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Preface

The exhibition “Archaeological Discoveries of
Ancient Yue People in South China”, organized by the
Hong Kong Museum of History and co-sponsored by the
Anthropology Museum of Zhongshan University and the
Shenzhen Museum, is a great cultural event in the museum
world of Guangzhou, Shenzhen and Hong Kong. We
would like to take this opportunity to learn from col-
leagues of Hong Kong Museum of History, and express
our regards to Hong Kong people.

Pearl River valley in Lingnan area is one of the places
of origin of Chinese civilization and the settlement area of
ancient Yue people. The “Maba man” in Qujiang and the
“Dongzhongyan man” in Fengkai proved that people had
for thousands of years been living on this fertile land con-
tinually. Since the beginning of the Neolithic Age, traces
of human activities were discovered all over Lingnan and
gradually the distinctive ancient Yue culture emerged and
contributed to the formation and development of Chinese
civilization.

Both Shenzhen and Hong Kong belonged to the for-
mer Xinan County and their people are of the same origin,
sharing the same language and tradition, and are indeed
members of one family. Archaeological materials proved
that the cultures of Shenzhen and Hong Kong are com-
pletely identical, closely related with the Pearl River basin.

Shenzhen is situated at the southeastern part of
Guangdong Province and on the eastern bank of the Pearl
River, just north of Hong Kong. Its total area is 2020.5
square meters. Blessed with good climate, the fertile land
had long been developed by the ancient Yue people who
provided the root to the modern civilization of Shenzhen.

In the past decades, the Shenzhen Museum, to cope
with rapid economic developments, has conducted archae-
ological surveys and discovered one hundred and nine
sites. Most of the pre-Qin sites were scattered around the
coastal sand-dunes and the valley platforms of Guanlan
River, Xixian River and Daisha River. Among them, the
Dameisha site is very important as two different cultural
layers, Neolithic Age and Bronze Age, were found.
Artefacts of Neolithic period to late Warring States period,
that is 6000 to 2000 years ago, were unearthed. Besides,
several Han tombs were excavated in Honghuayuan in
Nantou and Tiezhishan in Xixian. All these artefacts are
important evidences of the work and life of the ancient

Yue people, and provide valuable hints to the study of
their social history.
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Shenzhen Museum greatly values this joint venture
and has chosen sixty-six exquisite artefacts from its collcc-
tion for display in Hong Kong. Among them are thirteen
middle Neolithic stone implements and pottery vessels
from Xiaomeisha, Xiantouling and Dahuangsha sites. A
(C-14 dating from Dahuangsha site is 6255 = 240 (calibrat-
ed), which marks the beginning of human activity in
Shenzhen. There are also ten late Neolithic stone imple-
ments and potteries from Chiwan, Xiantouling, Hedishan
and Fudishan sites. It 1s worth noting that painted pottery
basin with foot-ring 1s found in Xiaomeisha site. The style
1s different from the painted pottery of Yangshao culture
in Central Plain. Shenzhen archaeological sites often yield
round bottom pots, basins, urns, fus and pottery supporters
and stands, but not ding with three legs and /i which are
common in Northern China. Stamped geometric pottery
and big urns with round bottom appeared in late Neolithic
Age. We can conclude that ancient Yue people of middle
and late Neolithic Age had created their own local culture.

Whether Bronze Age existed in Pearl River basin of
Lingnan area and 1f ancient Yue tribe of pre-Qin period
had used iron tools are still controversial. Archaeological
discoveries in Shenzhen seem to have provided an affir-
mative answer. We have chosen thirty-two pottery and
bronze vessels from the Bronze Age sites of Dameisha,
Zhuishuhing, Xilihu, Wanxialing, Hedishan and Shizhidui,
dated before the middle Warring States period, for display
in Hong Kong. They include six bronze weapons (four
spearheads, one sword, one axe) recently excavated from
ancient tombs at Dameisha of late Spring and Autumn
period, and two bronze weapons (one dagger-axe, one
arrow head) collected at Dameisha. Ten tombs were exca-
vated at Dameisha, eight of them yielded burial objects.
Altogether eleven pieces of bronze vessels were found in
six of the tombs of which M6 being the richest, giving
four bronze objects (one flat-handle dagger, two spear-
heads, one axe). The presence of bronze objects in 60% of
the tombs strongly suggests the coming of Bronze Age.
The high percentage of bronze weapons implies that Yue
people were used to fighting and tribal wars occurred fre-
quently. Consequently, army commanders were respected
(the person who had four pieces of weapons as funeral
objects could have been a minor commander), and perhaps
tribal kingdoms were formed. We should also note that
three pottery stem cups were found in trio, arranged in tri-
angular composition in many tombs, but no bronze cere-

monial objects were found. This may be due to the less
advanced level of bronze production, and shows that
ancient Yue tribe had formed its own cultural tradition.

Archaeological sites of Iron Age can be represented
by the Dieshishan site on the western bank ot River Dasha
where small amount of stone and bronze implements were
found. However, the most important discoveries are four
iron axes (one is on display in Hong Kong) in association
with hard geometric pottery with “double F’ and “union
jack’ pattern. The C-14 dating of the site 1s 2250+ 110
(calibrated), which is within the period from late Warring
States to early Qin and Han. This discovery shows that
ancient Yue tribe of pre-Qin period already used iron
implements, thus suggesting the approach of Iron Age fol-
lowed by economic development and social reform.

After Qin and Han had conquered Lingnan, cultures
of North China were introduced and ancient Yue people
gradually mixed with Han people. Therefore, the funerary
objects found in Han tombs in Shenzhen were basically
identical to that of the North China. Ten of these burial
objects of this period have been caretully selected for dis-
play 1n this exhibition. |

Shenzhen and Hong Kong are located at the periphery
of China and their ancient historic and cultural develop-
ment are lag behind that of North China. The rich archae-
ological remains discovered not only allows comparative
study with the North China artefacts, but also bears much
significance in the study of social history and folk culture
of ancient Yue people along the coastal area of the Pearl
River Delta. The cooperation of researchers of Guang-
zhou, Shenzhen and Hong Kong will surely contribute to

the study of the ancient Yue culture as part of the great
Chinese civilization,

Huang Chongyue
Director
Shenzhen Museum
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Preface

The joint presentation of the exhibition
“Archaeological Discoveries of the Ancient Yue People in
South China” and a seminar on the subject by the Hong
Kong Museum of History, the Shenzhen Museum and the
Anthropology Museum of Zhongshan University is indeed
a meaningful cultural event.

As an ancient tribe active in southern China, the Yue
had contributed greatly to the development of ancient cul-
ture of our country. According to ancient Chinese historical
records, “the Hundred Yue people scattered all over the
coastal areas of southeast (China)”. Hence, they were also
known as “Hundred Yue”. It has been generally accepted
that the ancient Yue tribes shared common language, social
folklores and physical characteristics. Moreover, they pre-
sented a distinctive archaeological culture: (1) they used
shouldered axes and stepped adzes; (2) pottery with
impressed geometric design was prevalent; (3) they were
good at paddy cultivation and fishery; (4) they lived in
stilted houses. In addition, it has been noted that /i was not
used as daily-use vessel as no /i had been discovered in the
vast area south of Yangtze River where Yue people lived.
Thas is a very important cultural factor which should not be
ignored.,

Chinese historical records pointed out that, “the
Hundred Yue people comprised different tribes and had
different surnames”, and that “there were hundreds of Yue
tribes”. These indicated that ancient Yue had many
branches. Some scholars, based on written records, point-
ed out that there were seventeen branches of “Hundred
Yue”, the Southern Yue being one of them.

The name “Southern Yue” was primarily the name of a
political institution which appeared in “Shi }Ji — Nan Yue
Zhuan”. There were different explanations regarding the
origin of this name. Basically, there were two theories: one
said that Southern Yue was so named as it was located
south of the Yang Yue, another branch of the Yue; the other
said that the Southern Yue was so called because they lived
south of the “Five Mountain Ranges”. As recorded in
“Ancient Southern Yue”, chapter 184 of “Tong Dian”, writ-
ten by Doyou of Tang Dynasty, “in the ancient time, the
land south of Dayuling was occupied by the Hundred Yue,
or alternatively known as the ‘Southern Yue’ ”. Here,
“Southern Yue” referred to its geographical position,
ancient Lingnan was the land of the Hundred Yue, or
Southern Yue. Accordingly, the culture of the ancient
Hundred Yue tribes could be regarded as ancient Southern
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Yue culture. Moreover, some scholars considered Southern
Yue as an ethnic entity.

Usually, the distribution of ancient Yue tribe was
traced through the distribution of neolithic artefacts.
However, in Guangdong Province, evidences of human
activities were found prior to the Neolithic Age. Cultural
features of “Maba Man” and “Fengkai Man™ suggested
that they were the ancestors of the Southern Yue people.
The neolithic culture of ancient Yue tribe was character-
1zed by stamped geometric pottery, shouldered axes and
stepped adzes. Although the Bronze Age of Lingnan area
was later than that of the North China, i1ts associated cul-
ture was distinctive. Stamped geometric hard wares with
double-F as the major decorative motif was one of its dis-
tinctive features. Locally made bronze vessels, tools and
weapons as burial objects in tombs were also typical exam-
ples. The local culture was still preserved in Lingnan area
in early Han period as both the tomb structure and funerary
objects reflected local tribal characteristics. It was not until
the later period of Western Han that burial practice and
funerary objects with local tribal characteristics disap-
peared. Southern Yue culture had eventually assimilated
into Han culture of North China.

The change of the indigenous culture of Lingnan area
was a gradual process. Archaeological data revealed that
cultures of North China and Chu had strong influences on
Lingnan area since Spring and Autumn and Warring States
periods and the advanced technology from the north had
led to rapid changes in local area. The unification of
Lingnan by Qin, the establishment of Southern Yue
Kingdom and the import of iron industry led Southern Yue
into a new era. The burial system and funerary objects
reflected two different styles: the Han style and the
Southern Yue style. After Emperor Wudi reunited
Lingnan, Han culture became dominant and the indigenous
culture was gradually assimilated.

The Yue was an ancient tribe in Lingnan. As historical
records was incomplete and over-simplified, it was diffi-
cult to understand the history and culture of the Yue peo-
ple. However, through archaeological discoveries, the fad-
ing past of the Yue people has been recalled and the glim-
mers of the culture reinstalled.

Formed under specific natural environment and histor-
ical circumstances, the Southern Yue culture had strong
heredity and conservative natures. But through contacts
with other cultures, especially the more advanced culture

of North China, the Southern Yue culture gradually dis-
posed of 1ts obsolete and stubborn features, and finally
changed qualitatively to mix with the culture of North
China.

It must be remembered that in this case, it was the
national spirit and great confidence of the Yue people
which led themselves to a new way of life. With the re-dis-
covery of the essence of the Southern Yue culture, the great
achievements of their ancestors are brought to light. It
serves as an impetus to encourage them to inherit the bril-

liant traditions and to embark on new pursuits to open up
new horizons.

Shang Zhitan
Director
Anthropology Museum.
Zhongshan University
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Preface

Among the clans in Hong Kong, the Tang clan of Kam
Tin was regarded to be the first to settle in the Hong Kong
region. However, little is known about the inhabitants
before the Tang clan. From historical records there are evi-
dences that minority groups such as Che and Yao lived
here. In the prehistoric period, before massive migration of
Han people from North China, it was said that “the
Hundred Yue people comprising different tribes and with
different surnames had lived in the vast area stretching
from Jiaozhi to Huiqi”. Evidently, Lingnan had been the
home of ancient Yue people.

The dialect currently spoken by Cantonese is an
ancient and distinctive dialect which includes various fea-
tures of Han language as well as some characteristics in
terms of vocabulary, phrases, grammar and pronunciation
which bear similarity to today’s Zhuang and Miao lan-
guages. It is generally accepted that the present Zhuang
tribe is the descendants of ancient Yue people. The traces
of ancient dialectic features in Cantonese dialect is an evi-
dence of the activity of ancient Yue tribe in Lingnan area.

Archaeology 1s the key to understanding the life and
culture of ancient Yue people. In recent years, Chinese
archaeologists have been able to identify the cultural char-
acteristics of ancient Yue through extensive fieldwork and
excavations. At present, archaeologists have recognized
that the neolithic culture of Yue people has the following
characteristics: the use of stepped adzes, double-shoul-
dered axes and coarse pottery with corded designs; the
appearance of stamped geometric pottery; paddy cultiva-
tion and living in stilted houses in the period of late
Neolithic Age to Bronze Age.

Hong Kong is situated at the border of Pearl River
Delta, on the east side of the Pearl River estuary. Recently,
to salvage cultural relice prior to development schemes,
local archaeological institutions and museums had con-
ducted excavations at Tung Chung, Chek Lap Kok, Pak
Mong and Sha Lo Wan along the northern coast of Lantau,
Tai Wan in Lamma, and Lung Kwu Tan, Lung Kwu
Sheung Tan and Yung Long in western New
Territories,where large amounts of artefacts were found.
Basing on these archaeological data we can reconstruct the
way of life of prehistoric settlers who lived in this area.
They usually settled on raised beaches by the seashore, at
places with abundant fresh water and food supply. The net
weights and fishing hooks excavated prove that fishing
was their main means of livelihood. Stone arrow-heads and
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spear-heads were used to hunt small animals, and stone
grinding tools to grind into powder the fruits and grains
they collected. They put coarse pottery fu on fire to cook
food and different varieties of polished stone tools and dec-
orative implements were made for practical use and as
ornaments,

New archaeological discoveries in Hong Kong have
solved some questions hitherto unanswered.
Archaeologists discovered post holes of late neolithic
houses on the headland at Sha Lo Wan in Lantau. Such
holes had never been found before and are rarely seen in
South China. It 1s believed that these were remains of
wooden or bamboo houses of our ancestors. These post
holes help us to understand the structure of stilted houses,
1.e. building which perched on wooden or bamboo support
with space underneath.

Another important discovery is a stone yazhang exca-
vated from a burial site which dated from Warring States to
Han period 1in Tai Wan of LLamma Island in 1990. This is
so far the only yazhang recovered from a scientifically
conducted excavation in South China. According to
Chinese ritual system, yazhang was an important ritual
jade implement in Pre-Qin period related with the manoeu-
vrc of troops. Does the discovery of yazhang mean that
Han culture had already spread to southern China? It was
also mentioned in historical records that Yue people were
fond of fighting each other. Stone and bronze weapons
cxcavated from sites with pottery with double-F design
was an evidence. It 1s interesting to ponder whether the
yazhang was plundered from Han people in battle and then
used as a burial object. This remains a subject for in-depth
study by archaeologists.

Furthermore, scholars opined that the word “Yue”
originally referred to an axe-like weapon, vue. However,
during the period of Liangzhu culture, yue became a sym-
bolic ceremomal object. For many years, no jade axe has
ever been found in Guangdong area, except at Shixia site.
According to the study of archaeologists, Shixia culture in
Guangdong and Liangzhu culture in Zhejiang were of the
same origin. Last autumn, archaeologists unearthed several
finely polished stone yue in the late neolithic stratum at
Yung Long, Tuen Mun. Is there any relationship between
yue and Yue people? Why did yue appeared in Hong Kong,
the coastai area of South China, which in fact was com-
monly found in Liangzhu culture and Shixia culture? Was
It a weapon or a ceremonial object? Was it locally made?

Was 1t plundered during a war? These questions are indeed
tantalizing.

Archaeology helps to solve some problems, but at the
same time raises new ones. In recent years local archaeolo-
gy has made major achievements, while at the same time
new discoveries have been made in Shenzhen. As the cul-
tural history of Hong Kong and Shenzhen is inseparable, it
1s meaningful to display the archaeological finds of both
areas to exchange views on various problems and enhance
our understanding ot the culture of ancient Yue people.
This 18 the objective of our joint venture with Shenzhen
Museum and the Anthropology Museum of Zhongshan
University to present this exhibition and organize a semi-
nar on the topic.

We are very much honoured that Professor Shang
Zhitan and Professor Huang Chongyue have taken up this
significant event personally, and that specialists from both
institutions selected items for the exhibition, while the fol-
lowing scholars: Zhang Zhenhong, Au Ka-fat, Qiao
X1aoqin, Wu Zengde, Yang Yaolin, Wen Benheng, Ye
Yang, Jao Tsung-i, Tang Chung, Zhang Feng, Shang
Zhitan, Li Xiaoyun, Ye Xiaoyan, Mai Yinghao, William
Meacham, Feng Jiajin, L1 Guo and Rong Guangiong con-
tributed papers for the seminar and publication. In addi-
tion, we would like to express our gratitude to Mr. Yip
Cho-hong and Mr. Chiu Siu-tsan of the Antiquities and
Monuments Office, Mr. William Meacham of Hong Kong
Archaeological Society, Mr. Au Ka-fat and Mr. Tang
Chung of the Centre for Chinese Archaeology and Art of
the Institute of Chinese Studies, Chinese University of
Hong Kong, who lent those recently excavated artefacts for
display 1n this exhibition. Last but not the least, we would
like to thank Professor Jao Tsung-1 whose elegant calligra-
phy graces the cover of this catalogue.

Ho Ching-hin
Chief Curator
Hong Kong Museum of History
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Distribution of major Neolithic and Bronze Age

sites in Pearl River Delta area

1. FLKMW  Chung Hom Wan
2. ifixt  Sha Po Tsuen
3. X #® TaiWan
4. iK%, Lo So Shing
5 & M Sham Wan
6. A M SaiWan
7. MM Po Yue Wan
8. Z>HiEM Sha Lau Tong Wan
9. WM  Hai Dei Wan
10. M @mrE  Man Kok Tsui
M. X M Tailong
12. 3@ M Tung Wan
13. 7>k M ShaloWan
14. fEHE  Fu Tei Wan
15, ;MM Kwo Lo Wan
16. z» M  Sha Chau
17. 8% ®, Tung Kwu
18. WE®: - Lung Kwu Sheung Tan
19. & R’  YungLlong
20. BRI Xiantouling
21. X% Dahuangsha
22. KM Dameisha
23. #rA1ll  Dieshishan
24. LIl Hedishan
25. 7% M  Chiwan
26. ¥7 @8 Cuntou
27. MAEME  Wanfuan
28. &MF Jinlansi
29. WM Xiangiaozhou
30. % B Maogang
31. A M  Youyugang
32. #A¥IU  Xigiaoshan
33. &+ B Zaogang
34. /a] = Hedang
35. & 7N Longxue
36. & Housha
37. ® B Dongao
38. %A  Lengjiaozui
39. %M Caotangwan
40. & W HacSa
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Figure 1. Pointed choppers excavated from primary laterite in
high terrace in Baise, Guangxi Province
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Figure 2. Pebble tools excavated from Huangyan cave in
Guangdong Province
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Figure 3. Pebble tools excavated from low terraces in Guangdong
and Guangxi Provinces

1-4. Unearthed from Qingtang site in Guangdong

5-7. Unearthed from shell-mound site in Dongxing, Guangxi
8-11. Unearthed from site at Lanjia village of Liuzhou, Guangxi
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Figure 4. Pebble tools excavated from site at Shangsong village
of Baise in Guangxi Province
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Figure 5. (1) Stone points excavated from the red soil layer at
Zhangjiawan in Shanxian of Henan Province

(2) Pebble choppers collected at the red soil layer of Hengqu
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Figure 6. Heavy prismatic stone points (left) and hand axe (right)
excavated from Dingchuan

20




J!Lij.ﬁ;ﬁjf‘f I:B’Jmn—%nmﬁi_ﬁaei D! AL R

AR FEER D - HIr At bl - b
B A I AN] - B ak e dy ~ T-8 A 4 s 8B &
Z BB TFIALIEHMEAN - (HEEMAETE (&
b o BRAR AR M D nTBEWE O ERTACE - TS HED 1
At E DB R AR I TSR 28 - SFHER
W REAE i A ELAE AR DY 2 R A B BRI NGl R
G HI| 47 e — ARG -

A LD T AR D BB g IR - BRI R PEIT
LB AT e B L A AT S b Y LA TR EEH
A B T F e 5 A6 i T T Eoal g8 il |- B AN
PHBZE - BEEHRRER A TN T2 -
F&H TN AR SRS ERBHNE G T H
T EE M fA A - R B E AL ER > i m TR T
PG Bk 4E 1 & BB R E W LR A sk
AR AR R BB - Hi b Z R B EA TEMOCHE B -
B AT AR 0T 5 E o iy HS M REMER B 3§70 o B ok
Ry R IR AY ~ UL [H] B 7 A TE 85 KBS il 48 15 B 4 4 B9 18
FeAEH - g dsd - A E’T.J\'HI“ET}{?}EEEAZOO}%E'?@
I EHEM - RAZ R IB G A TR - B -8B
FRHAT BB P A BMI:FE%% c jg—H
HUMEPEFE T R AEHE AR ER > figy Y
AL LA AR LAYSCH o FIrDABR VY 1T W e 15 3
te - RERI R b A AT S P R SCAL I B B - B
PO U SCAL S i RS BT m TR A+ r EE W &

Bt RABESHESARPHINFE (RiRE)

Figure 7. Hand axe excavated from primary laterite in high terrace
in Baise, Guangxi Province {(Zhangsheling)
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Abstract

Study on the Pebble Tool Culture of Xijiang Valley,
with Relevance to the Origin of Prehistoric Culture of
Ancient Yue

Pebble has been used as the raw material for the pro-
duction of stone implements since early Stone Age. To use
pebble directly, or with limited working, as tool i1s guite
rare. However, pebble tools were very common in South
China, especially in the middle and upper Xijiang area.
The Huangyan cave site at Fengkai in middle Xijiang
basin has already yielded more than a thousand pieces of
pebble tools. In the Baise basin in upper Xijiang area. over
10,000 pieces of pebble tools have been collected. These
pebble tools can be divided into two groups according to
the stone-working technology and the typology of tools.
Group A refers 1o the pebble tools excavated from cultural
layers in primary laterite while group B refers to tools
from cultural deposits in cave sites and lower river ter-
races. The major differences between the two groups are:

1. Group A tools were often flaked bi-facially in two
directions and without retouching. The angle of working
edge was often less than 70°. Moreover, some of them had
Just been worked simply in one end to produce a pointed
blade for use. Group B tools were produced by striking the
pebble unifacially with a hammerstone and the working

edge had been retouched so that the edge angle was often
larger than 75°.

2. Group B tools were usually made of medium size

pebble (10 - 25 c¢m long) and scraper was very popular
while handaxe was rare.

3. Group A tools can be dated back to the middle of
Pleistocene while group B tools can only be dated back to
around 50,000 years ago and they continued to exist in
middle and late neolithic period.

Apart from the upper Xijiang area, group A tools
were also found in middle Yangtze basin area. The typical
tools include unifacially and bifacially flaked chopper,
round-shaped implement, handaxe, pick and thin-edged
axe. They are very similar, in terms of tool grouping and
stone-working technology, to those pebble tools found in
Eastern Africa, and they probably belong to the same lithic
tradition. This proves that some forms of cultural contact
have taken place between East and West as early as early

Pleistocene epoch.

The pebble tools excavated from layer 3, dated
48,000+ 500 B.P., of Luoshayan cave site in Fengkai is

the largest group B tools found so far. They are followed
by the tools from Huangyan cave site, phase 1 culture of
Bailien cave site (dated 26680 = 265 B.P.) and the early
cultural phase of Liyuzui site (dated 23330+ 250 B.P.) at
Dalongtan, Guangxi. The' Haobinhian culture, Bacsonian
culture and Son Vi culture in Southeast Asia as well as
some sites in northern Thailand also yielded group B peb-
ble tools. Down to early Holocene, between 10,000 and
8,000 years ago, the spread of group B tools was very
extensive. Besides the Pearl River area, they were found in
western and southern Hunan, Southern Jiangxi, Southern
Fujian and Taiwan. Down to middle and late Holocene,
their distribution was even more wide-spread.

This pebble-tool culture originated at the area settled
by the ancient Yue people. Although it was under constant
influence of other surrounding cultures, it still maintained
its own cultural distinctiveness. Therefore, this pebble-tool

culture can be regarded as the base of the ancient Yue cul-
ture.

Zhang Zhenhong
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Liangzhu Culture Centre of Liangzhu culture Quijiang
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Possible route of dispersion of ©
Tangjiagang culture

% 2R [ AL (F IR AR

Route of dispersion of Tangjiagang
Culture
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Figure 1. The route of dispersion of various ancient cultures from middle
and lower Yangtze River area to Guangdong region
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Abstract

An Introduction to the Spread of Various
Ancient Cultures from Middle and Lower Yangtze
River Area to Guangdong Region

Data collected from archaeological field works show
that the ancient culture of Guangdong consists of many
cultural elements of the Lower Yangtze Basin area.
Evidently some clans or tribes of Yangtze Basin cultures
had moved to the Guangdong area to live and prosper,
leaving behind their footprints and traits of culture.

(1)

In the archaeological stratigraphy of shell-midden sites
and sites 1n coastal sandbars in the Pearl River Delta area,
we can always find an early cultural layer which is
characterized by coarse-corded pottery fu with angular
mouth rim, contracted neck, round body and round bottom,
yellowish orange pottery basins with ring-foot, painted
pottery basins with perforated ring-foot, pottery basins
with ring-foot and stamped and dotted designs.
Archaeologists in Hong Kong named it “painted pottery
cultural layer”. This culture 1s totally different from the
Qingtang cultural phase of early Neolithic Age in
Guangdong, and obviously it is not inherited from local
culture. By comparing it with the Tangjiagang culture of
northern Hunan province, we discovered that they have
similar type and grouping of pottery. The colour, paste
(body), shape and decoration of the painted and white
pottery bowls are surprisingly alike. Hence, they might
have originated from a single culture.

The route of dispersion of Tangjiagang culture is clear:
Tangjiagang — Changsha area (Dayu Village) — Northern
Guangdong (Shixia) — Pearl River Delta -+ coastal area.

Archaeological sites with elements of Tangjiagang
culture can be found in almost every county and city in the
Pearl River Delta and coastal area, and also in northern and
eastern Guangdong. Since these sites cover such a wide
area, they constitute a sub-culture of the Tangjiagang cul-

ture, hence should be named “Houshawan Dahuangsha
type of Tangjiagang culture”.

(1)

It is evident that Shixia culture of Qujiang “is different
from other contemporaneous neolithic cultures in our
country”. While we cannot trace its origin from various
ancient cultures in Lingnan, we find clues in the Taihu
Basin and Jiangxi province. The rice agriculture, stone
tools, potteries, jade and precious stone ceremonial
implements, burial practice and spiritual life of Shixia
culture embrace cultural elements of Liangzhu and

Fanshengdu cultures. The cultural characteristics of Shixia
culture are in fact the cultural characteristics of Liangzhu
and Fanshengdui cultures. Shixia culture appeared
suddenly, it is quite possible that the tribes of Liangzhu
culture spreaded to its neighbouring Jiangxi province first,
mixed with the inhabitants there and then moved
southwestwards in two branches. One branch reached
Daiziping of Xiangxiang in Hunan, while the other branch
passed the Dayuling and settled down in Shixia in northern
Guangdong, and eventually formed Shixia culture. Hence,
Shixia culture 1s a sub-type of Liangzhu culture, and
belongs to the same cultural type as Fanshengdui culture of

hiangxi. Therefore, it should be called “Shixia type of
Fanshengdui and Liangzhu cultures™,

(1)

What confuse us is that the above cultures of Yangtze
River Basin developed in Guangdong area for several
centuries and then disappeared suddenly and completely,
giving no influence ‘'on the descending inhabitants, nor on
their cultures. Lying on top of the cultural layer of
Houshawan Dahuangsha type is an intermittence layer with
no cultural artefact. On top of it is the cultural deposit
characterized by early stamped geometric pottery which
belongs to the era of Xia and Shang. The major potteries
include grey and black coarse pottery, and small amount of
carthenware. Red pottery, yellowish orange pottery and
white pottery are rarely or hardly seen, while the typical
burnished basin with ring-foot and painted pottery bowl
with perforated ring-foot disappeared totally. Similarly,
lying on top of the Shixia culture layer is a layer with
stamped geometric pottery, and without any trace of Shixia
culture. The social, economic and cultural aspects of the
neolithic culture represented by the stamped geometric
pottery layer seem to have gone backwards to a time when
fishing, hunting and gathering were the major subsistence
of living. What contributes to these is worth discussing.

Au Ka-fat
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Xiantouling, Shenzhen
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Abstract

The Maritime Expansion of Yue Culture and the
Related Archaeological Evidences

Ancient Yue people generally refer to Southern Yue
and Luo Yue in Lingnan area. These people had created
a very distinctive culture which was dispersed through
sea routes to the surrounding areas. We may, theretore,
have a deeper understanding of the ancient Yue culture
by studying the archaeological finds from Hong Kong,
Macau and coastal area of Guangdong province.

In the past decade, a great number of prehistoric
sites have been discovered in the coastal sandbars
which represent the opening up of the coastal and off-
shore island areas by the early settlers. Around six
thousand years ago, the neolithic folks had already

settled in the coastal area of South China. After the

ancient people had mastered the technique of cultivation,
they began to move from the cave sites to the open
lowlands and finally reached the coastal region. In order
to adapt to this new environment, the people had to
make a series of changes. Firstly, they would establish
their camp sites in the south-facing and sheltered coastal
sand bars. Following the change of climate, they would
move seasonally in order to obtain enough food.
Secondly, their subsistence strategy had changed from
pure agriculture to hunting, ftishing, gathering and
cultivation. Thirdly, the use of simple navigational
vessels such as canoe and bamboo raft had greatly
extended the room for activity, and the source of food
from the ocean had also helped in establishing a maritime
trading network.

The increase in population, the necd for more activity
space, the search for more food from the sea and the
need to exchange key resources had forced the
prehistoric people to move towards the ocean,
particularly to the off-shore islands. The unsettled
oceanic environment had kept the people in a stage of
continued movement which gradually became one of the
basic cultural elements of these oceanic folks.

Archaeological excavations conducted in the late
neolithic and early Bronze Age sites in the hinterland of
Pear]l River Delta had proved that the ancient settlers
had already mastered the technique of cultivation.
Moreover, they got supplementary food through hunting,
gathering and animal-raising. Accordingly, people living
in the coastal region of South China had, on the one hand,
developed a series of working skill to cope with the
maritime environment and, on the other hand, kept
interchanging with the people in the hinterland, such that

cultivation techniques and other inland cultural elements
were brought to the coastal area and consequently long-
term and stable settlement was established.

Yue people constituted an important part of the
maritime culture in China. Following the advancement of
farming and fishing techniques, Yue people gradually
settled down to form villages. This was proved by the
discovery of house foundations which had been used for a
long period in the coastal sand dune sites in South China.
The large quantity of well-polished stone tools and bone
and shell implements for farming and handicraft
unearthed also suggested the improvement of farming
skill. Besides, the discovery of net sinkers and fishing
hooks from archaeological sites, the presence of boat
motifs on bronze drums and the description of boats in
ancient literature all suggested the use of sailing boats
and the practice of fishing. Moreover, the wavy motifs on
the prehistoric pottery wares and the boat motifs on the
bronze vessels reflected the special feeling of the ancient
people to the sea.

Furthermore, the religion of the ancient maritime
people was reflected in the ancient rock carving at
Baojinwan in Gaolan Island, Zhuhai, dated to late
Neolithic or Bronze Age, in which a number of gods of
nature were depicted.

On the whole, it is evident that in around four
thousand years ago, there existed in the South China
coastal region a neolithic culture which was
characterized by a diversified subsistence of fishing,
gathering and farming. The culture was also represented
by the extensive use of low-fired coarse wares, the
production of flaked and polished stone tools and bone
and shell implements, the village settlement and active
religious ceremonies. As the population grew, people
moved from the mountainous inland area to settle in the
low-lying delta area where fishing was further developed
and gradually a maritime culture emerged. The basic
elements of this maritime culture, such as fishing and
navigation skills, can be traced in the late neolithic and

early Bronze Age cultures created by people living in the
coastal area of South China.

Qiao Xiaoqgin
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Table 1. C-14 dates of carbon sample from Pearl River Delta area

Number Site Layer/Culture Laboratory Number C-14 Date Calibrated Date Reference
1 Dahuangsha L4 ZK 2513 5440 = 200 4680 - 3870 B.C. T2
2 Hai Der Wan Lower layer HAR 2522 5100 + 100 4125 — 3665 B.C. 4
3 Yung Long 2B BETA 60315 5490 + 220 4715 - 3885 B.C. "3
4 Yung Long 213 BETA 54627 5450 * 150 4550 — 3895 B.C. 3
5 Yung Long 2B BETA 54626 5230 = 100 4370 - 3790 B.C. 73
6 Yung Long 2B BETA 62188 4880 + 170 4034 - 3199 B.C, 30
7 Yung Long 2B BETA 62189 4710 * 130 3780 - 3047 B.C. {30
8 Yung Long 2B BETA 60313 4700 * 120 3775 - 3100 B.C. {3
9 Tung Wan CL4 GAK 15944 5060 + 150 4130 - 3640 B.C. Unpublished
10 Tung Wan CL4 BETA 33229 4740 = 90 3785 - 3200 B.C. Unpublis;:.u}_‘x‘éd
11 Fu Te1r Wan Middle Neolithic BETA 42857 2050 = 100 4100 - 3655 B.C. <30
12 Fu Te1r Wan Middle Neohthic BETA 42858 4830 = 160 3890 — 3355 B.C. T30
13 Kwo Lo Wan Middle Neolithic BETA 60795 4610 = 90 3628 — 3039 B.C. 3
14 Kwo Lo Wan Middle Neolithic BETA 45150 4410 = 80 3465 - 2885 B.C. L3>
15 Chung Hom Wan Middle Neolithic 18827 4570 + 130 3660 - 2925 B.(C. 75 C
16 Sal Wan Middle Neolithic HAR 6 4220 > 100 3155 - 2560 B.C. L 20
17 Sham Wan I3 R - 4585/1 4000 = 300 3350 - 1870 B.C. 19 >
18 Duoshigang, Xigiaoshan L2 PV 851 4330 = 90 3360 — 2680 B.C. 22 >
19 Jinyan, Xiqiaoshan L3 PV 848 4290 = 100 3350 - 2655 B.C. 22
20 Jinyan, Xigiaoshan L3 PV 849 4270 + 80 3345 - 2650 B.C. 220
21 Jinyan, Xiqiaoshan L3 PV 847 4250 + 80 3340 - 2640 B.C. <220
22 Jinyan, Xiqiaoshan L3 PV 850 4140 + 80 3015 — 2415 B.C. {220
23 Jinyan, Xigiaoshan L2 PV 846 4080 * 80 2915 — 2400 B.C. (22
24 Yung Long 1B HAR 8562 4520 + 130 3645 - 2900 B.C. 3>
25 Yung Long 1B HAR 8565 4180 = 80 3045 — 2430 B.C. <3
26 Yung Long 1B BETA 54625 4170 = 80 3035 - 2425 B.C. {3
27 Yung Long iB BETA 54624 4030 = 70 2865 — 2400 B.C. <37
28 Yung Long 1B HAR 8564 3990 = 60 2780 — 2325 B.C. {3
29 Yung Long 1B BETA 62219 3980 = 60 2775 - 2320 B.C. {37
30 Yung Long 1B BETA 60312 3970 *+ 90 2865 — 2190 B.C. {3
31 Yung Long 1B BETA 62190 3900 + 80 2765 - 2145 B.C. {3
32 Yung Long 1B BETA 62218 3810 = 70 2030 - 2115 B.C. 37
33 Lung Kwu Sheung Tan L3 BETA 40991 4090 x 100 2920 - 2400 B.C. {36 >
34 Lung Kwu Sheung Tan L3 BETA 40990 4020 = 110 2885 - 2310 B.C. 36
35 Hedang L2, lower part ZK - 0647 3980 + 80 2870 — 2200 B.C. Y
36 Maogang Area B, L3 ZK - 0710 4170 = 100 3035 - 2425 B.C. C 48 >
37 Maogang Area B, L3 ZK - 0708 4140 + 90 3015 - 2415 B.C. 48 >
38 Maogang Area A, L2 ZK - 0707 3950 = 100 2795 - 2180 B.C. {48
39 Duoshigang, Xigiaoshan L3 PV 853 3690 + 70 2315 - 1895 B.C: {22
40 Cuntou Late Neolithic — 3650 + 90 2325 - 1760 B.C. {45 >
41 Youyugang Late Neolithic BK 88009 3550 + 70 2140 — 1715 B.C. 46
42 Youyugang Late Neolithic BK 88008 3240 + 80 1755 — 1355 B.C. <46
43 Hai Dei Wan Middle layer HAR 3589 3360 + 80 1910 - 1435 B.C. {43 >
44 Hai Dei1 Wan Middle layer ANU 2233 3200 = 160 1850 — 1120 B.C. <43
45 Tung Wan Late Neolithic ANU 2222 3270 * 90 1850 - 1380 B.C. < 9h >
46 Tai Wan CL1 BETA 42860 3670 x 80 2390 - 1775 B.C. L7102
47 Kwo Lo Wan Bronze Age BETA 60794 3200 + 80 1710 - 1275 B.C. 3
48 Kwo Lo Wan Bronze Age BETA 46868 3020 = 170 1650 — 880 B.C. {37
49 Kwo Lo Wan Bronze Age BETA 45149 2840 + 60 1240 - 830 B.C. 3>
50 Sha Po Tsuen Bronze Age BETA 31475 2835 £ 65 1235 - 825 B.C. 94 >
51 [Lung Kwu Sheung Tan Bronze Age BETA 40993 2680 = 90 1095 - 615 B.C. 36
52 Lung Kwu Sheung Tan Bronze Age BETA 40992 340 * 80 1405 — 1795 A.D. {36
53 Iieshishan L2 ZK 2246 2190 + 100 415 - 1 B.C. 757
54 Duoshigang Xiqiaoshan L2 PV 852 2160 = 70 395 - 20 B.C. (22
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Abstract
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Periodization of Prehistoric Culture of

Pearl River Delta Area

So far, fifty-four C-14 dates on carbon samples col-
lected from sites in Hong Kong and the Pearl River Delta
area have been published. Based on these C-14 dates and
supplemented with stratigraphic and typological data, this
paper attempts to divide the prehistoric culture of Pearl
River Delta area into five cultural phases.

Phase [ is dated between 4500-3700 B.C. lts impor-
tant sites include Yung Long, Chung Hom Wan and Tai
Wan in Hong Kong:; Dahuangsha, Xiantouling in
Shenzhen; Hac Sa in Macau; Housha in Zhuhai; Longxue
in Zhongshan and Xianqiaozhou in Gaoyao. The major
charactenstic of Phase 1 is the appearance of painted pot-
tery. Red paint was applied to the surface of pottery to
form various kind of patterns which were often associated
with perforation and incised lines. Besides the painted pot-
tery, there were also large quantity of coarse wares with
refined cord design and small quantity of white pottery. As
regards stone implements, only a few pieces have been
discovered and they are mainly pebble tools and small pol-
ished tools. The archaeological features found in phase I
include house foundation, post holes, firing places and
pits, indicating that the early settlers had already learned
how to build houses and to set fire for cooking. Besides,
twenty-tfour burtials have been cleared in the Xiangiaozhou
site.

Phase Il is dated between 3700-2900 B.C. Its impor-
tant sites include Fu Ter Wan, Kwo Lo Wan, Sham Wan,
Tung Wan, Sai Wan, Tung Kwu and Sha Chau in Hong
Kong; Dahuangsha in Shenzhen; Hac Sa in Macau and
Caotangwan in Zhuhai. The major pottery was coarse
ware while chalky ware came second. They were charac-
terized by the incised and stamped patterns. Incised deco-
rations were mostly applied to the upper portions and the
mouth rims of the coarse and chalky wares while stamped
circular patterns and perforations were confined to the
chalky wares only. Polished stone objects were predomai-
natly small in size. The shouldered adzes and stepped
adzes were the earliest examples found so far in the Pearl
River Delta area. The flaked tool was dominated by the
pointed stone implement. Archaeological features of phase
Il were very rare and most of them were burials. Remains
of cremated bones were found in Sham Wan.

Phase I is dated between 2900-2200 B.C. Its impor-
tant sites include Yung Long, Sha Lo Wan headland in
Hong Kong; Chiwan, Hedishan in Shenzhen and Housha
in Zhuhai. Pottery was still dominated by coarse ware and

carthenware was the second. The most significance char-
acteristic of phase Il 1s the appearance ot earthen pots
with stamped leaf-vein design. Moreover, incised decora-
tions were still found on the coarse ware but the designs
were more complicated than that of phase I1. Besides, the
large quantity of spindle whorls tound suggests that during
this cultural phase, the ancient folks had already mastered
the spinning technique. Also, the technique of making pol-
ished stone tools had greatly improved such that large
quantity of adzes, arrow heads, rings and jue were
unearthed. However, the most important stone artefact of
phase III should be the stone yue excavated from Yung
Long. These yue are made of beautiful green stones and
have been well polished. They were regarded by some

scholars as the ritual symbols of the ancient Yue people.

Important archacological features of phase III include the
post holes, pits, firing places and burials discovered at
Yung Long and Sha Lo Wan headland.

Phase IV 1s dated between 2200-1500 B.C. Its impor-
tant sites include Hai Dei1 Wan, Sham Wan, Tung Wan, Po
Yue Wan and Sha Lau Tong Wan in Hong Kong;
Caotangwan and Dongao in Zhuhai; Hedang in Foshan;
Zaogang in Nanhai and Maogang in Gaoyao. This phase 1s
characterized by the highly developed soft geometric pot-
tery. The major patterns are squares and rhomboids and
they were often stamped causally. There seems to be
regional difference in the proportion of coarse wares and
carthenwares. The coastal sand-dune sites are dominated
by the coarse wares while the shell-midden sites within the
estuary are dominated by earthenwares. Some scholars
suggested that this difference was due to the nature of set-
tlement. The settlement on the shell-midden sites was
rather long-term while that on the coastal sand-dune sites
was only temporary. As regards stone artefacts, it should
be noted that stone ge and shouldered stone ring first
appeared in this cultural phase. Besides, large quantity of
shell and bone implements have been found. This may
imply a technological change of the ancient tolks. Limited
archaeological features have been recorded in the coastal
sand-dune sites while a lot of features related to human
activities and burials have been cleared in the shell-mid-
dens sites and other sites in terraces along river valley.

Phase V i1s dated between 1500-100 B.C. Its important

- sites include Sham Wan, Tair Wan, Hai De1 Wan, Man

Kok Tsui, Sha Po Tsuen, Tai Long and Lo So Shing in
Hong Kong; Dieshishan and Dameisha in Shenzhen. This
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phase 1s marked by the first appearance of bronze and iron
implements, so that it may also be called “Metal Age”.
The appearance of bronze artefacts is, however, earlier
than the iron objects. The bronze objects are mostly tools
and weapons. The discoveries of bronze axe casting
moulds and bronze slag at Sha Po Tsuen and Kwo .o Wan
sites proved that at least some of the bronze artefacts were
locally made. The pottery of phase V i1s characterized by
the hard geometric pottery with “double-F’ as the most
distinctive design. Proto-ceramic wares with green glaze
also appeared. The coarse wares were mostly stamped
with geometric pattern while cord design was quite rare.
The polishing and burnishing of stone objects had greatly
improved such that the quartz rings, then appeared as set
of six, eight or ten pieces, were very thin and shiny.
Archaeological features were quite rare. Only a house

foundation was found at Dieshishan and burials were
found at Dameisha.

Chau Hing-wah
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Abstract

On Three Basic Problems of the Bronze Age in
Guangdong Province

Some basic academic problems on the Bronze Age of
Guangdong province still remain unsolved because (a)
only a few Bronze Age sites have been scientifically exca-
vated, (b) there 1s a lack of C-14 dates, (c) good stratigra-
phy showing different cultural phases is rare, (d) the
bronze objects in Guangdong contain a lot of cultural ele-

ments of other cultures. This paper attempts to deal with
the tollowing three problems:

1. The existence of Bronze Age in Guangdong Province
Many scholars in the past affirmed that Bronze Age
did exist in Guangdong province and that the Bronze Age
corresponded to the slave society. However, in recent
years, some scholars raised different views. Based on the
theory of “Bronze Civilization”, they asserted that none of
the Pre-Qin archaeological findings in Guangdong
province could prove the existence of the Bronze
Civilization (which is represented by the existence of writ-
ten language, ceremonial architecture and city) and, there-
fore, the existence of Bronze Age could not be verified. In
fact, the authors believe that Bronze Age and civilization
are two ditferent concepts which are not necessarily corre-
lated. The discovery of bronze-casting moulds from sites
in Hong Kong and Guangdong province strongly proved
that Guangdong province has its own bronze-casting
industry. In addition, the discovery of twenty-three pieces
of bronze implements from the upper cultural layer of
Shixia which has clear stratigraphic correlation, and the
decrease and disappearance of some stone tools which
were popular in the neolithic period suggest that
Guangdong province has jumped into a new historic stage,
1.e. the Bronze Age. Moreover, the Bronze culture of
Guangdong province has it own characteristics.

2. Infeasibility of current periodizations

There are currently three kinds of opinion concerning
the periodization of Guangdong province's Bronze Age,
all of them touch on two important problems in archaeolo-
gy, 1.€. bronze typology and pottery motifs. We believe
that typology of bronze object is not applicable in the peri-
odization of Guangdong province's Bronze Age as there is
a lack of stratigraphic and other related archaeological
data to support the typological chronology which can only
give a relative manufacturing date of an individual bronze
but not the date that the bronze object was brought to

Guangdong province and certainly not the date that it was

buried (archaeology shows that tombs in Guangdong
province often contained earlier bronze object). We also
believe that the periodization of Bronze Age on the basis
of pottery with double-F pattern and that with union jack
pattern 1s not valid as it is not supported by stratigraphic
data. In fact, archaeological data indicate that double-F
and union jack pattern appeared more or less at the same
time and that they had co-existed for a long period. Hence,

1t 1s 1naccurate to take them as the criterion for periodiza-
tion.

3. Nature of Society

The papers state that the result derived from applying
the Zhou dynasty’s ritual system of ding directly onto the
number of bronze ding found in tombs of Guangdong
province is unreliable. Viewing from the two stages of
development of the slave system, we cannot agree that the
Guangdong province Bronze Age has entered the devel-
oped or prosperous stage of the slave system, nor do we
accept that an unified political organization or a strong
power like a state has been formed at that time, even the
remaining trace of struggle between the ruling and slave
classes has not been found. However, the system of pri-
vate ownership has developed into quite an advanced
level. We can conclude that Guangdong province's Bronze
Age society has entered the early stage of the slave system
(1.e. family “slave system”) or the stage of military union.

Wu Zengde & Ye Yang
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Figure 1.

1. Bronze ge (collected at Dameisha) 2. Bronze arrow head
(collected at Dameisha)
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Figure 2. Iron adzes (excavated from
Warring States period site at Dieshishan)
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Figure 3. Bronze dagger (collected at
Zhuishuling)
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Figure 4. Pottery:

1. Jar (collected at Wanxialing)

2. Jar (collected at Zhuishuling)

3. Stem cup (collected at Zhuishuling)

4. Jar (collected at Zhuishuling)

2 S 5. Cup-shaped vessel (collected at Xili reservoir)
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