SWORD AND IGNORANCE IS THE ENEMY

Not a single page of Buddhist history has ever been lurid with the light of
inquisitorial fires, or darkened with the smoke of heretic or heathen cities
ablaze, or red with blood of the guiltless victims of religious hatred.
Buddhism wields only one sword, the sword of wisdom, and recognises only
one enemy — ignorance. This is the testimony of history, and is not to be
gain-said.

- Prof. Bapat, ''2500 years of Buddhism"

NO UNKIND WORD

There was never an occasion when the Buddha flamed forth in anger, never
an incident when an unkind word escaped his lips.

- Dr. S. Radhakrishnan

PRACTISE OF WISDOM AND COMPASSION

It seemed that the kindly aesthetic, eternally young, seated cross-legged on
the lotus of purity with his right hand raised in admonition, answered in
these two words: "If you wish to escape from suffering from fear, practise
wisdom and compassion."

- Anatole France

NO PERSECUTION

There is no record known to me in the whole of the long history of
Buddhism throughout the many centuries where its followers have been for
such lengthened periods supreme, of any persecution by the Buddhists of the
followers of any other faith.

- Prof. Rhys Davids

---000---



[0S5] - MAN’S POSITION IN BUDDHISM
MAN GIVE LAW TO NATURE

Law in the scientific sense is essentially a product of the human mind and
has no meaning apart from man. There is more meaning in the statement that
man gives law to nature than in its converse that nature gives laws to man.
- Prof. Karl Pearson

MAN IS NOT READY MADE

Man today is the result of millions of repititions of thoughts and acts. He is
not ready made; he becomes, and is still becoming. His character is
predetermind by his own choice, the thought, the act, which he chooses, that
by habit, he becomes.

- Ven. Piyadassi

MAN CAN STAND ON HIS OWN FEET

Buddhism makes man stand on his own two feet and rouses self confidence
and engergy.

- Ven. Narada Thera, '""Buddhism in a Nutshell"

MAN CAN CEASE TO BE CRUSHED

Man is greater that the blind forces of nature because even though he is
crushed by them he remains superior by virtue of his understanding of them.
Again., Buddhism carries the truth further: it shows that by means of
understanding man can also control his circumstances. He can cease to be
crushed by them, and use their laws to raise himself.

- Pascal

---000---

[06] - SOUL
BELIEF IN SOUL IS THE CUASE OF ALL THE TROUBLE



Buddhism stands unique in the history of human thought in denyingthe
existence of such a Soul, Self, ot Atman. According to the teaching of the
Buddha, the idea of self is an imaginary, false belief which has no
corresponding reality, and it produces harmful thoughts or ‘me’ and ‘mine’,
selfish desire craving, attachment, hatred, illwill, conceit, pride, egoism, and
other defilement, impurities and problems. It is the source of all troubles in
the world from personal conflicts to wars between nations. In short, to this
flase view can be traced all the evils in the world.

- Ven. Dr. W. Rahula, "What the Buddha Taught"

LIFE AFTER DEATH IS NOT A MYSTERY

The difference between death and birth is only a thought moment: the last
thought moment in this life conditions the first thought moment in the so
called next life, which in fact is the continually of tha same series. During
this life itself, too, one thought moment conditions the next thought moment.
So, from the Buddhist point of view, the question of life after death is not a
great mystery, and a Buddhist is never worried about this problem.

- Ven. Dr. W. Rahula, '""What the Buddha Taught"

---000---

[07] - BUDDHISM AND SCIENCE
BUDDHISM AND MODERN SCIENCE

‘I have oftern said, and I shall say again and again, that between Buddhism
and modern Science there exist a close intellectual bond’.

- Sir Edwin Arnold
BUDDHISM COPES WITH SCIENCE

If there is any religion that would cope with modern scientific needs it would
be Buddhism.

- Albert Einstein

A SPIRITUAL SCIENCE



Buddhism is, on the contrary, a system of thought, a religion, a spirtual
science and a way of life which is reasonable, practical and all embracing.
For 2500 years it has satisfied that spiritual science and a way of life, which
is reasonable, practical and all embracing. For 2500 years it has satisfied the
spirtual needs of nearly one third of mankind. It appeals to the West, insists
on self reliance coupled with tolerance for the other ‘s points of view,
embraces science, relgion, philosophy, psychology, ethics and art, and points
to man alone as the creator of his present life and sole designer of his
destiny.

- Christmas Humphreys

BUDDHISM BEGINS WHERE SCIENCE ENDS

Science can give no assurance herein. But Buddhism can meet the atomic
Challenge, because the supramundane knowledge of Buddhism begins
where science leaves off. And this is clear enough to anyone who has made a
study of Buddism. For, through Buddhist Meditation, the atomic constituents
making up matter have been seen and felt, and the sorrow, or
unsatifactoriness, of their ‘arising and passing away’ (dependant on causes)
has made itself with what we call a ‘soul’ or ‘atma’ — the illusion of
Sakkayadithi, as it is called in the Buddha’s teaching.

- Egerton C.Baptist, '"Supreme Science of the Buddha"

CAUSE AND EFFECT INSTEAD OF REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS
According to the Buddha the world is not so constituted. Buddhist believe in
a just rational of Kamma that operates automatically and speak in terms of
cause and effect instead of rewards and punishments.

- A writer

---000---

[08] - WHAT IS NIBBANA
SALIVATION WITH OUT GOD

For the first time in the history of the world, Buddha proclaimed a salvation,
which each man could gain for himself and by himself in this world during
this life, without the least help from the personal GOD or Gods. He strongly
inculcated the doctrine of self reliance, of purity, of courtesy, of enlightment,



of peace and of universal love. He strongly urged necessity of knowledge,
for without wisdom psychic insight could not be got in his life.

- Prof. Eliot, ""Buddhism and Hinduism"
BUDDHA AND THE SALVATION

It is not the Buddha who delivers men, but he teaches them to deliver
themselves, even as he has deleivered himself. They accept his teaching of
the truth, not because it comes from him, but, because of personal
conviction, aroused by his words, arises by the light of their own spirit.

- Dr. Oldenburg, a German Buddhist scholar

---000---

[09] - BELIEF
BUDDHA DOES NOT DEMAND BELIEF

The Buddha has not merely awakened to the supreme reality, he also
presents his higher knowledge that is superior to that of "all gods logical
disguise and mythical clothing. Here, however, it is given in so cogent a
form that it presents itself as positively and self evedent to the person to is
avble to follow him. For this reason the Buddha does not demand any belief,
but promises knowledge.

- George Grimm, ""The Doctrine of the Buddha"

---000---

[10] - BUDDHISM AND OTHER RELIGIONS
POST BUDDHISTIC HINDUISM

The various ways in which Buddhism influenced, modified, transformed,
and revitalised Hindu religion among all the philospohical Sutras of the
Hindus, are admitted post Buddhistic. The presuppostion of Indian
philosophy in the doctrine of Karma and rebirth and other pre Buddhistic
system have attained fullest development from Buddhistic literature and
been established on philosphical basis.



- Dr. S. N. Das Gupta
UNIVERSAL ETHICS

None the preBuddhistic religions of India may be said to have been able to
formulate a code of ethics and religion that wass unversally and
compulsorily valid for all.

- Dr. S. N. Das Gupta

BUDDHISM IS BUDDHISM

Buddhism and Jainisn were certainly not Hinuism ot even the Vedic
Dharma. Yet they arose in India and were integral parts of Indian life,
culture and philosophy. Buddhist or Jaina in India is a hundred per cent
product of Indian thought culture, yet neither is Hindu by faith. It is entirely
misleading to refer to Indian culture as Hindu culture.

- Nehru, "Discovery of India"

ETERNAL DEBT TO THE BUDDHA

It is my deliberate opinion that the essential part of the teachings of the
Buddha now forms an integral part of Hinduism. IT is impossible for Hindu
India today to retrace her steps and go behind the great reformations that
Gautama effected in Hinduism. By his immense sacrfice, by his great
renuniation, and by the immaculate purity of his life he left an indelible
impress upon Hinduism, and Hinduism owes an eternal debt of gratitude to
the great teacher.

- Mahatma Gandhi, '""Maha Bodhi"

DOMINANT CREED

A system which knows no God in the Western sense, which denied a soul to
man, which counts the belief in immorality a blunder, which refuses any
effecacy to prayer and sacrifice, which bides man to look to nothing but their
own efforts for salvation, which in its orginal purity knew nothing of vows
of obedience and never sought the aid of the secular arm, yet spread over a
considerable motley of the old world with marvellous rapidity and is still,



which whatever base admixture of forcing supertitions, the dominant creed
of a large fraction of mankind.

- T.H. Huxley
BUDDHIST IDEA OF SIN

Its idea of sin differs somewhat from the Christian idea. Sin to the Buddhist
is mere ignorance or stupidity. The wicked man is an ignorant man. He
doesn’t need much punishment and condemnation so much as he needs
instruction. He is not regarded as ‘violating God’s commands’ or as one who
mest beg for divine mercy and forgiveness. Rather it is necessary fo rthe
sinner’s friends to make him reason in the human way. The Buddhist does
not believe the sinner can escape the consequences in prayerful attempts to
bargain with God.

- John Walters, '""Mind Unshaken"

GODS NEED SALVATION

For the first time in human history the Buddha admonished, entreated and
appealed to people not to hurt a living being, not to offer prayer of praise or
sacrifice to gods. With all the eloquence as his command the exalted one
vehemently proclaimed that gods are slso in direction need of salvation of
themselves.

- Prof. Rhys Davids

---000---

[11] - THE WORLD AND THE UNIVERSE
UNSATIFACTORY WORLD.

Buddha was not angry with the world. He thought of it as unsatisfactory and
transitory rather than wicked, as ignorant rather than rebelliou. He troubled
little about people who would not listen to him and showed no nervous
irritablity.

- Prof. Eliot, "Buddhism and Hinduism"

A GREAT BATTLE



The whole universe is a vast field of battle. Everywhere there is fighting.
Existance is nothing but a vain struggle against germs of dreadful diseases,
molecules against molecules, atoms against atoms, and electrons. Mind is
still more scene of battle. Forms, sounds, tastes, etc. are resultants of
counteracting and belligerant forces. Ther very existance of war proves that
there is a state of Perfect Peace. It is what we call Nibbana.
- Ven. Narada Thera, '""The Bodhisatta Ideal"
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